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Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
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Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26
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OFFICE HOURS:

Monday-Friday: 8:30 am-5:00 pm
Saturday: By Appointment
Sunday: Closed

WEEKLY SERVICES SCHEDULE:

Saturdays: Great Vespers as announced
Sundays: 9:15am Orthros (Matins) and
10:20am Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
Confession by Appointment

Welcome to Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church!

This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church. The Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Church belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition, which
express the continued commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
Receiving Holy Communion in this Church is to adhere and commit to the One True Church, the Orthodox Church.

Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your name(s) to the Ushers and introduce yourself
to Father Saba at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.

Welcome! Ahlan wa Sahlan! !Dgw 9 @/



THE GREAT DOXOLOGY

Glory to Thee, who has shown forth the Light.
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will among men.

We hymn Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy
great glory.

O Lord King, heavenly God, Father almighty; O
Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and O
Holy Spirit.

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on
us, thou that takest away the sins of the world.

Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right| -
hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.

For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, O
Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Every day will | bless Thee, and | will praise Thy
name forever, yea forever and ever.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without
sin.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers,
and praised and glorified is Thy name forever.
Amen.

Let Thy mercy be upon us, O Lord, even 3as we
have set our hope on thee.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes.
(thrice)

Lord, thou hast been our refuge from generation
to generation. | said: Lord, be merciful unto me;
heal my soul, for | have sinned against Thee.

Lord, | have fled unto Thee; teach me to do Thy
will, for Thou art my God.

For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light
shall we see light.

O continue Thy mercy unto them that know Thee.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have

mercy on us. (thrice)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit.

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have

mercy on us.
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TODAY'’S LITURGY INSERTS

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 1)

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the
soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou
didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting
life to the world. For which cause the heavenly
powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life.
Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy
kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who
alone art the lover of mankind.
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ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE GOSPEL BOOK

Come, let us worship, and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the
dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
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RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 1)

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the
soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou
didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting
life to the world. For which cause the heavenly
powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life.
Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy
kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who
alone art the lover of mankind.
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TROPARION OF SAINT GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR (TONE 4)

Sincethouartaliberatorand deliverer of captives,
2@ help and support of the poor and needy, a
healing physician of the sick, a contender and
fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the
victory clad George; intercede with Christ God for
the salvation of our souls.
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KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY (TONE 3)

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give
birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was
before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on
hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the Angels
and the shepherds now glorify Him * Who is
willing to be gazed on * as a3 young Child Who *
before the ages is God.
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KONTAKION FOR THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON (TONE 8)
Only at Saint George Church in Cicero
To thee the champion leader, * | thy city offer uw\ L_ﬂ_a\)d] LﬁS\ *d‘j\ oi\j\_\ dm 1_1\ cf\

H *
tha-nks of victory. * O Theotokos, thou who hast *L‘m\ e b g - dl (”JS\J *mm Mm
delivered me from terror. * But as thou hast that

power which is invincible, * From all dangers set u""s"r‘\ ‘—‘J\A" P c:—‘M °J‘j‘ <l U‘ Loy oS
me free and deliver me. That | may cry unto thee: u})“— L @)3\ ‘JJ\ CJ""‘ a3l PRV

* Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom. Ml Guge Y
English Arabic
Omar Rihani Today Hani Rihant
Juliana Nawas Dec 14 Hanan Mseih
Hania Kahoush Dec 21 Sdn. Mazen Rihani
Joelle Boulos Dec 25 (12/24) Dr. Manal Ibrahim
Hanna Hinnawt Dec 28 Amanda Imseih

THE SYNAXARION

On December 7th in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our father among the saints
Ambrose, bishop of Milan.
Ambrose, having shed his corruptible body, hath fitly partaken of divine ambrosia.
On the seventh Ambrose came vpon immortal terrain.

His father was the imperial governor of Gaul and Spain, and a pagan, while his mother was a
Christian. On the death of his father, the Emperor made him governor of Liguria, of which province
Milan was the chief city. When the bishop of Milan died, there was great dissention about the
choice of a3 new bishop. Ambrose went into the church to keep order. Thereupon, a child at its
mother’s breast cried out: “Ambrose for bishop!” All the people took this to be the voice of God,
and unanimously elected Ambrose as their bishop, although it was against his will. Ambrose was
baptized, and passed through all the necessary ranks in one week. As bishop, he strengthened the
faith of the Orthodox, restrained heretics, adorned churches, spread the Faith among the pagans,
wrote many instructive books and was an example of a true Christian and a true shepherd. Ambrose
died peacefully at daybreak on Pascha in 397.

