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Welcome to Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church! 
This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church. The Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Church belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition, which express the continued 
commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  Receiving Holy Communion 
in this Church is to adhere and commit to the One True Church, the Orthodox Church.
Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your name(s) to the Ushers and introduce yourself to Father 
Saba at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.

Welcome! Ahlan wa Sahlan! ���� � ����!!أَهِلا و سھلا

OFFIce HOurS:
Monday-Friday: 8:30am-5:00pm

Saturday: By Appointment

Sunday: Closed

WeeKLy SerVIceS ScHeduLe:
Saturdays: Great Vespers as announced
Sundays: 9:00am Orthros (Matins), 10:15am Great Doxology, 
 10:20am Divine Liturgy
Confession: By Appointment

brOtHerHOOd OF tHe nObLe JOSePH:
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, PASTOR

V. Rev. Fr. Gabriel Coronel, ASSISTANT PRIEST

Dn. George Nassief
Dn. John Zayed
Dn. Moses Bynum
Sdn. Mazen Khalifeh
Sdn. Raymond Antypas
Sdn. Youssef Selim
Sdn. Mazen Rihani
Protopsaltis Jameel Haddad, CHANTER

Chadi Karam, CHANTER / BYZANTINE CHOIR DIRECTOR

Matthew Ablan, CHANTER

Faraj Shahrstan, CHANTER

Trevor Lenhart, CHOIR DIRECTOR

Ryan McMahon, HEAD USHER

All Choir Members, Ushers, & Acolytes

cHurcH OFFIce:
Veronica Egan, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

Samar Rihani, ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY

Holly Goljić, GRAPHIC DESIGNER

1220 South 60th Court
Cicero, Illinois  60804
PHONE: (708) 656-2927
FAX: (708) 656-1166
EMAIL: Office@StGeorgeChi.org
WEBSITE: www.StGeorgeChi.org

2026 ParISH cOuncIL:
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, PRESIDING OFFICER
Karen Nawas, CHAIRLADY
Eddy Shaheen, VICE-CHAIRMAN
Victor Imreibe, SECRETARY
Amir Rihani, TREASURER
George Conopeotis, FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Elias Akkari, MEMBER
Fares Bannourah, MEMBER
Sandra Barbari, MEMBER
Maher Eseed, MEMBER
Jeries Kahoush, MEMBER
Michael Moukheiber, MEMBER
Suhail Qumri, MEMBER
Mina Rantisi, MEMBER
Joseph Rihani, MEMBER
Alexandra Zanayed, MEMBER

eX-OFFIcIO MeMberS:
Christina Araj, ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN
Hanna Saba, YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP (YAF)
Juliana Nawas, TEEN SOYO
Darlene N. Haddad, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE
Eli Haig, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE
Mansour Rayan, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE / 

HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER

eX-OFFIcIO nOn-VOtInG MeMberS:
V. Rev. Fr. Gabriel Coronel, CLERGY
Dn. George Nassief, CLERGY
Dn. John Zayed, CLERGY
Dn. Moses Bynum, CLERGY
Lillian Rihani, SUNDAY SCHOOL
Dena H. Fasheh, THE ORDER OF SAINT IGNATIUS
Jeries Kahoush, ANTIOCHIAN MEN (A-MEN)

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church

كنيســةِ القِديــسَ جاورِجيوس الانطاكيةِ الارِثوذكســيةِ
The Most Reverend Metropolitan SABA, Primate

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
The Right Reverend Archimandrite Jeremy Davis, Archiepiscopal Vicar

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
The Very Reverend Father Fouad Saba, Pastor

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26) 
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Prot. no.: 536/2026 

October 2026 
 

Youth Month and Seminary Month 

Beloved clergy and faithful of our God-protected Archdiocese, 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

The Church is always called to look toward the future—not simply by preserving what we have received, 
but by faithfully handing the Orthodox Christian life to those who will come after us. St. John Chrysostom 
reminds us of this sacred responsibility: “The care of children is the greatest of all arts.” The formation of 
our young people and the formation of those who will shepherd them are therefore inseparable 
responsibilities. 

In the Antiochian Archdiocese, October is traditionally observed as “Youth Month and Seminary Month.” 
These two observances belong together because the young people of today are the faithful, parents, parish 
leaders, and clergy of tomorrow. At the same time, the seminarians of today are preparing to become the 
priests who will baptize and chrismate our children, teach the faith, celebrate the Divine Mysteries, counsel 
families, comfort the suffering, visit the sick, reconcile the penitent, and proclaim the Gospel of Christ to  
a world that desperately needs His truth and mercy. 

