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Welcome to Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church! 
This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church. The Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Church belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition, which 
express the continued commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  
Receiving Holy Communion in this Church is to adhere and commit to the One True Church, the Orthodox Church.
Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your name(s) to the Ushers and introduce yourself 
to Father Saba at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.

Welcome! Ahlan wa Sahlan! ���� � ����!!أهلا و سھلا

OFFIce HOurS:
Monday–Friday: 8:30 am–5:00 pm

Saturday: By Appointment

Sunday: Closed

WeeKLy SerVIceS ScHeduLe:
Saturdays:  Great Vespers as announced
Sundays:  9:15am Orthros (Matins) and
10:20am Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
Confession by Appointment

brOTHerHOOd OF THe nObLe JOSePH:
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, PASTOR

V. Rev. Fr. Gabriel Coronel, ASSISTANT PRIEST

Dn. George Nassief
Dn. John Zayed
Dn. Moses Bynum
Sdn. Mazen Khalifeh
Sdn. Raymond Antypas
Sdn. Youssef Selim
Sdn. Mazen Rihani
Protopsaltis Jameel Haddad, CHANTER

Chadi Karam, CHANTER / BYZANTINE CHOIR DIRECTOR

Matthew Ablan, CHANTER

Faraj Shahrstan, CHANTER

Trevor Lenhart, CHOIR DIRECTOR

Ryan McMahon, HEAD USHER

All Choir Members, Ushers, & Acolytes

cHurcH OFFIce:
Veronica Egan, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

Samar Rihani, ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY

Holly Goljic, GRAPHIC DESIGNER

1220 South 60th Court
Cicero, Illinois  60804
PHONE: (708) 656-2927
FAX: (708) 656-1166
EMAIL: Office@StGeorgeChi.org
WEBSITE: www.StGeorgeChi.org

2025 ParISH cOuncIL:
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, PRESIDING OFFICER
Elias Akkari, CHAIRMAN
Dr. Johnny Kuttab, VICE-CHAIRMAN
Victor Imreibe, SECRETARY
Amir Rihani, TREASURER
Mina Rantisi, FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Fares Bannourah, MEMBER
George Conopeotis, MEMBER
Maher Eseed, MEMBER
Jeries Kahoush, MEMBER
Michael Moukheiber, MEMBER
Karen Nawas, MEMBER
Suhail Qumri, MEMBER
Joseph Rihani, MEMBER
Steve Saba, MEMBER
Eddy Shaheen, MEMBER

eX-OFFIcIO memberS:
Abeer Kari, ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN
Nina Ghanayem, YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP (YAF)
Angelina Imseeh, TEEN SOYO
Darlene N. Haddad, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE
Eli Haig, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE
Mansour Rayan, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE / 

HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER
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Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26
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Glory to Thee, who has shown forth the Light. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will among men.
We hymn Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy 
great glory.
O Lord King, heavenly God, Father almighty; O 
Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and O 
Holy Spirit.
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on 
us, thou that takest away the sins of the world.
Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.
For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, O 
Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise Thy 
name forever, yea forever and ever.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without 
sin.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers, 
and praised and glorified is Thy name forever. 
Amen.
Let Thy mercy be upon us, O Lord, even as we 
have set our hope on thee.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes. 
(thrice)
Lord, thou hast been our refuge from generation 
to generation. I said: Lord, be merciful unto me; 
heal my soul, for I have sinned against Thee.
Lord, I have fled unto Thee; teach me to do Thy 
will, for Thou art my God.
For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light 
shall we see light.
O continue Thy mercy unto them that know Thee.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us. (thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit.
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us.

THE GREAT DOXOLOGY
ْـدُُ للهِِ فــي الــعَلَاءِِ،  ِـرََ النــور، المََ�ج ْـدُُ ل�َـكََ يــا مُُظ�ه المََ�ج

ضِِ اـسََّللامُُ، وـفـي النـّـاسِِ المََسـرَّّة وعـلـى الأْرْ
ِـنْْ  ْـكُُرُُكََ م� ّـدُكََُ، نََ�ش جُُْدُُ ل�َـكََ نُمََُجِّّج ّ�بَِّحُُكََ نُبُــارِِكُُكََ، نَس� نُس�

دِِْك أـجـلِِ عظـيـمِِ جََلالِِ مََـج
بُُّّرَّ المََل�ــكُُ، الس�مَاويُُّ، الإلــهُُ، الآبُُ الضا�بِـطُُ  أيُّهُــا الــ
الــكُُلّّ. أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإ�بنُُْ الوََحيــدُُ، يا يَسَــوعُُ المََســيحُُ، 

وـيـا أيُّـُهـا اـرّّلوحُُ القُــدُسُ
لَََ اللهِِ يا ابــنََ الآبِِ، يــا رافِِعََ  أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإلــهُُ، يــا حََم�

يـا رافِِعََ خََطاـيـا العالَمَ ـْمْنـا، ـ حََْرْ خطيـئـةِِ العاـ�لـمِِ ا
الآبِِ  ييمــنِِ  عََــنْْ  الجال�ـِسُُ  أيُّهُــا  تَضَََرُُّعََنــا  ْلَْ  تَقَبـ�

ـْمْـنا حََْرْ وا
ــدَكَََ الــرََّبُُّ  دُُّوُسٌٌ، أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ ــدَكَََ �قـ َكََ أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ لأنـ�

ـدِِْ اللهِِ الآبِِ، آمــني يَـَـسوعُُ المََــيسحُُ، ــفي مََـجْ
دَِِ،  ــى الأ�ب ــمََكََ إل ــ�بِِّحُُ اسْْ ــارِِكُُكََ، وأُسََُ َـومٍٍ أُبُ ــي كُُ�لِِّ ي� ف

دَ دَِِ الأـب لـى أـب وإـ
فَظَََ في هذا اليَوَمِِ بِِغيِِر خََطةٍٍئي. ْلْنا يا رََبُُّ أنْْ نُْحْ أ�هِِّ

ــدٌٌ  ــبَّحٌٌَ ومُُمََجََّ ــا، وََمُُسََ ــهََ آبائِِن ــا رََبُُّ إل ْـتََ ي ــارََكٌٌ أن� مُُب
ني دِِب، آمـ لـى الأـ مُُْكََ إـ اسـْ

مََتُكََُ علَْيْنا، كََمِِثْلِِْ ا�تِِّكالِِنا عََكيل. لِِتَكَُُنْْ يا رََبُُّ رََْحْ
ني حُُقوقَكَ. )ثلاثاًً( مُُبارََكٌٌ أْنْتََ يا رََبُُّ عََ�لِِّْمْ

تُُْ  ْـتََ لنــا فــي يجــلٍٍ ويجــلٍٍ، أنــا ل�ق يــا رََبُُّ مََجْلْــأًً كُُن�
تُُْ  ــد خََطِِئ� ــي ق ْـفِِ نَفَســي لأنَّنَ ــي وا�ش ن حََْرْْمْ ــا رََبُُّ ا ي

إلـكي
ـلَََ رضــاكََ،  م�ْعْ نــي أنْْ أ يــا رََبُُّ إليــكََ لجــأتُُ فَعََ�لِِّْمْ

هـي وََُ إلـ نـتََ هـ َـكََ أـ لأـن
لأنََّ مِِنْْ قِِبَلَِِكََ عنََْيْ اليحاةِِ، وبِِنورِِكََ عناينُُ النور.

مََتَكَََ على الذين يرِِعفونَكَََ. فاسُُبْطْ رََْحْ
�قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ القــويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يمــوتُُ 

نــا. )ثلاثــاًً( ارحََْمْ
دُُ لِِلآبِِ والإنِِب والرّّوحِِ القُدُُسُِِ. المََْجْ

رِِْهْ الداهِِرينََ، آنيم. الآنََ وكُُلََّ أوانٍٍ وإلى دَ
نا. قُدُّوّسٌٌ الذي لا يَمَوتُُ ارحََْمْ

َـويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يَمَــوتُُ  �قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الق�
ـْمْنـا حََْرْ ا
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TODAY’S LITURGY INSERTS

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE GOSPEL BOOK
كََْرْْعْ لِِْلْمََسحِيِ، مََلِِكِِنا وإلهِِنا. خََ�لِِّصْْنا يا  جُُْسْْدْ ونَ هََلُمُّّوا لِِنَ

انََْبْ الله، يا مََنْْ قامََ مِِنْْ بَيَْْنِِ الأموات، لِِنُرََُ�تِِّلََ لَكَََ. هََلِِلوييا

Come, let us worship, and fall down before Christ. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the Who art risen from the 
deaddead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY (TONE 3)
اليومََ العَْذْراء، تَتْأْي إلى المََغارََة، لِِتَلَِِدََ الكََلِِمََة الذي قَلََْبْ 
الهُُّدُّور، وِِلادَةًًَ لا تُفَُسَََّرُُ ولا يُطََْنْقُُ بِهِا، فَاَْفْرََحِِي أيَّتَُهُا 
يد مََعََ المََلائِِكََةِِ والرُُّعاة،  المََكْسْونَةَُُ إذا سََمِِتِِْعْ، ومََ�جِِّ
هََْظْرُُ بِِمََئَيشتَِِهِِ طِِلاًْفًْ جََدياًدً وهُُو إلهُُنا الذي قَلََْبْ  الذي سََيَ

الهُُّدُّور.