On this day, we also commemorate the Martyr Athenodoros of Mesopotamia; and Venerable
Gregory, founder of Gregoriou monastery on Athos. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God,
have mercy upon us. Amen.




EPISTLE

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
The Reading from the Epistle of

Saint Paul to the Ephesians (5:8-19)
Brethren, walk as children of light—for the
fruit of light is found in all that is good and right
and true—and try to learn what is pleasing to
the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a
shame even to speak of the things that they do in
secret; but when anything is exposed by the light
it becomes visible, for anything that becomes
visible is light. Therefore, it is said, “Awake, O
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
give you light.” Look carefully then how you walk,
not as unwise men but as wise, making the most
of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore,
do not be foolish, but understand what the will
of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for
that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit,
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to

the Lord with all your heart.
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GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to Saint Luke (13:10-17)
At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of
the synagogues on the Sabbath. And there was

@ woman who had had a spirit of infirmity for

eighteen years; she was bent over and could not| -

fully straighten herself. And when Jesus saw

her, He called her and said to her, “Woman, you
are freed from your infirmity.” And He laid His
hands upon her, and immediately she was made
straight, and she praised God. But the ruler of the
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed
on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six
days on which work ought to be done; come on
those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath
day.” Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrite!
Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox
or his ass from the manger, and lead it away to
water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter
of Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen
years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath
day?” As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were

put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all

the glorious things that were done by Him.
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Holy Bread Offered By: (e

Today — Dina Saba and Children ("
and Their Families -

— The Sousan Family
Dec 14 — The Khoury Family

— Hon. William and Sandy
Haddad

— Kamal and Etihad Rihani and
Family

Dec 21 — Nabeel and Bulin Eseed and
Family

— Salim and Rania Najjar and
Family

Dec 28 — OPEN
Jan 4 - OPEN
Jan 11 - OPEN

SCAN ME

MEMORIALS

Coffee Hour Sponsors:

Today — Peter and Amani Isaid
and Family

Dec 14 — Darlene Haddad

Dec 21 - Salim and Rania Najjar and
Family

Dec 28 — Frank and Reem
Gambino and Family | ®]=

Jan 4 - OPEN
Jan 11 - OPEN

Today 1-Year Memorial Service for
TMASAD FADEL SABA, offered by
Dina Saba and children and their
families.
1-Year Memorial Service for THAYAT
SOUSAN, offered by the Sousan
fFamily.

Dec 14 6-Month Memorial Service for
TJOANNA DOMKO KHOURY, offered
by the Khoury family.

Memorial Service for TEMIL
HADDAD, SR., offered by Hon.
William and Sandy Haddad.
Donate to
Your Church
Today

SPONSORS
- OPEN
Dec 21 - OPEN

SCAN ME

COMMEMORATIONS

Dec 21

2-Year Commemoration for tMIKEL
AL NIMRI, offered by Salim and
Rania Najjar and family.

6-Year Commemoration for
TFARHAN AL NIMRI, offered by
Salim and Rania Najjar and family.
11-Year Commemoration for 1GABI
NAJJAR, offered by Salim and
Rania Najjar and family.

20-Year Commemoration for
TJAMILEH NAJJAR, offered by
Salim and Rania Najjar and family.
37-Year Commemoration for
TVICTOR NAJJAR, offered by Salim
and Rania Najjar and family.



mailto:YAF%40stgeorgechi.org?subject=YAF%20Breakfast%20or%20Coffee%20and%20Fellowship%20Sponsorship
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/donate/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/coffee-hour/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS OPEN (see pg. 14)
DECEMBER IS THE ORDER OF SAINT IGNATIUS MONTH

Sat, Nov15- . HOLY ADVENT SEASON (see pg. 12)
Thu, Dec 25 . Advent Humanitarian Drive

Today *  Pre-Communion Prayers 9:00 am
+  Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy 9:15 am

Choir Rehearsal 9:15 am

Sunday School Classes After Communion

God’s Little Lights Ministry (3- and 4-year-olds) (see pg. 13) After Communion

+  Coffee Hour After Liturgy

Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship (see pg. 18) After Liturgy
+ Mandatory Christmas Concert/Youth Choir Rehearsal (see pg. 74)  After Sunday School