Priests must possess knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, the teachings of the Fathers, theology, history, and 
pastoral ministry. But they must also be formed in prayer, humility, repentance, compassion, and love for 
the people whom they will one day serve. Education and spirituality must work together so that our future 
priests are prepared not only to speak about Christ, but to live and proclaim life in Christ. 

Our seminarians depend upon the generosity of the faithful, and so do the institutions who help form them: 
St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary, St. Tikhon's Orthodox Theological Seminary, Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology, and the Archdiocese's own Antiochian House of Studies. Supporting 
these institutions is an investment in the spiritual life of our parishes. 

Prayerfully consider making a generous contribution through your parishes to help prepare the shepherds 
who will serve our parishes and strengthen the Church that will nurture our children and grandchildren. 

May our Lord bless our youth and our seminaries. May He bless you and your families and reward your 
generosity. 

Your Father in Christ, 

 
+SABA 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 
OF NORTH AMERICA 

His Eminence 
The Most Reverend 
Metropolitan SABA 

Archbishop of New York 
and Metropolitan of 
All North America 

 



4

Glory to Thee, Who hast shown forth the light. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will among men.
We hymn Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy 
great glory.
O Lord King, heavenly God, Father almighty; O 
Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and O 
Holy Spirit.
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on 
us, thou that takest away the sins of the world.
Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.
For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, 
O Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.
Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise Thy 
name forever, yea forever and ever.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without 
sin.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers, 
and praised and glorified is Thy name forever. 
Amen.
Let Thy mercy be upon us, O Lord, even as we 
have set our hope on thee.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes. 
(thrice) 
Lord, thou hast been our refuge from generation 
to generation. I said: Lord, be merciful unto me; 
heal my soul, for I have sinned against Thee.
Lord, I have fled unto Thee; teach me to do Thy 
will, for Thou art my God.
For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light 
shall we see light.
O continue Thy mercy unto them that know Thee.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us. (thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit.
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us.

THE GREAT DOXOLOGY
ْـدُُ للهِِ فــي الــعَلَاءِِ،  ِـرََ النــور، المََ�ج ْـدُُ ل�َـكََ يــا مُُظ�ه المََ�ج

ضِِ اـسََّللامُُ، وـفـي النـّـاسِِ المََسـرَّّة وعـلـى الأْرْ
ِـنْْ  ْـكُُرُُكََ م� ّـدُكََُ، نََ�ش جُُْدُُ ل�َـكََ نُمََُجِّّج ّ�بَِّحُُكََ نُبُــارِِكُُكََ، نَس� نُس�

دِِْك أـجـلِِ عظـيـمِِ جََلالِِ مََـج
بُُّّرَّ المََل�ــكُُ، الس�مَاويُُّ، الإلــهُُ، الآبُُ الضا�بِـطُُ  أيُّهُــا الــ
الــكُُلّّ. أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإ�بنُُْ الوََحيــدُُ، يا يَسَــوعُُ المََســيحُُ، 

وـيـا أيُّـُهـا اـرّّلوحُُ القُــدُسُ
لَََ اللهِِ يا ابــنََ الآبِِ، يــا رافِِعََ  أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإلــهُُ، يــا حََم�

يـا رافِِعََ خََطاـيـا العالَمَ ـْمْنـا، ـ حََْرْ خطيـئـةِِ العاـ�لـمِِ ا
الآبِِ  ييمــنِِ  عََــنْْ  الجال�ـِسُُ  أيُّهُــا  تَضَََرُُّعََنــا  ْلَْ  تَقَبـ�

ـْمْـنا حََْرْ وا
ــدَكَََ الــرََّبُُّ  دُُّوُسٌٌ، أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ ــدَكَََ �قـ َكََ أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ لأنـ�

ـدِِْ اللهِِ الآبِِ، آمــني يَـَـسوعُُ المََــيسحُُ، ــفي مََـجْ
دَِِ،  ــى الأ�ب ــمََكََ إل ــ�بِِّحُُ اسْْ ــارِِكُُكََ، وأُسََُ َـومٍٍ أُبُ ــي كُُ�لِِّ ي� ف