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give 
birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was 
before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on 
hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the Angels 
and the shepherds now glorify Him * Who is 
willing to be gazed on * as a young Child Who * 
before the ages is God.

THE SYNAXARION

TROPARION OF SAINT GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR (TONE 4)
ولفُلقَُرَاءِِ  ومُُتِعِقٌٌ،  مُُحََر�ر  لسُُأملورينََ  أنَّكَََ  مبا 
والمََسََانِِيك عاضِِدٌٌ ونَاَصِِرٌٌ وللمََضََرى طبيبٌٌ وشََافٍٍ 
في  العظمُُي  أيها  ومُُحََارِِبٌٌ  مُُكافِِحٌٌ  المؤمِِننََي  وعنِِ 
الشُُدهاءِِ جاوريجوسُُ اللآبِِسُُ الظََفَرَ تَشَََفَّعَ إلى المسحِيِ 

الإلهِِ في خََلاصِِ نُفُُوُسِِنا.

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives,  
a help and support of the poor and needy, a 
healing physician of the sick, a contender and 
fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the 
victory clad George; intercede with Christ God for 
the salvation of our souls.

EPISTLE READERS
English Arabic

Omar RihaniOmar Rihani TodayToday Hani RihaniHani Rihani

Juliana Nawas Dec 14 Hanan Mseih

Hania Kahoush Dec 21 Sdn. Mazen Rihani

Joelle Boulos Dec 25 (12/24) Dr. Manal Ibrahim

Hanna Hinnawi Dec 28 Amanda Imseih

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 1)

إنََ الحََجََرََ لمََّا خُُتِِمََ مِِنََ اليَهَودِِ، وجََسََدَكَََ الطََّاهِِرََ حُُفِِظََ 
مِِْوْ الثَّاَلِِثِِ أيُّهُا المُُخََ�لِِّصُُ، مانِاًحً  تََ في اليَ مِِنََ الجُُدِِْنْ، قُْمْ
يا  إليكََ  هََتَفَُوُا  السََّماوات،  قُوََُّاتُُ  لِِذلِِكََ  الحََياة.  العالَمَََ 
دُُ  المََْجْ المََسحي،  أيُّهُا  لِِقِِيامََتِِكََ  دُُ  المََْجْ الحََياة:  واهِِبََ 

دَْحْكَ. دُُ لِِتَرِِيبْدْكََ، يا مُُحِِبََّ البَشَََرِِ وََ لِِمُُكِِْلْكََ، المََْجْ

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the 
soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou 
didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting 
life to the world. For which cause the heavenly 
powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. 
Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy 
kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who 
alone art the lover of mankind.

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 1)

إنََ الحََجََرََ لمََّا خُُتِِمََ مِِنََ اليَهَودِِ، وجََسََدَكَََ الطََّاهِِرََ حُُفِِظََ 
مِِْوْ الثَّاَلِِثِِ أيُّهُا المُُخََ�لِِّصُُ، مانِاًحً  تََ في اليَ مِِنََ الجُُدِِْنْ، قُْمْ
يا  إليكََ  هََتَفَُوُا  السََّماوات،  قُوََُّاتُُ  لِِذلِِكََ  الحََياة.  العالَمَََ 
دُُ  المََْجْ المََسحي،  أيُّهُا  لِِقِِيامََتِِكََ  دُُ  المََْجْ الحََياة:  واهِِبََ 

دَْحْكَ. دُُ لِِتَرِِيبْدْكََ، يا مُُحِِبََّ البَشَََرِِ وََ لِِمُُكِِْلْكََ، المََْجْ

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the 
soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou 
didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting 
life to the world. For which cause the heavenly 
powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. 
Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy 
kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who 
alone art the lover of mankind.
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KONTAKION FOR THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON (TONE 8)
Only at Saint George Church in Cicero

إني أنا عبدُكُِِ يا والةَدَ الإله* اكتُبُُُ لكِِ راياتِِ الغلبة يا 
جنيَّدةًًَ مُُحاةيم* وأُدقمُُ لكِِ الشُُكرََ كََمُُنقذةٍٍ نََم الشََّدادئ* 
التي لا تُحََُارََب* اعقِِتيني نم  العِِزََةََ  أنََّ لكِِ  لنك مبا 
صُُنوفِِ الدشادئ* حتى أرُُصخََ إلكِِي إفرحي يا عرواًسً 

لا عروسََ لها.

To thee the champion leader, * I thy city offer  
thanks of victory. * O Theotokos, thou who hast 
delivered me from terror.   * But as thou hast that 
power which is invincible, * From all dangers set 
me free and deliver me.  That I may cry unto thee: 
* Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

THE SYNAXARION
On December 7th in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our father among the saints 

Ambrose, bishop of Milan.
Ambrose, having shed his corruptible body, hath fitly partaken of divine ambrosia.

On the seventh Ambrose came upon immortal terrain.
His father was the imperial governor of Gaul and Spain, and a pagan, while his mother was a 

Christian. On the death of his father, the Emperor made him governor of Liguria, of which province 
Milan was the chief city. When the bishop of Milan died, there was great dissention about the 
choice of a new bishop. Ambrose went into the church to keep order.  Thereupon, a child at its 
mother’s breast cried out: “Ambrose for bishop!” All the people took this to be the voice of God, 
and unanimously elected Ambrose as their bishop, although it was against his will. Ambrose was 
baptized, and passed through all the necessary ranks in one week. As bishop, he strengthened the 
faith of the Orthodox, restrained heretics, adorned churches, spread the Faith among the pagans, 
wrote many instructive books and was an example of a true Christian and a true shepherd. Ambrose 
died peacefully at daybreak on Pascha in 397.

On this day, we also commemorate the Martyr Athenodoros of Mesopotamia; and Venerable 
Gregory, founder of Gregoriou monastery on Athos. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, 
have mercy upon us. Amen.

EPISTLE READERS
English Arabic

Omar RihaniOmar Rihani TodayToday Hani RihaniHani Rihani

Juliana Nawas Dec 14 Hanan Mseih

Hania Kahoush Dec 21 Sdn. Mazen Rihani

Joelle Boulos Dec 25 (12/24) Dr. Manal Ibrahim

Hanna Hinnawi Dec 28 Amanda Imseih
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Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us.

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

The Reading from the Epistle of The Reading from the Epistle of 

Saint Paul to the Ephesians (5:8-19)Saint Paul to the Ephesians (5:8-19)

Brethren, walk as children of light—for the 

fruit of light is found in all that is good and right 

and true—and try to learn what is pleasing to 

the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of 

darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a 

shame even to speak of the things that they do in 

secret; but when anything is exposed by the light 

it becomes visible, for anything that becomes 

visible is light. Therefore, it is said, “Awake, O 

sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 

give you light.” Look carefully then how you walk, 

not as unwise men but as wise, making the most 

of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore, 

do not be foolish, but understand what the will 

of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for 

that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 

addressing one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing and making melody to 

the Lord with all your heart.