The Order-Cicero Chapter Annual General Assembly Meeting and 12:30 pm
Elections
Mon, Dec 8 -+ Teen SOYO Officers’ Zoom Meeting 8:00 pm
+  Missions and Evangelism Committee Zoom Meeting 8:30 pm
Tue, Dec9 -+ West Campus Ministry (see pg. 27) 6:00 pm
Nominating Committee Zoom Meeting 9:00 pm
Wed, Dec 10 Parish Council Monthly Meeting 7:00 pm
Thu, Dec 11 Saint Katherine the Great Antiochian Orthodox Mission Pastoral 6:00 pm
Ministry
Fri, Dec12 -+ Teen SOYO Christmas Gathering (see pg. 16) 7:00 pm
+ Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Advent Spiritual Retreat and 7:00 pm
Humanitarian Project (see pg. 19)
+  Antiochian Women (AW) Spiritual Sisters Circle Ministry (seepg. 25) 7:00 pm
Sat, Dec 13 Great Vespers Service 5:00 pm
Sun, Dec14 - Pre-Communion Prayers 9:00 am
Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy 9:15 am
+  Choir Rehearsal 9:15 am
Sunday School Classes After Communion
+  God’s Little Lights Ministry (3- and 4-year-olds) (see pg. 13) After Communion
+  Coffee Hour After Liturgy
+ Mandatory Christmas Concert/Youth Choir Rehearsal (see pg. 74)  After Sunday School
Mon, Dec 15 Sunday School Officers’ Zoom Meeting 6:00 pm
Sat, Dec 20 - Christmas Concert/Youth Choir Rehearsal 4:00 pm
Great Vespers Service 5:00 pm
+  Sunday School Christmas Concert (see pg. 32) After Vespers
Sun, Dec 21 - Pre-Communion Prayers 9:00 am
+  Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy 9:15 am
Choir Rehearsal 9:15 am
+  Coffee Hour After Liturgy

Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship (see pg. 18) After Liturgy

+  Teen SOYO Christmas Hour After Sunday School
9



On Self-Criticism
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Father Arseny (1893-1973) was a man of prayer and a high-caliber spiritual father. He spent eighteen years in a hard labor camp in
Siberia during communist rule from 1940-58. Once, during a heated argument between two ideologically opposed groups of political
prisoners, one of the leaders forcefully brought Father Arseny into the argument. The leader asked Father in front of everyone about
his and the Church’s position on the atheist government that arrests and kills priests, demolishes churches and monasteries, and
relentlessly fights the faith. This leader thought he would have fun embarrassing a “stupid” priest.

Father Arseny hesitated to answer. He did not want to engage in the debate, especially since he had not engaged in such debates
before. But, under pressure, he made the sign of the cross and began a detailed explanation, the conclusion of which was that the roots
of atheism and hostility toward the Church were planted by the Russians’ own hands because of “the bad examples demonstrated
by the intellectuals, the nobility, merchants and government employees. Yet we, the clergy, were the worst of all.” He concluded by
saying: “I cannot point the finger at our authorities because the seeds of disbelief have fallen into the soil that we ourselves have
prepared. We ourselves are guilty, too. We are only reaping what we sow.”

In prison, Father Arseny suffered a great deal of persecution and paid a high price for his disposition. He presented an honest
example of non-violence in the face of the terrible suffering he and his people were experiencing. Moreover, he offered a deep
analysis of the reasons that led to their suffering.

Our Orthodox spiritual teaching speaks of “self-blame,” which is based on discovering one’s personal role in transgressions or
mistakes, rather than blaming others. We can also call this “self-criticism,” which we rarely find in our circles. We tend to blame and
criticize others while considering ourselves “innocent of the blood of this just man.”

A person does not mature at any level, nor do institutions advance and develop, unless they continuously follow the principle of
frequent self-criticism or self-evaluation.

On a personal level, if we’re not convinced that we have our share of flaws, and if we don’t examine and monitor them closely, then
how can we get rid of them? Why do we have the right to see other peoples’ faults and slam them, when we are full of the same
faults? How applicable is the following gospel verse to our reality: “Why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye and do not
care about the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, take the plank out of your own eye first, so that you can see clearly and remove
the speck from your brother’s eye” (Matthew 7:3, 5).