دَ دَِِ الأـب لـى أـب وإـ
فَظَََ في هذا اليَوَمِِ بِِغيِِر خََطةٍٍئي. ْلْنا يا رََبُُّ أنْْ نُْحْ أ�هِِّ

ــدٌٌ  ــبَّحٌٌَ ومُُمََجََّ ــا، وََمُُسََ ــهََ آبائِِن ــا رََبُُّ إل ْـتََ ي ــارََكٌٌ أن� مُُب
ني دِِب، آمـ لـى الأـ مُُْكََ إـ اسـْ

مََتُكََُ علَْيْنا، كََمِِثْلِِْ ا�تِِّكالِِنا عََكيل. لِِتَكَُُنْْ يا رََبُُّ رََْحْ
ني حُُقوقَكَ. )ثلاثاًً( مُُبارََكٌٌ أْنْتََ يا رََبُُّ عََ�لِِّْمْ

تُُْ  ْـتََ لنــا فــي يجــلٍٍ ويجــلٍٍ، أنــا ل�ق يــا رََبُُّ مََجْلْــأًً كُُن�
تُُْ  ــد خََطِِئ� ــي ق ْـفِِ نَفَســي لأنَّنَ ــي وا�ش ن حََْرْْمْ ــا رََبُُّ ا ي

إلـكي
ـلَََ رضــاكََ،  م�ْعْ نــي أنْْ أ يــا رََبُُّ إليــكََ لجــأتُُ فَعََ�لِِّْمْ

هـي وََُ إلـ نـتََ هـ َـكََ أـ لأـن
لأنََّ مِِنْْ قِِبَلَِِكََ عنََْيْ اليحاةِِ، وبِِنورِِكََ عناينُُ النور.

مََتَكَََ على الذين يرِِعفونَكَََ. فاسُُبْطْ رََْحْ
�قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ القــويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يمــوتُُ 

نــا. )ثلاثــاًً( ارحََْمْ
دُُ لِِلآبِِ والإنِِب والرّّوحِِ القُدُُسُِِ. المََْجْ

رِِْهْ الداهِِرينََ، آنيم. الآنََ وكُُلََّ أوانٍٍ وإلى دَ
نا. قُدُّوّسٌٌ الذي لا يَمَوتُُ ارحََْمْ

َـويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يَمَــوتُُ  �قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الق�
ـْمْنـا حََْرْ ا

https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/
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TODAY’S LITURGY INSERTS

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE GOSPEL BOOK
كََْرْْعْ لِِْلْمََسحِيِ، مََلِِكِِنا وإلهِِنا. خََ�لِِّصْْنا يا  جُُْسْْدْ ونَ هََلُمُّّوا لِِنَ

انََْبْ الله، يا مََنْْ قامََ مِِنْْ بَيَْْنِِ املأوات، لِِنُرََُ�تِِّلََ لَكَََ. هََلِِلوييا
Come, let us worship, and fall down before Christ. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the 
dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

TROPARION OF SAINT GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR (TONE 4)
ولفُلقَُرَاءِِ  ومُُتِعِقٌٌ،  مُُحََر�ر  لسُُأملورينََ  أنَّكَََ  مبا 
والمََسََانِِيك عاضِِدٌٌ ونَاَصِِرٌٌ وللمََضََرى طبيبٌٌ وشََافٍٍ 
في  العظمُُي  أيها  ومُُحََارِِبٌٌ  مُُكافِِحٌٌ  المؤمِِننََي  وعنِِ 
الشُُدهاءِِ جاوريجوسُُ اللآبِِسُُ الظََفَرَ تَشَََفَّعَ إلى المسحِيِ 

الإلهِِ في خََلاصِِ نُفُُوُسِِنا.

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of 
captives,  a help and support of the poor and 
needy, a healing physician of the sick, a contender 
and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the 
victory clad George; intercede with Christ God 
for the salvation of our souls.