لتكُُنْْ يا ربُُّ رحمََتُكََُ عيلنا، 

يقونََ بالبّّر. إتَبهَِِجوا أيُّهُا ال�دِّصِ

فصل من رسالة القديس بولس 

الرسول إلى أهل أفسس )5:8-19(

يــا إخــوةُُ، أُسُــلُكُُُوا أكولادٍٍ للنــور )فــإنََّ ثمــرََ 

( مُُتَخبَِرِيــنََ  ٍ الــروحِِ هــو فــي �لِّكِ صلاحٍٍ وبــ�رٍٍّ وحــ�قٍّ

ــي  ــتَكروا ف ِ. ولا شت ــ�بِّر ــدى ال ــيٌٌّ ل وََُ مََضِِر ــا ه� م

بالأحــرى  بــل  ـِرََةِِ  المُُم�ث غيــرِِ  ـَةِِ  الظُُم�ل أعمــالِِ 

ــرّّاًً  ــا سِِ ــي يلعفونَهَ ــالََ الت ــإنََّ الأفع ــا. ف ــوا عهيل و�بِّخِ

َخُُ عيلــهِِ  يُوََُ�بـ مــا  لكــنََّ لََّك  أيضــاًً.  رُُْكْهــا  ذِِ ُحُُ  يَبـ�ْقْ

نَُُ هــو نــورٌٌ. ولذلــكََ  نَُُ بالنــور. فــإنََّ لََّك مــا يُل�ع يُل�ع

يقــولُُ: اســيتقظ أيُّهُــا النائــمُُ وََ�قْمُْ مــن يبــنِِ الأمــواتِِ 

فيُضُــيءََ لــكََ المســحي. فاظُُنــروا إذنْْ أن تســلُكُوا 

بِِحََــذَرٍٍَ لا كََجُُــهلاءََ بــل كحُُمكــاء، مُُتَْفْدَيــنََ الوقــتََ 

ــلِِ  ــاءََ ب ــوا أغبي ــك لا كتون ــامََ شــريةٌرٌ. فلذل ــإنََّ الأي ف

افمهــوا مــا شمــةُئيُ الــبر. ولا تَسَــكََروا بالمخــرِِ 

ــنََ  ــروح، مُُكََ�لِِّيم ُـوا بال ــل ائ�لتم ــي فهيــا الدعــارََةُُ ب الت

ضُُعبكــم عبضــاًً زمبايمــرََ وتســاحََيب وأغانــيََّ روحي�ةٍٍَ 

بّّرل مك لـ فـي لقوبِـِ نََي ـ نََي و�تِّرمِلـ مُُرََ�نِِّمـ

EPISTLE
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel The Reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to Saint Luke (13:10-17)according to Saint Luke (13:10-17)

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of 

the synagogues on the Sabbath.  And there was 

a woman who had had a spirit of infirmity for 

eighteen years; she was bent over and could not 

fully straighten herself.  And when Jesus saw 

her, He called her and said to her, “Woman, you 

are freed from your infirmity.”  And He laid His 

hands upon her, and immediately she was made 

straight, and she praised God.  But the ruler of the 

synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed 

on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six 

days on which work ought to be done; come on 

those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath 

day.”  Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrite!  

Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox 

or his ass from the manger, and lead it away to 

water it?  And ought not this woman, a daughter 

of Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen 

years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath 

day?”  As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were 

put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all 

the glorious things that were done by Him.

فلٌٌص شََريفٌٌ مِِنْْ بِِشارََةِِ القِِدّّيسِِ لوقا 

ِ البَشَرِِي والتلْْميذِِ الطاهِِر )13:10-17( الإنْْجلِِييِّ�

ــدِِ  ــي أحََ مُُِ ف ــوعُُ يل��ع ــانِِ، كانََ يس ــكََ المز ــي ذل ف

روحُُ  ـَا  بِِ�ه ـرْأةٍٍ  بِِام� وإذا  الســبتِِ،  مََْوَْ   يـ� ـعِِِ  الجمام�

ةًًَ  ْتَْ مُُحََْنْنِِي� نََةًًَ، وكان� ْـرََةََ س� ــي عََ�ش ذُُْ ثَمَان َـرََضٍٍ مُُن� م�

ــوعُُ،  ــا يَسَ َـا رََآه ةَََ. فلَم� ــبََ البَت� ــتَطَعُُي أنْْ تَتَْنْصَِِ لا تَْسْ

لَْطْق�ةٌٌَ مِِنْْ مََرََضِِــكِِ. وََوََضََعََ  َـا: إن�كَِِ مُُ دَعَاهــا وقــالََ لََ�ه

دََتَِِ الله  ، ومََ�ج تَْقَامََْتْ َـا، وفــي الحــالِِ اس� هِِْ عْيْل�ه يَدََي�

لإ�بـرْاءِِ  مُُتْغْــاظٌٌ  وهُُــوََ  ـعَِِ،  م�ْجْ المََ ريئــسُُ  فَأََجَــابََ 

ّـامٍٍ  تَِّةَُُ أَي� يََِ س� عِِْ: ه� ــالََ لِِجََْلْم� تِِْبَْ، وق يســوعََ فــي الس�

ــفُوُنََ، لا  تَْسْْشْ ــونََ وتَ ــا تَتْأْ ــا، فَهيف لَُُ فهي ِـي العَم� يَبَْنْغ�

مِِْوَْ الس�تِِْبَْ. فَأََجَــابََ الــرََّبُُّ وقــالََ: يــا مُُرائ�ِـي!  فــي ي�

ــي  ــارََهُُ ف رََْوَْهُُ أَْوْ حِِم  ــلُُّ ث� ْمُْ يَحَُُ ــدٍٍ مِِك�ْنْ سََْ كُُلُُّ واحِِ ألي�

ذَِِهِِ،  ــقهِِي؟ وه� هِِِ فَيََْسْ ِـقُُ �ب وََْذِْدِِ ويَطََْنْل� نََِ ام�ْلْ ــتِِْبْ م� السََّ

ذُُْ  ــْيْطانُُ مُُن� ــا الشََّ ــي رََبَطَََه ــمََ الت ةَُُ إرباهي يََِ ان�ْبْ وه�

ِـنْْ  ل�ْطْقَََ م� ِـي أنْْ تُ َـا كانََ يَبَْنْغ� ْـرََةََ ســنَةًًَ، أم� ثَمَانــي عََ�ش

زَِِيََ  ــالََ هــذا، خ� َـا ق ــومََ الســتِِْبْ؟ ولَم� ــاطِِ ي ب هــذا ال�رِِّ

عُُْ بِِجََيمــعِِ الأُمُــورِِ  ُـهُُ، وف�رَِِحََ الجََم� َـنْْ كانََ يقاوِِم� كُُلُُّ م�

ْـهُُ ْـدُرُُُ مِِنـ ْتَْ تَصَـْ تـي كاـن دَيةَِِ الـ المََجـ

GOSPEL
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COMMEMORATIONS
Dec 21Dec 21 •	 2-Year Commemoration for †MIKEL †MIKEL 

AL NIMRIAL NIMRI, offered by Salim and 
Rania Najjar and family.

•	 6-Year Commemoration for 
†FARHAN AL NIMRI†FARHAN AL NIMRI, offered by 
Salim and Rania Najjar and family.

•	 11-Year Commemoration for †GABI †GABI 
NAJJARNAJJAR, offered by Salim and 
Rania Najjar and family.

•	 20-Year Commemoration for 
†JAMILEH NAJJAR†JAMILEH NAJJAR, offered by 
Salim and Rania Najjar and family.

•	 37-Year Commemoration for 
†VICTOR NAJJAR†VICTOR NAJJAR, offered by Salim 
and Rania Najjar and family.

MEMORIALS
TodayToday •	 1-Year Memorial Service for 

†MASAD FADEL SABA†MASAD FADEL SABA, offered by 
Dina Saba and children and their 
families.

•	 1-Year Memorial Service for †HAYAT †HAYAT 
SOUSANSOUSAN, offered by the Sousan 
family.

Dec 14Dec 14 •	 6-Month Memorial Service for 
†JOANNA DOMKO KHOURY†JOANNA DOMKO KHOURY, offered 
by the Khoury family.

•	 Memorial Service for †EMIL †EMIL 
HADDAD, SR.HADDAD, SR., offered by Hon. 
William and Sandy Haddad.