The true believer criticizes himself first, then denounces the wrong actions of other people rather than criticizing the people. In
fact, we are experienced in criticizing rather than critiquing. The difference between the two aspects is huge. Criticism can be
based on emotions, anger and complaints. It can be stained with subjectivity and irrationality, so the dialogue becomes insulting
and destructive to the other. It can also be based on a superficial knowledge of the matter. Criticism can lack any effort to recognize
the reasons that might lead to consequences. Thus, the discussion leads to termination of the dialogue, causing participants to
depart carrying nothing but feelings of anger, hatred and dissatisfaction. Criticism can be a negative act because situations remain
unchanged. It can be mainly “venting” that is followed by more intense and turbulent emotional surges.

As for critique, it is based on calmness and a deep analysis which investigates the inner core of matters to understand their flaws and
the reasons behind them. Critique focuses not on the person, but reaching an understanding of the mistakes he committed in order
to correct them. Critique has its own components and standards that require strict adherence. It must be constructive and positive to
lay out the foundations for evaluation and reform.

Criticism deceives people into thinking that, by directing their anger at mistakes and blaming others for them, they absolve themselves
of responsibility. Whereas in critique, the critic can help to improve the state of decadence, regression, or degradation.

If our homes are full of piety and fear of God, and if they are built on values and virtues from the gospel, would they produce
opportunists and morally corrupt people? If we raise and instill in our children honesty, objectivity, and the meaning of true life,
would there be any room for triviality, superficiality and selfishness? “Do they pick grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles?”
(Matthew 7:16).

We frequently encounter criticism of a variety of issues and people, many of which might be true. Yet the important task is inquiring
and searching for causes that lead to these issues and reaching solutions to reduce errors and rectify their consequences. Most
important of all is claiming personal responsibility for deficiencies and seeking ways to correct them. If we place blame on others,
we will remain hostage to what we despise and complain about.

Above all, ask questions and demand answers from yourself. Do not underestimate your role, no matter how minor and insignificant
you might believe it is. You do have a part in spreading the culture of constructiveness, but start without focusing too much on
cultivating results. What matters is that you do your best.

A simple and virtuous mother is incomparably better than an educated mother who lacks virtue. Dedicated school teachers who love
their students produce a generation of positive students of integrity: a devout priest who is an apostle to others and changes their
lives; a polite and ethical worker who contributes to building trust among members of society; a humble and patient intellectual who
opens closed minds.

God has given you one or more talents to advance and increase rather than wasting your time gossiping about others while remaining
empty and trivial.
10
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Samnt George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, 1L

) Celebrate the Birth of
& THE LORD AND SAVIOR
JESUS CHRIST

2N with your
' Saint George Church Family!

Wepnesoay, Decemser 24, 2025

ROYAL HOURS, 10:00 AM
PRE-COMMUNION PRAYERS, 4:45 PM | ORTHROS (MATINS), 5:00 PM
GREAT DOXOLOGY and DIVINE LITURGY, 6:20 PM

Aovent Season Fast 22al) Ao alia

THE ADVENT (CHRISTMAS) FAST BEGAN (3 & 15 Sl 2 g3 23lial) e abia ay

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, AND 253 s Dlall be alua gaioy g LA
WILL CONCLUDE ON CHRISTMAS EVE

] = O 293 el (alaB amy J oY) (il 24

AFTER LITURGY. THIS FAST INCLUDES ; MR

ABSTAINING FROM ALL MEAT, DAIRY, UL*\J‘{?{““ b °J-‘53.‘ 8 (A0 gl
ALCOHOL, AND OIL. JLiadad 48 - gana S Jgasllyg

FOR A FASTING DISCIPLINE YOU CAN HANDLE, PLEASE SPEAK TO THE clEHGY.

Fasting must always be accompanied by prayer and forgiveness, using the wisdom

of God found, first and foremost, in the Holy Scriptures. Helping and serving others

and feeding those who are in need will give fasting its true meaning. Without love
for others, prayers are empty.

THE CHARITY CENTER (OPERATED BY YAF) IS COLLECTING CLOTHES,

TOILETRIES, AND NON-PERISHABLE FOODS DURING ADVENT FOR THE
LOCAL SHELTER. PLEASE DROP OFF ALL ITEMS TO THE CHURCH OFFICE.
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Little Lights

a Pastoral Ministry for 3- and 4-year-olds of
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church | Cicero, IL

Immediately after Communion, the children’s ministry,
“GOD’S LITTLE LIGHTS”, will take place in the cry room
(2nd floor by elevator) every Sunday.

This ministry serves all 3-YEAR-OLDS and 4-YEAR-OLDS

(born after September 1, 2021). At least one parent,

father or mother, must attend along with their children.
Younger siblings are welcome with the parents.