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 2)
لا  الذي  الحََياةُُ  أيُّهُا  تْوْ،  المََ إلى  تََْرْ  احََْنْدََ عِِدَْنَْما 
وعِِدَْنَْما  قِِ لاهوتِِك.  بِِبَْرْ الجََمََيح  أَمَََتََّ  حِِنَيئَِِذٍٍ  يَمَوت، 
وكََ  نَْحْ صََرََخََ  الثَّرَى،  تِِْحْ  تَ مِِنْْ  واتََ  الأْمْ تََ  أقَْمْ
جََعُُيم القُوُّّاتِِ السََّماوِِيني: أيُّهُا المََسيحُُ الإلهُُ، مُُْعْطي 

لَكَ. دُُ  المََْجْ الحََياةِِ 

When Thou didst descend unto death, O Life 
Immortal, then didst Thou slay Hades with the 
lightning of Thy Divinity. And when Thou didst 
also raise the dead out of the nethermost depths, 
all the powers in the Heavens cried out: O Life-
giver, Christ our God, glory be to Thee.

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 2)
لا  الذي  الحََياةُُ  أيُّهُا  تْوْ،  المََ إلى  تََْرْ  احََْنْدََ عِِدَْنَْما 
وعِِدَْنَْما  قِِ لاهوتِِك.  بِِبَْرْ الجََمََيح  أَمَََتََّ  حِِنَيئَِِذٍٍ  يَمَوت، 
وكََ  نَْحْ صََرََخََ  الثَّرَى،  تِِْحْ  تَ مِِنْْ  واتََ  الأْمْ تََ  أقَْمْ
جََعُُيم القُوُّّاتِِ السََّماوِِيني: أيُّهُا المََسيحُُ الإلهُُ، مُُْعْطي 

لَكَ. دُُ  المََْجْ الحََياةِِ 

When Thou didst descend unto death, O Life 
Immortal, then didst Thou slay Hades with the 
lightning of Thy Divinity. And when Thou didst 
also raise the dead out of the nethermost depths, 
all the powers in the Heavens cried out: O Life-
giver, Christ our God, glory be to Thee.

TROPARION OF THE HOLY FATHERS (TONE 8)
تََ  بحي، يا مََنْْ أسََّْسْ أْنْتََ أيُّهُا المََسيحُُ إلهُُنا الفائِِقُُ الْسّْتَّ
وبِِهِِْمْ  كََواكِِبََ لامِِعَةَ،  ضِِ  الأْرْ يسنََي على  القِِ�دِِّ آباءََنا 
جََزيلََ  يا  الحََقيقيّّ،  الإيمانِِ  إلى  ا�عيمج   هََدََتَْيْنَا 

لَكَ. دُُ  المََْجْ مََةِِ،  الرََّْحْ

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise 
Who didst establish our holy Fathers as luminous 
stars upon earth, and through them didst guide 
us unto the true Faith, O most merciful One, 
glory to Thee.

Are you offering HOLY BREADHOLY BREAD and  
need NAMES REMEMBEREDNAMES REMEMBERED in the Liturgy?

Sign-Up online with the names by TUESDAYTUESDAY of that week
www.StGeorgeChi.org/holy-bread or scan QR-Code

https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/


6

KONTAKION FOR THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON (TONE 8)
Only at Saint George Church in Cicero

إني أنا عبدُكُِِ يا والةَدَ الإله* اكتُبُُُ لكِِ راياتِِ الغلبة يا 
جنيَّدةًًَ مُُحاةيم* وأُدقمُُ لكِِ الشُُكرََ كََمُُنقذةٍٍ نََم الشََّدادئ* 
التي لا تُحََُارََب* اعقِِتيني نم  العِِزََةََ  أنََّ لكِِ  لنك مبا 
صُُنوفِِ الدشادئ* حتى أرُُصخََ إلكِِي إفرحي يا عرواًسً 

لا عروسََ لها.

To thee the champion leader, * I thy city offer  
thanks of victory. * O Theotokos, thou who hast 
delivered me from terror.   * But as thou hast that 
power which is invincible, * From all dangers set 
me free and deliver me.  That I may cry unto thee: 
* Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

THE SYNAXARION
On October 11th in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Apostle Philip, one of the 

Seven Deacons; and Venerable Theophanes the branded.
On this day, we commemorate the holy and blessed Fathers who came together for the second 

time in Nicaea, during the reign of the pious and Christ-loving Sovereigns Constantine and Irene, 
against those who impiously, ignorantly and foolishly asserted that the Church of God worshippeth 
idols, and rejected the august and holy icons.

Thy champions, O Word, with words as their weapons,
Turn to flight the foes of the venerable icons.