YAF COFFEE 
and 

FELLOWSHIP 
SPONSORS

Today – OPEN

↳ Dec 21 – OPEN

SCAN ME

Donate to 
Your Church 

Today

Coffee Hour Sponsors:
Today – Peter and Amani Isaid 

and Family
Dec 14 – Darlene Haddad
Dec 21 – Salim and Rania Najjar and 

Family
Dec 28 – Frank and Reem 

Gambino and Family
Jan 4 – OPEN
Jan 11 – OPEN

Holy Bread Offered By:
Today – Dina Saba and Children 

and Their Families
– The Sousan Family

Dec 14 – The Khoury Family
 – Hon. William and Sandy 

Haddad
 – Kamal and Etihad Rihani and 

Family
Dec 21 – Nabeel and Bulin Eseed and 

Family
 – Salim and Rania Najjar and 

Family
Dec 28 – OPEN
Jan 4 – OPEN
Jan 11 – OPEN

mailto:YAF%40stgeorgechi.org?subject=YAF%20Breakfast%20or%20Coffee%20and%20Fellowship%20Sponsorship
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/donate/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/coffee-hour/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS OPEN SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS OPEN (see pg. 14)  

DECEMBER IS THE ORDER OF SAINT IGNATIUS MONTHDECEMBER IS THE ORDER OF SAINT IGNATIUS MONTH
Sat, Nov 15-Sat, Nov 15-
Thu, Dec 25Thu, Dec 25

•	 HOLY ADVENT SEASON HOLY ADVENT SEASON (see pg. 12)
•	 Advent Humanitarian DriveAdvent Humanitarian Drive  

TodayToday •	 Pre-Communion Prayers
•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Sunday School Classes
•	 God’s Little Lights Ministry (3- and 4-year-olds) (see pg. 13)
•	 Coffee Hour
•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship (see pg. 18)
•	 Mandatory Christmas Concert/Youth Choir Rehearsal (see pg. 14)
•	 The Order-Cicero Chapter Annual General Assembly Meeting and 

Elections

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy

After Sunday School
12:30 pm 

Mon, Dec 8Mon, Dec 8 •	 Teen SOYO Officers’ Zoom Meeting
•	 Missions and Evangelism Committee Zoom Meeting

8:00 pm
8:30 pm

Tue, Dec 9Tue, Dec 9 •	 West Campus Ministry (see pg. 27)
•	 Nominating Committee Zoom Meeting

6:00 pm
9:00 pm

Wed, Dec 10Wed, Dec 10 Parish Council Monthly Meeting 7:00 pm
Thu, Dec 11Thu, Dec 11 Saint Katherine the Great Antiochian Orthodox Mission Pastoral 

Ministry
6:00 pm 

Fri, Dec 12Fri, Dec 12 •	 Teen SOYO Christmas Gathering (see pg. 16)
•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Advent Spiritual Retreat and 

Humanitarian Project (see pg. 19)
•	 Antiochian Women (AW) Spiritual Sisters Circle Ministry (see pg. 25)

7:00 pm
7:00 pm 

7:00 pm
Sat, Dec 13Sat, Dec 13 Great Vespers Service 5:00 pm
Sun, Dec 14Sun, Dec 14 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers

•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Sunday School Classes
•	 God’s Little Lights Ministry (3- and 4-year-olds) (see pg. 13)
•	 Coffee Hour
•	 Mandatory Christmas Concert/Youth Choir Rehearsal (see pg. 14)

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Sunday School

Mon, Dec 15Mon, Dec 15 Sunday School Officers’ Zoom Meeting 6:00 pm
Sat, Dec 20Sat, Dec 20 •	 Christmas Concert/Youth Choir Rehearsal

•	 Great Vespers Service
•	 Sunday School Christmas Concert (see pg. 32)

4:00 pm
5:00 pm

After Vespers
Sun, Dec 21Sun, Dec 21 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers

•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Coffee Hour
•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship (see pg. 18)
•	 Teen SOYO Christmas Hour

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Liturgy
After Liturgy

After Sunday School
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On Self-Criticism
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Father Arseny (1893-1973) was a man of prayer and a high-caliber spiritual father. He spent eighteen years in a hard labor camp in 
Siberia during communist rule from 1940-58. Once, during a heated argument between two ideologically opposed groups of political 
prisoners, one of the leaders forcefully brought Father Arseny into the argument. The leader asked Father in front of everyone about 
his and the Church’s position on the atheist government that arrests and kills priests, demolishes churches and monasteries, and 
relentlessly fights the faith. This leader thought he would have fun embarrassing a “stupid” priest. 
Father Arseny hesitated to answer. He did not want to engage in the debate, especially since he had not engaged in such debates 
before. But, under pressure, he made the sign of the cross and began a detailed explanation, the conclusion of which was that the roots 
of atheism and hostility toward the Church were planted by the Russians’ own hands because of “the bad examples demonstrated 
by the intellectuals, the nobility, merchants and government employees. Yet we, the clergy, were the worst of all.” He concluded by 
saying: “I cannot point the finger at our authorities because the seeds of disbelief have fallen into the soil that we ourselves have 
prepared. We ourselves are guilty, too. We are only reaping what we sow.” 
In prison, Father Arseny suffered a great deal of persecution and paid a high price for his disposition. He presented an honest 
example of non-violence in the face of the terrible suffering he and his people were experiencing. Moreover, he offered a deep 
analysis of the reasons that led to their suffering. 
Our Orthodox spiritual teaching speaks of “self-blame,” which is based on discovering one’s personal role in transgressions or 
mistakes, rather than blaming others. We can also call this “self-criticism,” which we rarely find in our circles. We tend to blame and 
criticize others while considering ourselves “innocent of the blood of this just man.” 
A person does not mature at any level, nor do institutions advance and develop, unless they continuously follow the principle of 
frequent self-criticism or self-evaluation.  
On a personal level, if we’re not convinced that we have our share of flaws, and if we don’t examine and monitor them closely, then 
how can we get rid of them? Why do we have the right to see other peoples’ faults and slam them, when we are full of the same 
faults? How applicable is the following gospel verse to our reality: “Why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye and do not 
care about the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, take the plank out of your own eye first, so that you can see clearly and remove 
the speck from your brother’s eye” (Matthew 7:3, 5). 
The true believer criticizes himself first, then denounces the wrong actions of other people rather than criticizing the people. In 
fact, we are experienced in criticizing rather than critiquing. The difference between the two aspects is huge. Criticism can be 
based on emotions, anger and complaints. It can be stained with subjectivity and irrationality, so the dialogue becomes insulting 
and destructive to the other. It can also be based on a superficial knowledge of the matter. Criticism can lack any effort to recognize 
the reasons that might lead to consequences. Thus, the discussion leads to termination of the dialogue, causing participants to 
depart carrying nothing but feelings of anger, hatred and dissatisfaction. Criticism can be a negative act because situations remain 
unchanged. It can be mainly “venting” that is followed by more intense and turbulent emotional surges. 
As for critique, it is based on calmness and a deep analysis which investigates the inner core of matters to understand their flaws and 
the reasons behind them. Critique focuses not on the person, but reaching an understanding of the mistakes he committed in order 
to correct them. Critique has its own components and standards that require strict adherence. It must be constructive and positive to 
lay out the foundations for evaluation and reform.
Criticism deceives people into thinking that, by directing their anger at mistakes and blaming others for them, they absolve themselves 
of responsibility. Whereas in critique, the critic can help to improve the state of decadence, regression, or degradation. 
If our homes are full of piety and fear of God, and if they are built on values and virtues from the gospel, would they produce 
opportunists and morally corrupt people? If we raise and instill in our children honesty, objectivity, and the meaning of true life, 
would there be any room for triviality, superficiality and selfishness? “Do they pick grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles?” 
(Matthew 7:16). 
We frequently encounter criticism of a variety of issues and people, many of which might be true. Yet the important task is inquiring 
and searching for causes that lead to these issues and reaching solutions to reduce errors and rectify their consequences. Most 
important of all is claiming personal responsibility for deficiencies and seeking ways to correct them. If we place blame on others, 
we will remain hostage to what we despise and complain about.
Above all, ask questions and demand answers from yourself. Do not underestimate your role, no matter how minor and insignificant 
you might believe it is. You do have a part in spreading the culture of constructiveness, but start without focusing too much on 
cultivating results. What matters is that you do your best.  
A simple and virtuous mother is incomparably better than an educated mother who lacks virtue. Dedicated school teachers who love 
their students produce a generation of positive students of integrity: a devout priest who is an apostle to others and changes their 
lives; a polite and ethical worker who contributes to building trust among members of society; a humble and patient intellectual who 
opens closed minds. 
God has given you one or more talents to advance and increase rather than wasting your time gossiping about others while remaining 
empty and trivial.
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في النقد الذاتيّّ
الرتموبولتي سابا )اسبر(

الأب أرســاني )١٨٩٣-١٩٧٣(، رجــل صلاة وأب روحــيّّ مــن الطــراز الرفيــع. أمضــى فــي تعمقــل الأشــغال الشــاقّةّ، فــي ســيبرييا، 
ثمانــي عشــرة ســنة، إ�بّـان الكحــم الشــيوعي )١٩٤٠-١٩٥٨(. مــرّّةًً، وفميــا كان عبــض التعمقيلــن السياســيّني، العتمادين في�ركاًًّ، يجتادلون 
حبــدّةّ، إذا زبعيــم إحــدى المجموعيتــن يلجــب الأب أرســاني إلــى حلبــة الجــدال، بالقــوّّة، ويســأله أمــام اليمجــع: مــا هــو موفقــه وموقــف 
الكنيســة مــن الكحومــة الحلمــدة، التــي تقتــل الهكنــة وتعتقهلــم، وهتــمد الكنائــس والأديــرة، وحتــارب الديــن بلا هــوادة؟ ظــنّّ ذاك الزتمعــم 