Curriculum Update
Lesson 12: Jesus Heals the Daughter of Jarius

and Centurion’s Servant

Last week the students learned of the healing of Jarius’ daughter.
Jarius was an important ruler in the synagogue and knows the
scriptureswell. His one and only child, his 12-year-old daughter,was
going to die. Jairus had a high opinion of Jesus, knowing He would
be able to heal his daughter. He came to Jesus humbling himself
and falling at His feet. Jesus saw the love Jarius had for his daughter
and He followed him to his home. The news came that they were
too late and his daughter had passed and not to bother the Teacher.
Jesus only took with him Peter, James,and John with him along with
Jarius and his wife. There was quite a commotion with weeping
and wailing at their home. Jesus said why are you making all this
commotion when the girl is just sleeping. Jesus reached out and
took the girl by her hand. He spoke to her and said, “Little girl, I say

to you, arise.”(Mark 5:41) Immediately the girl got up and walked around the room. Jesus
said to give the girl something to eat. Jairus and his wife were amazed.

Another miracle the students learned about was the healing of the Centurion’s servant. A
Centurion is a Roman soldier who is in charge of 100 soldiers. His servant was sick. This
Roman must have been very unique because he showed great humility in coming to Jesus.
Jesus could see his faith and he said, I will come and heal him. The Centurion’s faith was so
strong that he said, “I am not worthy that you should come under my roof, but only speak
a word and my servant will be healed.” (Matthew 8:8) Jesus replied, “I have not found such
great faith, not even in Israel.” (Matthew 8:10) From that very hour the man’s servant was

healed.

Galendar'of Events

REGISTRATION IS

OPEN! SundayischoollClassesksssssstndaysiAttersComimunion

Mandatony, Christmas;Concert

Mandatory/Christmas;Concert

StGeorgeChi.org/register-student

14

DON'T MISS ANOTHER WEEK! T (i e itensundayjsehoo)
Rehearsal =———--—--- Suni||Dec;7 after'SundaySchool

Rehearsall=——----- Suni|iDec)14 afterSunday/School

Christmas Goncert-————-———-——-——-—- Sat/| Decr20


http://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student

e

G M

™ Christmas Concerta
TICKETS and DONATIONS
fund Sunday School
activities like Summer
Bible School, Confession
Program, Godparents’
Sunday, Bible Bowl study
sessions,and MORE!

a RAWAN ASBAH

POSITION IN SS: Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten Assistant Teacher

BOOK YOU HAVE RECENTLY READ: The Power of Positive Thinking

FAVORITE SS DAY OR ACTIVITY: Arts and Icons Crafts with the kids
\_FAVORITE GAME OR SPORT: Running

SANDY ESEED
POSITION IN SS: Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten Assistant Teacher
BOOK YOU HAVE RECENTLY READ: Children Read the Bible
FAVORITE SS DAY OR AcTIVITY: Christmas Concert
M) FAVORITE GAME OR SPORT: Bingo, Monopoly, UNO, Swimming, Basketball )

_The Christmas Concert is just around the corner
in 2 short weeks. You won’t want to miss this

students have been diligently preparing
and are excited to see a full audience! Fa0r
/ PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS TODAY! > G

15


http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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'‘® Dinner
. X Christmas Card Stuffing

Wear an Ugly Christmas Sweater
. il White Elephant Gift Exchange ($5-$10)
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RSVEADY, '
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http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, 1L

Teen SOYO

SAT JAN 1/ 2026
6:45 pm - 9:00 pM

Join TEEN SOTO for an evening of helping others in need!
ALL 5 YEARS AND OLDER ARE WELCOME!

PLEASE SCAN QR-CODE OR SIGN-UP AT
WWW.FMSC.ORG/JOIN-GROUP?JOINCODE=K1D2W?2

FEED mr

STARVING
CHILDREN

740 WiLey FARM CourTt, ScHAUMBURG, IL 60173
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http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=K1D2W2

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL

SAVE-THE-DATE

Sun, December 7th YAF Coffee Hour

Tue, December 9th West Campus Ministry

Thur, December 11th Saint Katherine the Great, Antiochian Orthodox Mission
Fri, December 12th Advent Retreat & Humanitarian Project

Sun, December 21st  YAF Coffee Hour

Sat, December 27th Christmas Dinner & Gathering

Sat. January 3rd YAM Deanery Social Event at Puttshack in Oak Brook

Sun, January 4th YAF Coffee Hour

Fri, January 9th YAF General Meeting & Dinner

Sun, January 18th YAF Coffee Hour

Sat, January 24th Movie Night: Paul, Apostle of Christ

INVITING ALL YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, YOUNG MARRIED COUPLES,
AND COLLEGE STUDENTS (AGES 18+)




Saint George Antiochian OrthO(Lox \
Church, Cicero, IL » !