أـنهّ ـتيسلّسىّ بإـرحاج كاـنه “غـيّّب”
تــدّردّ الأب أرســاني فــي الجــواب، رغبــةًً منــه فــي عــمد الخدــول فــي الســجال القائــم. خاصّّــةًً، وأن�هّ مــا ســبق لــه وشــارك فيــه مــن قبــل 
لن�كهّ، حتــت الضغــط، رســم إشــارة اليلصــب، وبــدأ شــرحاًً مســيفتضاًً، خلاتصــه أنّّ البرتــة، التــي أنبتــت الإلحــاد والعــداء لكلنيســة، قــد 
هيّأّهــا الــروس أبيديهــم، بســبب “الألثمــة الســيّةئ، التــي دّقهتمــا لنــا طبقــة القّثميفــن، والنــبلاء والجتــار والمويفظــن فــي دوائــر الكحومــة 
هّ إصبــع الاهتــام إلــى ســلطاتنا، لأنّّ بــذور  ون�كّـا، حنــن، فــي ســكل الهكنــوت أســوأهم عيمجــاًً”. للخيــص إلــى القــول :”لا يكمننــي أن أوج�

ـمدع الإيـمـان ـسـقطت ـفـي الـرتةب الـتـي أعندداـهـا ـفنأبسـنا”. ـن“نح أـفنسـنا مذـنبـون أيـاًضً. إنّـّنـا ـحندص فـطق ـمـا زرعـهت أيديـنـا”
ــاة  ــاًً فــي اللا اعفنــال أمــام العمان هّ قــدّمّ ثمــالاًً صاقد ــاًً لموفقــه هــذا. لن�ك دفــع الأب أرســاني، فــي التعمقــل، يثكــاًرً مــن المضايقــات، ثمن

اًقً ـفـي اللحتـلي ـحـول أـسـباب ـنشـوهئا. الرهـيةب الـتـي يـيعهشا وـعشبه ـفـي ذـكل الحـني، وعـم
يل�كتــم ميلعتنــا الروحــيّّ الأرثوذكســيّّ عــن “لــوم النفــ”س، الــذي يقــوم علــى اشتكــاف الــدور الشــصخي فــي التقيصــر أو الغلــط الحاصــل، 
ــع  ــادراًً مــا جنــهد فــي أوســاطنا. فاليمج ــذي ن ــيّّ”، ال ــد الذات ــا العماصــرة “النق ــن. هــذا مــا نســمّّهي لبغتن ــلاًدً مــن يمحتــل وزره للآرخي ب

حاـرض لإلـقـاء الـلـوم عـلـى غـهري، وتوجـهي ـهسام النـدق إلـهي، فـيمـا يـتعرب ـفنهس ربيـاًئً ـ“نم مد ذاك الدّصـّ”قي
لا ينضــج الإنســان، علــى أيّّ يعصــد، ولا تســرّّمت أيّّ مؤسّّســة فــي التقــدّمّ والتطــوّّر، مــا لــم تتبــع مبــدأ النقــد أو التقييــم الذاييتــن دوري�اًًّ، 
وباســرمتار. فيكــف لــك أن ل�ختتــص مــن عيوبــك مــا لــم تَرَََهــا، وتقتنــع نّأبهّــا موجــودة فيــك؟ وبــيّّأ حــقّّ تــرى عيــوب غيــكر، وهتامجــه، 
ــي  ــك، ولا تبال ــن أيخ ــي عي ةّ ف ــى الق�ش ــا! “لمــاذا تنظــر إل ــي واعقن ــة ف ــل التالي ــوب ذاهتــا؟ مــا أصــدق ملكــة الإيجن ــيء باليع ــت لم وأن
رُاءٍٍ، أخــرج الشخــبة مــن عينــك أولاًً، حت�ّـى تبصــر ي�جاًدًّ فتُخُــرِِج الق�شةّ مــن عيــن أيخــك ”)ت�مّـى ٧: ٣، ٥( بالشخــبة فــي عينــك؟ يــا م�

المؤمــن الحــقّّ ينقــد ذاتــه أوّّلاًً، ومــن ثــمّّ ينقــد المعــل الخاطــئ، لا الشــصخ الخمطــئ. فــي الواقــع، حنــن ماهــرون فــي الاتنقــاد لا النقــد 
ةّ واللا  ــذه شتــوهبا اللا موضوعي� رّ، وه ــالات والعواطــف والغضــب والتذم� ــى الاعفن ــوم عل ــاد يق ــا شاســع جــدّاًًّ. فالاتنق ــرق يبنمه والف
عقلاي�نةّ، فيغــدو الــكلام رجتيحــاًً لشلــصخ وشهتــاًميً لــه. كذلــك يقــوم علــى نظــرة ســطيّحةّ لموضــوع الاتنقــاد، نظــرة لا ل�كتفّ فنســها 
حت�ّـى عنــاء اليكفتــر، بــل صتــوّّب الســهام علــى مــا تــراه، دومنــا هجــد لرعمفــة الأســباب، التــي أدّتّ إلــى هظــوره. وغالبــاًً مــا ينهتــي 
النقــاش باهتنــاء اللجســة، ولا يمحــل الشمــكرتون فيــه ســوى شمــاعر الغضــب والركاهيــة والســطخ علــى الواقــع والأشــخاص، موضــوع 
”قْ، التــي يعقبهــا جََيَشَــان لــه  ةّ الل�خ الاتنقــاد. الاتنقــاد عمــل ســلبيّّ بالي�لكةّ، فهــو يُبُقــي الأمــور علــى مــا هــي، ولا يســاهم إلا فــي “ف�ش

أـقـوى وأـكفث
قّ، الــذي ينظــر فــي بواطــن الأمــور، وماضهيــا، بغيــة رعمفــة مواطــن اللخــل والأســباب  ّـا النقــد، فيقــوم علــى اليلحتــل الهــادئ الم�عتم  أم�
التــي أتد إليــه. لا يقــف عنــد مســؤولةي الشــصخ إلا مبقــدار مــا يســاهم، عــن رعمفــة أو عــن غيــر رعمفــة، فــي تغذيــة الأســباب المؤديــة 
إلــى اللخــل. للنقــد مقوّّماتــه وعماييــهر التــي يجــب التقي�دّ هبــا، دب�قةّ. ويجــب أن يكــون نقــاًدً ن�بّـاءًً وإيجاي�باًًّ، لتســاهم النتائــج التــي يصــل 

إلـيهـا ـفـي وـعض أـسس التقوـمي والإصلاح
ــى  اًًّ عل ــوا مســؤوليّهتا ي�لك ــى ظاهــرة ســلبيّةّ مــا، ولعج ّـوا جــام غضبهــم عل ــم إذا ب�ص هّ يوههمــم نّأبهّ ــاد لأن� ــى الاتنق ــاس عل يمتجــع الن
لّ الناقــد مســؤولةي شــيّصخةّ فــي الوصــول  ّـا النقــد الموضوعــيّّ فم�حي غريهــم،  فإنّهّــم يبــرّّؤون أفنســمه مــن مســؤوليّةّ الشمــارةك فهيــا. أم�

إـلـى حاـةل الاـحنطـاط أو التقـهرق أو الـفسـاد، موـضـوع النـدق
ج اهتنازييــن ووصولييــن وضفعــاء؟   �رَِِّ لــو كانــت يبوتنــا عامــرة بالتقــوى وخمافــة الله، ومبني�ةّ علــى القيــم والفضائــل الإي�ليجنةّ، أكانــت تُخ�
لــو ن�كّـا برنــي أولاندــا علــى الصــدق والموضوعي�ةّ وعمنــى اليحــاة الق�حةّ، فهــل كان لفتلاهــة والســطيّحةّ وأناي�نةّ مــكان؟ “هــل يتجنــون 