ADVENT - | RITUAL
RETRE "AND

HUMANITAR!" = PROJECT

FRI | DEC 12 | 7PM

5 Evening Prayers, Spiritual Talk,
% Dinner, Humanitarian Project,

and Fellowship

Inviting all Young Professionals, Young Married
Couples, and College Students (Ages 18+)

YOUNG ADULT
| FELLOWSHIP

RSVP by
Sun|Dec7

19


http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events

PUTTSHAGK DEANERY SOGIAL

Chicage-land, yeung adults are
welcome te join us

JANUARIRERDN076

TIME: 550

_ . N rcr
:00pm—3:00pm D=RS50N
LOCATION:
PUTTSHARCK, 1828
Oakbrook Center,
Oak Brook. IL 60523

THIS eVeNT IS ReSerVeD rOR YOUNG ADULT MeMBerS Or
THe ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHICAGO-LAND CHURCHeS



https://form.jotform.com/253176851128157

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL
The Young Adult Fellowship presents...

ORDER YOURS TODAY!

*LIMITED STOCK WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AFTER THE PRE-ORDER FORM CLOSES



https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/10662213


An Invitation

"Christianity is not a matter of persuading people of particular ideas, but of inviting them to
share in the greatness of Christ. So pray that | may never fall into the trap of impressing peo-
ple with clever speech, but instead | may learn to speak with humility, desiring only to impress

The Ribbon & The Cross Is

people with Christ himself.”

- Saint Ignatius of Antioch

An Invitation To Become Part Of A Ministry

An Invitation
Not Recognition

When you become part of the Order
of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, you
become part of a ministry. The Order
is not a club that you join. Itis nota
secular status symbol for recognition.
The Cross and the Ribbon that Order
supporters wear is an invitation to
become part of a ministry. It serves
as an invitation to share with one
another in the greatness of Christ by
giving in a manner that is
unconditional and quiet. Supporting
the Order’s projects, Archdiocese
Departments and numerous
programs as one group, with Christ in
our minds and hearts, should be how
we invite the world to become part
the Order’s ministry.

The Order Teaches Us How To Give

Initiate the Questions of
What? & How?

When those supporting the Order
wear their ribbon and cross, it is
meant to initiate others to inquire
about the Order and how they can
help strengthen its ministry. When
people see the red ribbon and
Cross that we wear, it helps begin
the conversation to share what the
Order does and provide the initial
welcome to help expand its
ministry. It provides an
opportunity to ask, “What does
the Order do and how can | help?”

The Order Provides
A Lesson In Giving

When you give to the Order of
Saint Ignatius of Antioch, you are
giving in a way we are all called to
give ... unconditionally. Your gift
is not individually recognized. You
are not able to designate your gift
to a specific need you select. You
are giving without recognition,
without conditions, without direct
gratitude of the Order’s recipients.
This is the manner in which a “true
gift” is made. A gift made in the
way Christ directs us.

... the Order is teaching us how to share, the Order is teaching us how to give, the Order is teaching us how to sacrifice, and
how to reach out for Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike. This is the miracle of The Order of Saint Ignatius of Antioch.”
- His Eminence Metropolitan Philip of thrice blessed memory, Founder of the Order of St. Ignatius of Anfioch

The Order of
Saint Ignatius
of Antioch

The Order of St. Ignatius Of Antioch

140 Church Camp Trail

Let no man's place, or dignity, or riches, puff him up; and let no man's low condition or poverty abase
him. For the chief points are faith towards God, hope towards Christ, the enjoyment of those good
things for which we look, and love towards God and our neighbor.

Bolivar, PA 15923 Email: theorder@antiochian.org

- Saint Ignatius of Antioch

Ph: (724) 238-3677, xt 410
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Selfles

... the Order iS'teachinguusdaow o share, the Order is teaching us how to give, the
Order is teaching us how to sacrifice, and how to reach out for Orthodox and
non-Orthodox alike. This is the miracle of The Order of Saint Ignatius of Antioch.”

-His Eminence Metropolitan Philip of thrice blessed memory,
- Founder of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch

Your gift is selfless. You help support the Order’s ministry without recognition or conditions.
There are no banquets, plaques or special awards given in your honor. Your gift is given
unconditionally to support the Orthodox Faith in North America, the Spiritual strengthening
of our youth and to care for our beloved clergy in their Golden years.

$98.22 Administrative Expense H oW YOU r An nu al
$294.64 Youth Programs & Camp Scholarships .

Gift Is Allocated
$15.04 Project Mexico Based On A $1,000 Knight &/or Dame
$15.04 Tolole Commander Level Annual Gift
$21.32 Projects & Granfts

0,
. . 61.41%
$7.52 SOYO Special Olympics
Clergy Symposium &
$6.40 Convention Support .
Of Annual Order Gifts
$15.49 Seminarian Assistance
o)
$116.54 Archdiocese Departments 29.46%
Youth Programs & Camp Scholarships
$18.80 Parish Development & Missions
- . 20.30%
$97.75 Missions & Evangelism Retired Clergy Fund
15.03 Archdiocese House of Studies
’ 11.65%
$75.19 Internet Ministry Missions & Evangelism & Parish Development
$203.02 Retired Clergy Fund

*Only 9.82% In Administrative Expense
**Based On Fiscal Year 2024

The Order of Let no man's place, or dignity, or riches, puff him up; and let no man's low condition or poverty abase
Saint Ignatius him. For the chief points are faith towards God, hope towards Christ, the enjoyment of those good

- things for which we look, and love towards God and our neighbor.
of Antioch - Saint Ignatius of Antioch

The Order of St. Ignatius Of Anfioch 140 Church Camp Trail  Bolivar, PA 15923 Email: theorder@antiochian.org Ph: (724) 238-3677, xt 410




Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN

T T TR

alendar

DECEMBER...

* Tue, Dec 9 - West Campus Ministry | 6 pm

e Thu, Dec 11 - Saint Katherine Antiochian Orthodox
Mission Pastoral Ministry | 6 pm

* Fri, Dec 12 — Spiritual Sisters Circle Ministry | 7 pm

e Sat, Dec 13 — Great Vespers Service | 5 pm

e Sat, Dec 20 — Annual Christmas Concert | 5 pm

* Wed, Dec 24 — Royal Hours | 10 am, Pre-Communion

Prayers, Matins, Christmas Liturgy | 4:45 pm

JANUARY..

e Sat, Jan 3 — Annual AW Christmas/Epiphany Dinner | 7 pm

%&é Nomenw 15+ Yolcome!

24




Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL
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SISTERS

Spiritual Discussion
In The Orthodox Club

e T MINISTRY

Coffee will be provided

Discussion Theme:

“VISION SETTING FOR 2026:
CREATING SPIRITUAL GOALS FOR THE NEW YEAR”

FRI, DEC 12, 2025
7:00 PM —9:30 PM

SCAN ME

ALL WOMEN 18+ WELCOME!



http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events

2N Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, 1L
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SAVE THE DATE

e Tue, DEC 9/2026: West Campus Ministry

Thu, DEC 11/2026: Saint Katherine Antiochian Orthodox

Mission Pastoral Ministry

Sat, DEC 13/2026: Great Vespers Service

Sat, DEC 20/2026: Annual Christmas Concert

Wed, DEC 24/2026: Royal Hours (AM), Christmas Liturgy (Pm)

sat, JAN 10/2026: Shawerma Night

ALL Gentlemen 18+ Invited

Sat, FEB 14/2026: Pre-Lenten Hafli




SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL

SAINT GEORGE PASTORAL OUTREACH PRoGRA,

WEST Camvus MINISTRY

FALL 4035 SESSION & YEBR BNNIVERSARY

@ CHURCH OF THE HOLY NATIVITY
275 S RICHMOND AVE. CLARENDON HILLS, IL. 60514

OCT 28, 2025 - NoV 4, 2025 - NoVv 11, 2025
NoV 18, 2025 - DEC 2, 2025 - DEC 9, 2025

6:00PM - 6:40PM g_; OCT' 28 - COSTUME CONTEST (CHURCH

CHECK IN OPRIATE)
COMPLIMENTARY DINNER

©: 4OPM 7.00PM
m EVENING PRAYERS

‘\' 00573 - GOBBLE & GATHER (FALL THEMED OR
COZY COLORED OUTFITS)

DEC 9 - WEAR YOUR BEST (OR WORST)