مــن الشــوك عنبــاًً، أومــن الحســك يتناً؟ً”)ت�مّـى، 7 ، 16 (
هَ  أينمــا ذهبــت تســعم الاتنقــاد حــول هــذا وذاك مــن الأمــور والأشــخاص، ولعــلّّ عمظهمــا يحصــح. ولكــن الســؤال الأهــمّّ يجــب أن يوََّج�
ــم  ــول لحلــدّّ منهــا، وتقوي ــةٍٍ مــن اللح ــى وضــع لمج ــاد، وحنــو التوصّّــل إل باجتــاه البحــث عــن أســباب هــذه الحــالات، موضــوع الاتنق
الاعوجــاج الحاصــل. والأهــمّّ مــن هــذا وذاك هــو مطالبــة الــذات مبســؤوليّهتا عــن حــدوث اللخــل، وعــن الســعي إلــى تقويمــه، فــي الوقــت 

رّون ـمهن ذاـهت. فطالـمـا أنّـّنـا ـنعض الـلـوم عـلـى غـرينـا، أيـاًًّ يـنك، ـسـنبقى ـرنعت ـفـي ـمـا ـننح رافـضـون ـهل وتمذـم
ل�ــهُُ ولا تهتــمّّ بالنجيتــة  طالــْبْ فنســك أوّّلاًً. ولا تســهِِتنْْ مبوعقــك، مهمــا كان صغيــاًرً وغيــر ذي أتثيــر. لــك دورٌٌ فــي شنــر ثقافــة البنــاء، فَ�عِِّ
مّ  ــة. ل�عم ــة وهجتــل الفضلي ــة أفضــل مبــا لا يقــاس مــن أمّّ لّعتممّ ــمّّأ بســيطة و فاضل ــاًرً. الهمــمّّ أن تقــوم مبــا هــو فــي اســتطاعكت. ف يثك
بالّا الفاعيلــن، الذيــن يب�حّـون الاســتقاةم فبضلــه. كاهــن تقــيّّ ورســول يؤث�رّ فــي  دمرســة مســتقمي وحمــبّّ لتلايمــذه يلخــق جــلاًيً مــن الــط
تغييــر حيــاة الريثكيــن. وعامــل همــذّبّ ولخــوق يســاهم فــي بنــاء الثقــة يبــن أفــراد المتجمــع. وق�ثمفّ تمواضــع وصبــور يتفــح العقــول 

المغـمةض
ما عنكد إنّمّا هو موهبة أو أرثك منكح الله إيّاّها، لتسمثترََها وزتيدَهَا، لا لرثتثر على هذا وذاك، وتبقى فارغاًً وتافاًهً.
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Celebrate the Birth of
the Lord and Savior the Lord and Savior 

JESUS CHRISTJESUS CHRIST
with your 

Saint George Church Family!

ADVENT SEASON FASTADVENT SEASON FAST صیــام عیــد المیلادصیــام عیــد المیلاد
T�� A����� (C��������) F��� ����� T�� A����� (C��������) F��� ����� 

S�������, N������� 15, ��� S�������, N������� 15, ��� 
���� �������� �� C�������� E�� ���� �������� �� C�������� E�� 
����� L������.  T��� ���� �������� ����� L������.  T��� ���� �������� 
���������� ���� ��� ����, �����, ���������� ���� ��� ����, �����, 

�������, ��� ���.�������, ��� ���.

بَدأ صيْامَ عيْد الميْلاد يومَ السبَت بَدأ صيْامَ عيْد الميْلاد يومَ السبَت 1515 تشرَين  تشرَين 
الثانْيِّ ويستمرَ صيْامَ عيْد الميْلاد حَتى يومَ الثانْيِّ ويستمرَ صيْامَ عيْد الميْلاد حَتى يومَ 
2424 كانْون الأول بَعَد قداس العَيْد، نْود أن  كانْون الأول بَعَد قداس العَيْد، نْود أن 
نْنوه فيِّ هذِة الفترَة بَأن اللْحومَ والأجبَان نْنوه فيِّ هذِة الفترَة بَأن اللْحومَ والأجبَان 

والكحول غيْرَ مِسموح فيْھ قطعَيْا.والكحول غيْرَ مِسموح فيْھ قطعَيْا.

FOR A FASTING DISCIPLINE YOU CAN HANDLE, PLEASE SPEAK TO THE CLERGY.FOR A FASTING DISCIPLINE YOU CAN HANDLE, PLEASE SPEAK TO THE CLERGY.
Fasti ng must always be accompanied by prayer and forgiveness, using the wisdom 
of God found, fi rst and foremost, in the Holy Scriptures.  Helping and serving others 
and feeding those who are in need will give fasti ng its true meaning.  Without love 

for others, prayers are empty.

The Charity Center The Charity Center (operated by YAF)(operated by YAF) is collecting clothes,  is collecting clothes, 
toiletries, and non-perishable foods during Advent for the toiletries, and non-perishable foods during Advent for the 
local shelter.  Please drop off all items to the Church Office.local shelter.  Please drop off all items to the Church Office.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2025WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2025
R���� H����, 10:00 ��R���� H����, 10:00 ��

P��-C�������� P������, 4:45 �� | O������ (M�����), 5:00 ��P��-C�������� P������, 4:45 �� | O������ (M�����), 5:00 ��
G���� D������� G���� D������� andand D����� L������, 6:20 �� D����� L������, 6:20 ��
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Immediately aft er Communion, the children’s ministry, 
“GOD’S LITTLE LIGHTS”, will take place in the cry room 

(2nd fl oor by elevator) every Sunday.

This ministry serves all 3-YEAR-OLDS and 4-YEAR-OLDS 
(born aft er September 1, 2021). At least one parent, 
father or mother, must att end along with their children.  

Younger siblings are welcome with the parents.
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Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events
Sunday School ClassesSunday School Classes ----- -----Sundays After CommunionSundays After Communion
Youth ChoirYouth Choir --------------------- ---------------------After Sunday SchoolAfter Sunday School
Mandatory Christmas Concert Mandatory Christmas Concert 

RehearsalRehearsal --------- --------- Sun | Dec 7 after Sunday SchoolSun | Dec 7 after Sunday School
Mandatory Christmas Concert Mandatory Christmas Concert 

RehearsalRehearsal -------- -------- Sun | Dec 14 after Sunday SchoolSun | Dec 14 after Sunday School
Christmas ConcertChristmas Concert ---------------------- ---------------------- Sat | Dec 20Sat | Dec 20

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Curriculum Update
Lesson 12: Jesus Heals the Daughter of Jarius 

and Centurion’s Servant
Last week the students learned of the healing of Jarius’ daughter. 
Jarius was an important ruler in the synagogue and knows the 
scriptures well.  His one and only child, his 12-year-old daughter, was 
going to die. Jairus had a high opinion of Jesus, knowing He would 
be able to heal his daughter. He came to Jesus humbling himself 
and falling at His feet. Jesus saw the love Jarius had for his daughter 
and He followed him to his home. The news came that they were 
too late and his daughter had passed and not to bother the Teacher. 
Jesus only took with him Peter, James, and John with him along with 
Jarius and his wife. There was quite a commotion with weeping 
and wailing at their home. Jesus said why are you making all this 
commotion when the girl is just sleeping. Jesus reached out and 
took the girl by her hand.  He spoke to her and said, “Little girl, I say 
to you, arise.”(Mark 5:41)  Immediately the girl got up and walked around the room.  Jesus 
said to give the girl something to eat.  Jairus and his wife were amazed.
Another miracle the students learned about was the healing of the Centurion’s servant. A 
Centurion is a Roman soldier who is in charge of 100 soldiers. His servant was sick. This 
Roman must have been very unique because he showed great humility in coming to Jesus. 
Jesus could see his faith and he said, I will come and heal him. The Centurion’s faith was so 
strong that he said, “I am not worthy that you should come under my roof, but only speak 
a word and my servant will be healed.” (Matthew 8:8)  Jesus replied, “I have not found such 
great faith, not even in Israel.” (Matthew 8:10)  From that very hour the man’s servant was 
healed.

SCAN ME

REGISTRATION IS 
OPEN!

DON’T MISS ANOTHER WEEK!

StGeorgeChi.org/register-student

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student
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SCAN ME

The Christmas Concert is just around the corner 
in 2 short weeks.  You won’t want to miss this 
blessed annual event!  The Sunday School 
students have been diligently preparing 
and are excited to see a full audience!  
PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 

SANDY ESEED
POSITION IN SS: Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten Assistant Teacher
BOOK YOU HAVE RECENTLY READ: Children Read the Bible
FAVORITE SS DAY OR ACTIVITY: Christmas Concert
FAVORITE GAME OR SPORT: Bingo, Monopoly, UNO, Swimming, Basketball

RAWAN ASBAH
POSITION IN SS: Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten Assistant Teacher
BOOK YOU HAVE RECENTLY READ: The Power of Positive Thinking
FAVORITE SS DAY OR ACTIVITY: Arts and Icons Crafts with the kids
FAVORITE GAME OR SPORT: Running

StaffStaff

thethe
MeetMeet

CREATING MEMORIES

Christmas Concert Christmas Concert 
TICKETSTICKETS and  and DONATIONSDONATIONS  

fund Sunday School fund Sunday School 
activities like activities like Summer Summer 

Bible SchoolBible School, , Confession Confession 
ProgramProgram, , Godparents’ Godparents’ 

SundaySunday, , Bible Bowl study Bible Bowl study 
sessionssessions, and , and MOREMORE!!