7:00PM - 8:00PM \ G CHRISTVAS SWEATER! i
ADULT LESSONS
KID’'s CLUB (AGEs 3-8)
7:00PM - 7:30PM / FOR QUESTIONS OR MORE I‘NFQRMATIQN,\
PLEASE CONTACT:

JOY CLUB (AGES 9-12) LESSONS

(X %
AR TEEN soYo (AGEs 13-18)

ACTIVITIES & GAMES
7:30PM - 8:00PM

JoY CLUB (AGES 9-12)
® ® ACTIVITIES & GAMES

TEEN soYo (AGEs 13-18)
LESSONS

8:00pM - 9:00PM
ALEXANDRA ZANAYED (630) 442-2473

) FAMILY SOCIAL HOUR
K ] & cames J K o KAREN NAWAS (630) 536-7429 /

FR. FOUAD SABA (312) 877-4770

FR. GABRIEL CORONEL (773) 746-1893
DN. GEORGE NASSIEF (925) 699-3893
DN. JOHN ZAYED (630) 901-6852
DN. MOSES BYNUM (773) 972-1471

27



1S Membership

Membership in a Church is a spiritual and relational commitment.
When someone becomes a member, they are saying:

e "This is my Church family.” e "I'want to grow, serve, and be accountable within
"I believe in the mission, teaching, and direction this community.”
of this Church.”

Membership is not about paying dues or meeting a financial requirement. It's about belonging, participating,

and sharing in the responsibility of the ministry — including prayer, service, and support.

2T HINGVANDIGIVING

Tithing or Giving is an act of worship and obedience, not a payment for services.

Tithing traditionally and biblically refers to returning Giving includes offerings above and beyond the tithe
the first 10% of one’s income to God. or any amount a person feels led to give.

Key points:

e It supports the ongoing mission of the Church: e It flows from gratitude and trust in God.
preaching, discipleship, outreach, benevolence, e Itis regular, voluntary, and spiritually motivated.
ministry programs, and operations.

Tithing/Giving is part of a believer’s relationship with God, not a fundraiser or transaction.

SHEUNdraising

Fundraising is different from tithes and offerings.

A fundraiser is a specific, time-limited effort to raise money for a particular purpose — such as youth trips,
building repairs, missions projects, or community outreach events. Examples include:

e Annual Golf Outing e Legacy Ball and Convention
e Thanksgiving Dinner e Charity Events (IOCC Fundraising)

Fundraising is occasional and project-focused, not an act of worship like tithing. It is a tool, not a spiritual
discipline.

HowjiliheyAWorkéliogetherlinfalChurch

e Membership expresses belonging.
e Tithing/Giving expresses worship and stewardship.
e Fundraising provides additional support for specific needs that go beyond the Church’s regular budget.

A healthy Church doesn’t replace giving with fundraising, nor does it require money to belong. Instead, it
teaches biblical giving, invites joyful voluntary generosity, and uses fundraising only when appropriate.



https://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership/

Saint George Church
is made up of a committed and
generous spiritual community that
cares for the Church.

TOGETHER, let us close the deficit
over the last 4 weeks of the year!

GOAL: $410,000 ¥y

'SCAN ME



https://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership/

th Annual / -

= GOLFCLAS

Golfing for a purpose

LE CLASSIC

= Q&SATU RDAY,
W JUNE 13,2026

Registration and Sponsorships
COMING SOON!




il
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

i § Antiochian Family Ministry (AFM)
Presents...

NEW YEAR’'S

&

6:45 PM Pre-Communion Prayers

7:00 PM Evening Divine Liturgy
followed by Dinner, Music, and Raffle

COUNTDOWN AT MIDNIGHT!

WEDNESDAY | DEC. 31 | 6:45 PM

RSVP Required for All ages over 3 2>
ALL are Welcome | First Come-First Serve
No Refunds after Monday | Dec. 15
$600/Table of 8
$75/Individual Ticket
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http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL

(Jhostmay (Jonceil

A FUNDRAISING EVENT FO
R AISIY QX 3 SUNDAY SCHOOL

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2025

Great Vespers Service 5:00PM
followed by

@W;tﬂ(%m?@mﬂ (9%&

$25/ADULT
$15/CHILDREN (12 AND UNDER)

PURCHASE PURCHASE TICKETS BY ERI [ DEC 12

TICKETS
HERE

O O J4 PROCEEDS J2 to support Sunday School ministries including...

SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL  Godparents’ Sunday
Creative Arts Festival « Staff Lenten Retreat/Training
SCAN ME Confession Program



http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events