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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INVITING ALL TEENS (AGES 13-18)INVITING ALL TEENS (AGES 13-18)
SCAN ME

RSVP by RSVP by 
Wed | Dec 10Wed | Dec 10

Fri | Dec 12Fri | Dec 12
77PMPM

Complimentary Event!Complimentary Event!

 Dinner
 Christmas Card Stuffing
 Wear an Ugly Christmas Sweater

 White Elephant Gift Exchange ($5-$10)

Christmas GatheringChristmas Gathering
Teen SOYOTeen SOYO

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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SCAN ME

P����� ���� ��-���� �� ����-�� �� P����� ���� ��-���� �� ����-�� �� 
���.����.���/����-�����?��������=K1D2W2���.����.���/����-�����?��������=K1D2W2

Join Join TEEN SOYOTEEN SOYO  for an evening of helping others in need!  for an evening of helping others in need!  

ALL 5 YEARS AND OLDER ARE WELCOME!ALL 5 YEARS AND OLDER ARE WELCOME!

740 WILEY FARM COURT, SCHAUMBURG, IL 60173740 WILEY FARM COURT, SCHAUMBURG, IL 60173

“A generous person will prosper;“A generous person will prosper;
whoever refreshes others willwhoever refreshes others will
be refreshed.” be refreshed.” ~ Proverbs 11:25~ Proverbs 11:25

SAT, JAN 17SAT, JAN 17, 2026, 2026
6:45 6:45 PMPM - 9:00  - 9:00 PMPM

Teen SOYOTeen SOYO
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=K1D2W2
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Y o u n g  A d u l t  F e l l o w s h i p

INVITING ALL YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, YOUNG MARRIED COUPLES,
AND COLLEGE STUDENTS (AGES 18+)

SAVE-THE-DATE

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL

Sun, December 7th

Tue, December 9th

Thur, December 11th

Fri, December 12th

Sun, December 21st

Sat, December 27th

Sat. January 3rd

Sun, January 4th

Fri,  January 9th

Sun, January 18th

Sat, January 24th

Sun, December 7th

Tue, December 9th

Thur, December 11th

Fri, December 12th

Sun, December 21st

Sat, December 27th

Sat. January 3rd

Sun, January 4th

Fri,  January 9th

Sun, January 18th

Sat, January 24th

YAF Coffee Hour

West Campus Ministry

Saint Katherine the Great, Antiochian Orthodox Mission

Advent Retreat & Humanitarian Project

YAF Coffee Hour

Christmas Dinner & Gathering

YAM Deanery Social Event at Puttshack in Oak Brook

YAF Coffee Hour

YAF General Meeting & Dinner

YAF Coffee Hour

Movie Night: Paul, Apostle of Christ
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$25
/PERSON

YOUNG ADULTYOUNG ADULT
FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP

(YAF)(YAF)

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Saint George Antiochian Orthodox 
Church, Cicero, ILChurch, Cicero, IL

����������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������
�������
���
�����������������	���������������������
�����������������	������������������ SCAN ME

RSVP by 
Sun | Dec 7

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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TIME: 
7:00pm-9:00pm

LOCATION:
PUTTSHACK, 1828
Oakbrook Center,

Oak Brook, IL 60523

Puttshack Deanery Social

Chicago-land young adults are
welcome to join us 

January 3rd, 2026

THIS EVENT IS RESERVED FOR YOUNG ADULT MEMBERS OF
THE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHICAGO-LAND CHURCHES 

$50
per

person

https://form.jotform.com/253176851128157
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ORDER YOURS TODAY!

S A I N T  G E O R G E  C R E W N E C K S

EMBROIDERED

SAINT GEORGE

LOGO PATCH

SAINT GEORGE
THE GREAT

MARTYR HIGH

QUALITY PRINT

FRONT

BACK

INSERT QR CODE

*LIMITED STOCK WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AFTER THE PRE-ORDER FORM CLOSES

PRE-ORDER FORM CLOSES SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7TH AT MIDNIGHT*

$40 - ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TO
THE 2026 YAF PILGRIMAGE FUND

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL
The Young Adult Fellowship presents...

SCAN ME

https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/10662213
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The Ribbon & The Cross Is  
An Invitation To Become Part Of A Ministry 

 

  
 

 
“Christianity is not a matter of persuading people of particular ideas, but of inviting them to 

share in the greatness of Christ.  So pray that I may never fall into the trap of impressing peo-
ple with clever speech, but instead I may learn to speak with humility, desiring only to impress 

people with Christ himself.” 
- Saint Ignatius of Antioch 

An Invitation 

The Order of St. Ignatius Of Antioch    140 Church Camp Trail    Bolivar, PA 15923   Email: theorder@antiochian.org       Ph: (724) 238-3677, xt 410 

Let no man's place, or dignity, or riches, puff him up; and let no man's low condition or poverty abase 
him. For the chief points are faith towards God, hope towards Christ, the enjoyment of those good 

things for which we look, and love towards God and our neighbor. 
- Saint Ignatius of Antioch 

The Order of  
Saint Ignatius  
of Antioch  

AAnn  IInnvviittaattiioonn    
NNoott  RReeccooggnniittiioonn  
 
 
When you become part of the Order 
of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, you    
become part of a ministry.  The Order 
is not a club that you join.  It is not a    
secular status symbol for recognition.  
The Cross and the Ribbon that Order        
supporters wear is an invitation to    
become part of a ministry.  It serves 
as an invitation to share with one   
another in the greatness of Christ by 
giving in a manner that is               
unconditional and quiet.  Supporting 
the Order’s projects, Archdiocese  
Departments and numerous         
programs as one group, with Christ in 
our minds and hearts, should be how 
we iinnvviittee the world to become part 
the Order’s ministry. 

TThhee  OOrrddeerr  TTeeaacchheess  UUss  HHooww  TToo  GGiivvee  
 

… the Order is teaching us how to share, the Order is teaching us how to give, the Order is teaching us how to sacrifice, and 
how to reach out for Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike.  This is the miracle of The Order of Saint Ignatius of Antioch.”  

- His Eminence Metropolitan Philip of thrice blessed memory, Founder of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch 

IInniittiiaattee  tthhee  QQuueessttiioonnss  ooff  
WWhhaatt??  &&  HHooww??  
  
  
When those supporting the Order 
wear their ribbon and cross, it is 
meant to initiate others to inquire 
about the Order and how they can 
help strengthen its ministry.  When 
people see the red ribbon and 
Cross that we wear, it helps begin 
the conversation to share what the 
Order does and provide the initial 
welcome to help expand its     
ministry.  It provides an             
opportunity to ask, “What does 
the Order do and how can I help?” 
 

TThhee  OOrrddeerr  PPrroovviiddeess    
AA  LLeessssoonn  IInn  GGiivviinngg  
  
  
When you give to the Order of 
Saint Ignatius of Antioch, you are 
giving in a way we are all called to 
give … unconditionally.  Your gift 
is not individually recognized.  You 
are not able to designate your gift 
to a specific need you select.  You 
are giving without recognition, 
without conditions, without direct         
gratitude of the Order’s recipients.  
This is the manner in which a “true 
gift” is made.  A gift made in the 
way Christ directs us. 
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“Christianity is not a matter of persuading people of particular ideas, but of inviting them to 
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programs as one group, with Christ in 
our minds and hearts, should be how 
we iinnvviittee the world to become part 
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- His Eminence Metropolitan Philip of thrice blessed memory, Founder of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch 

IInniittiiaattee  tthhee  QQuueessttiioonnss  ooff  
WWhhaatt??  &&  HHooww??  
  
  
When those supporting the Order 
wear their ribbon and cross, it is 
meant to initiate others to inquire 
about the Order and how they can 
help strengthen its ministry.  When 
people see the red ribbon and 
Cross that we wear, it helps begin 
the conversation to share what the 
Order does and provide the initial 
welcome to help expand its     
ministry.  It provides an             
opportunity to ask, “What does 
the Order do and how can I help?” 
 

TThhee  OOrrddeerr  PPrroovviiddeess    
AA  LLeessssoonn  IInn  GGiivviinngg  
  
  
When you give to the Order of 
Saint Ignatius of Antioch, you are 
giving in a way we are all called to 
give … unconditionally.  Your gift 
is not individually recognized.  You 
are not able to designate your gift 
to a specific need you select.  You 
are giving without recognition, 
without conditions, without direct         
gratitude of the Order’s recipients.  
This is the manner in which a “true 
gift” is made.  A gift made in the 
way Christ directs us. 
 

 Selfless 

… the Order is teaching us how to share, the Order is teaching us how to give, the    
Order is teaching us how to sacrifice, and how to reach out for Orthodox and           

non-Orthodox alike.  This is the miracle of The Order of Saint Ignatius of Antioch.”  
 

-His Eminence Metropolitan Philip of thrice blessed memory,  
Founder of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch 

Your gift is selfless.  You help support the Order’s ministry without recognition or conditions.  
There are no banquets, plaques or special awards given in your honor.  Your gift is given  

unconditionally to support the Orthodox Faith in North America, the Spiritual strengthening  
of our youth and to care for our beloved clergy in their Golden years.  

The Order of St. Ignatius Of Antioch    140 Church Camp Trail    Bolivar, PA 15923   Email: theorder@antiochian.org       Ph: (724) 238-3677, xt 410 

Let no man's place, or dignity, or riches, puff him up; and let no man's low condition or poverty abase 
him. For the chief points are faith towards God, hope towards Christ, the enjoyment of those good 

things for which we look, and love towards God and our neighbor. 
- Saint Ignatius of Antioch 

The Order of  
Saint Ignatius  
of Antioch  

How Your Annual  
Gift Is Allocated 

Based On A $$11,,000000  Knight &/or Dame  
Commander Level Annual Gift  

 
 
 

6611..4411%%    
  
  
  

Of Annual Order Gifts 
 

2299..4466%%    
Youth Programs & Camp Scholarships 

 

2200..3300%%    
Retired Clergy Fund 

 

1111..6655%%    
Missions & Evangelism & Parish Development 

 
 

*Only 99..8822%%  In Administrative Expense 
**Based On Fiscal Year 2024 

$98.22 Administrative Expense 

$294.64 Youth Programs & Camp Scholarships 

$15.04 Project Mexico 

$15.04 IOCC  

$21.32 Projects & Grants 

$7.52 SOYO Special Olympics 

$6.40 Clergy Symposium &                            
Convention Support 

$15.49 Seminarian Assistance 

$116.54 Archdiocese Departments 

$18.80 Parish Development & Missions 

$97.75 Missions & Evangelism 

$15.03 Archdiocese House of Studies 

$75.19 Internet Ministry 

$203.02 Retired Clergy Fund 
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All Women 18+ Welcome!All Women 18+ Welcome!

DECEMBER…DECEMBER…

• • Tue, Dec 9Tue, Dec 9 – West Campus Ministry | 6 PM

• • Thu, Dec 11Thu, Dec 11 – Saint Katherine Antiochian Orthodox 

Mission Pastoral Ministry | 6 PM

• • Fri, Dec 12Fri, Dec 12 – Spiritual Sisters Circle Ministry | 7 PM

• • Sat, Dec 13Sat, Dec 13 – Great Vespers Service | 5 PM

• • Sat, Dec 20Sat, Dec 20 – Annual Christmas Concert | 5 PM

• • Wed, Dec 24Wed, Dec 24 – Royal Hours | 10 AM, Pre-Communion 

Prayers, Matins, Christmas Liturgy | 4:45 PM

JANUARY…

• • Sat, Jan 3Sat, Jan 3 – Annual AW Christmas/Epiphany Dinner | 7 PM

Save the  DateSave the  Date

AANTIOCHIANNTIOCHIAN W WOMENOMEN
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL
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All Women 18+ Welcome!All Women 18+ Welcome!

FRI, DEC 12, 2025FRI, DEC 12, 2025
7:00 PM – 9:30 PM7:00 PM – 9:30 PM

Discussion Theme:
“VISION SETTING FOR 2026: 
CREATING SPIRITUAL GOALS FOR THE NEW YEAR ”

Spiritual Discussion
In The Orthodox Club

ChapelChapel
Refreshments and 

Coff ee will be provided

CircleCircle  
MINISTRYMINISTRY
S isters  in  Chr ist  –  S isters

 fo
r  

L i
fe

SPIRITUAL SPIRITUAL 
SISTERSSISTERS

Complimentary

Complimentary 

EVENT

ANTIOCHIAN ANTIOCHIAN 
WOMENWOMEN

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

RSVP by
Fri|Dec 12

SCAN ME

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Antiochian Men (A-MEN)
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

ALLALL Gentlemen 18+ Invited Gentlemen 18+ Invited

SAVE THE DATE
• Tue, DEC 9/2026: West Campus Ministry

• Thu, DEC 11/2026: Saint Katherine Anti ochian Orthodox 

Mission Pastoral Ministry

• Sat, DEC 13/2026: Great Vespers Service

• Sat, DEC 20/2026: Annual Christmas Concert

• Wed, DEC 24/2026: Royal Hours (��), Christmas Liturgy (��)

• Sat, JAN 10/2026: Shawerma Night

• Sat, FEB 14/2026: Pre-Lenten Hafl i
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1. Membership1. Membership
Membership in a Church is a spiritual and relational commitment.
When someone becomes a member, they are saying:
• “This is my Church family.”
• “I believe in the mission, teaching, and direction 

of this Church.”

• “I want to grow, serve, and be accountable within 
this community.”

Membership is not about paying dues or meeting a fi nancial requirement. It’s about belonging, participating, 
and sharing in the responsibility of the ministry — including prayer, service, and support.

2. TITHING AND GIVING2. TITHING AND GIVING
Tithing or Giving is an act of worship and obedience, not a payment for services.
Tithing traditionally and biblically refers to returning 

the fi rst 10% of one’s income to God.
Giving includes off erings above and beyond the tithe 

or any amount a person feels led to give.
Key points:
• It supports the ongoing mission of the Church: 

preaching, discipleship, outreach, benevolence, 
ministry programs, and operations.

• It fl ows from gratitude and trust in God.
• It is regular, voluntary, and spiritually motivated.

Tithing/Giving is part of a believer’s relationship with God, not a fundraiser or transaction.

3. Fundraising3. Fundraising
Fundraising is diff erent from tithes and off erings.
A fundraiser is a specifi c, time-limited eff ort to raise money for a particular purpose — such as youth trips, 
building repairs, missions projects, or community outreach events. Examples include:
• Annual Golf Outing
• Thanksgiving Dinner

• Legacy Ball and Convention
• Charity Events (IOCC Fundraising)

Fundraising is occasional and project-focused, not an act of worship like tithing. It is a tool, not a spiritual 
discipline.

How They Work Together in a ChurchHow They Work Together in a Church
• Membership expresses belonging.
• Tithing/Giving expresses worship and stewardship.
• Fundraising provides additional support for specifi c needs that go beyond the Church’s regular budget.
A healthy Church doesn’t replace giving with fundraising, nor does it require money to belong. Instead, it 
teaches biblical giving, invites joyful voluntary generosity, and uses fundraising only when appropriate.

SCAN ME

Membership, Tithing/Membership, Tithing/
Giving, and Fundraising: Giving, and Fundraising: 
How They Differ in the How They Differ in the 

Life of a ChurchLife of a Church

https://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership/
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SCAN ME

Saint George Church 
is made up of a committed and 

generous spiritual community that 
cares for the Church.

TOGETHER, let us close the deficit 
over the last 4 weeks of the year!

https://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership/
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Registration and Sponsorships 
COMING SOON!

SATURDAY,
JUNE 13, 2026

Golfing for a purpose

2525thth Annual Annual

GOLFGOLF CLASSICCLASSIC25 CLASSICCLASSIC

Save t
he D

ate!
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RSVP Required for All ages over 3 
ALL are Welcome | First Come–First Serve

No Refunds after Monday | Dec. 15
$600/Table of 8

$75/Individual Ticket

SCAN ME

WEDNESDAY | DEC. 31 | 6:45 PM

6:45 pm Pre-Communion Prayers
7:00 pm Evening Divine Liturgy

followed by Dinner, Music, and Ra�  e

COUNTDOWN AT MIDNIGHT !

EVE
NEW YEAR’S

Family Hafl iFamily Hafl i

Antiochian Family Ministry (AFM)
Presents…

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events