The Council met in 787 to refute the Iconoclast heresy, whose camp believed that all depictions 
of Christ, His Mother and the saints should be destroyed. The iconophiles believed that icons served 
to preserve the doctrinal teachings of the Church; and they considered icons to be man’s dynamic 
way of expressing the divine through art and beauty. The council decreed that the veneration of 
icons was not idolatry (Exodus 20:4-5), because the honor shown to them is not directed to the 
wood or paint, but passes to the prototype, or the person depicted. It also upheld the possibility 
of depicting Christ, Who became man and took flesh at His Incarnation. The Father, on the other 
hand, cannot be represented in His eternal nature, because “no man has seen God at any time” 
(John 1:18).

By the intercessions of all Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

EPISTLE READERS
English Arabic

Georgina Ablan Today Mary Homsy

Mariella Khoury Oct 18 Alice Saba

Liza Aygul Oct 25 Diala Moaqad

KONTAKION (TONE 2)
لَدََىَ  الوََطََيسةََ  الخازِِيَةَ،  غََْيْرََ  المََسنََييحي  شََيفعَةَََ  يا 
واتِِ  أْصْ عََنْْ  تُرِِْعْضِِي  لا  دُْرْوُدة،  المََ غََْيْرََ  الخالِِقِِ 
أنَّكَِِ  بِِما  بالمََعونَةَِِ  تَدَارََيكنا  بَْلْ  الخََطََأَةَ،  نُُْحْن   طََلِِبَاَتِِنا 
إلَىَ  بادِِرِِي  بإيمانٍٍ:  إلكِِْيْ  الصارِِخِِنََي  نُُْحْن   صالِِحََة، 
رِِْعِِي في الطِِبَْلْةَِِ، يا والِِدَةَََ الإلَهَ، المُُتَشَََّ�فِّعَةَََ  الشََفاعََةِِ وأسْ

مِِكِِي. دائِِمًًا بِِمُُكََ�رِِّ

O protection of Christians that cannot be put 
to shame, mediation unto the Creator most 
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of 
those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good 
one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto 
thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to 
make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, 
O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers. 

For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done to us.

The Reading from the Epistle of 

Saint Paul to Saint Titus (3:8-15)

Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and 

concerning these things I desire you to affirm 

confidently, that those who have believed in God 

may be thoughtful of how to preside in honorable 

occupations. These things are good and 

profitable to men. But avoid foolish disputes, and 

genealogies, and contentions, and controversies 

about the Law; for they are unprofitable and vain. 

A man who is a heretic after the first and second 

admonition reject, knowing that such a one is 

subverted, and sins, being self-condemned. 

When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicós, give 

diligence to come to me to Nicopolis; for I have 

determined to winter there. Set forward Zenas 

the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, 

that they may be lacking in nothing. And let our 

people also learn how to preside in honorable 

occupations, so as to help in cases of urgent 

need, that they should not be unfruitful. All who 

are with me salute you. Salute those who love us 

in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

مُُبارََكٌٌ أَْنْتََ يا رََبُُّ إلهََ آبائِِنا.

لأنَّكَََ عََلٌٌْدْ في كُُ�لِِّ ما صََنَْعْتََ بِنَِاَ.

يسِِ بولُسََُ  فَصَلٌٌ مِِن رِِسالَةَِِ القِِدِّ�ِ

الرََّسولِِ إلى تيطس )3:8-15(

ــا  ــةُُ وََإيّاّه يََِ الكََلِِم ةٌٌَ ه� ــس، صادِِ�ق ــيد طُُيت ــا وََل ي

ــي  ِـاللهِِ ف ــوا �ب ــنََ آمََن مَََّ الذي ّـى يَت�ه رََ حََت� �رَِِّ ــدُُ أَنَ تُق� أُرُي

ذَِِهِِ هِِيََ الأَعَمالُُ الحََس�نََةَُُ  القِِيــامِِ بِِالأَعَمــالِِ الحََس�نََةَِِ، فََ�ه

والأَْنْســابُُ  ةَُُ  الهََذَيَانِِيـ� المُُباحََثــاتُُ  ـّا  أَم� ةَ.  والنّاّفِِعـ�

تَْجْنَِِبهــا،  والخُُصومــاتُُ والمُُماحََــكاتُُ النّاّموسِِــيَّةَُُ فا

ةٌٌَ. وََرََجُُــلُُ البِِعََْدْــةِِ بَعَــدََ  ةٍٍَ وََباطِِلـ� فَإَنَّهَــا غََيــرُُ نافِِعـ�

َـنْْ  ًـا أَنَََّ م� رِِْْضْ عََنــهُُ. عالِِم� رْى أَع� رَََّةًً وََأُخ� ْـذارِِ م� الإن�

فَََ، وََهــوََ فــي الخََطئ�يَـةِِ يَْقْضــي  تَْعْس� ِـكََ �قدَِِ ا وََُ كََذل� ه�

ميتْرْــاسََ  ــكََ أَ تُُْلَْ إلَيَ س�ْرْ هِِِ. وََمََتــى أَ هِِِ عََلــى نَس�ف بِِنَس�ف

أَوَ يتخك�يسََُ، فَبَــادِِْرْ أَنَْْ تَتِأِيَنَــي إلــى كينوبول�ــسََ لأَن�ّـي 

ـّا زينــاسُُ مُُعَل��ـمُُِ  ـتُُْ أَنَْْ أُشََُــ�تِِّيََ هُُنــاك.  أَم� ْدَْ عََزََم� �قـ

ــنِِ  بَيَ ــ�يِِّعَهَُُما مُُتَأََ�هِِّ ْدِْ أَنَْْ تُشََُ تَْجَْ�ه ّـوسُُ، فا ــوسِِ وََأَبَُل� النّاّم

ْمَْ ذَوَونــا أَنَْْ يَقَومــوا  ل�ـئَِلَاََّ يُوِِعزََهُُمــا شََــيءٌٌ. وََيَْلْتََعََلـ�

َـةِِ حََت�ّـى لا  َـةِِ لِِحْلْاجــاتِِ الضََّرورِِي� بِِالأَعَمــالِِ الصّّالِِح�

ــنََ  ــعُُ الذي ــكََ جََيم ــ�لِِّمُُ عََلَيَ ــن. يُسََُ ــرََ مُُثْمِِْري ــوا غََي يَكَون

مََعــي، سََــمّ�لِّ عََلــى الذيــنََ يُحُِِبُّوُنَنَــا فــي الإيمــانِِ، 

ني نََي. آمـ مُ أَجَمََعـ ةَُُ مََعَـك ال�نِِّـمع

EPISTLE
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to Saint Luke (8:5-15)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went 

out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell 

along the path, and was trodden under foot, 

and the birds of the air devoured it.  And some 

fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered 

away, because it had no moisture.  And some 

fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with it 

and choked it.  And some fell into good soil and 

grew, and yielded a hundredfold.”  And when His 

Disciples asked Him what this parable meant, 

Jesus said, “To you it has been given to know the 

secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others they 

are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, 

and hearing they may not understand.  Now the 

parable is this: The seed is the word of God.  The 

ones along the path are those who have heard; 

then the devil comes and takes away the word 

from their hearts that they may not believe and be 

saved.  And the ones on the rock are those who, 

when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but 

these have no root, they believe for a while and in 

time of temptation fall away.  And as for what fell 

among the thorns, they are those who hear, but 

as they go on their way, they are choked by the 

cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their 

fruit does not mature.  And as for that in the good 

soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it 

fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth 

fruit with patience.”  As Jesus said this, He called 

out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

فصلٌٌ شََريفٌٌ مِِنْْ بِِشارََةِِ القِِّدّيسِِ لوقا 
ِ البَشَيرِِ والتلْْميذِِ الطاهِِر )8:5-15( الإنْْجيلِِيِّ�

رََْزَْعََ   ــزارِِعُُ لِِي� ــرََجََ ال لَ: خََ َـذا المََث� ــرََّبُُّ ه� ــالََ ال ق
رََْزَْعُُ، سََــقَطَََ بَع�ـْضٌٌ علــى   عََْرْــهُُ. وفميــا هُُــوََ يـ� زََ
ضُُْ  ْـهُُ طُُيــورُُ الســماءِِ. والبَع� الطريــقِِ، فَوَُُطِِــئََ وأَكَََلَت�
َـا نَب�َـتََ يَب�سََِ لأن�َـهُُ ل�ْمَْ تَك�ُـنْْ  رِِْ، فَلََم� قََطَََ علــى الصََّخ� س�
َتََ  كِِْوْ، فَنََبـ� ةٌٌَ. وبَع�ـْضٌٌ سََــقَطَََ بَي�ـنََْ الشََّــ َهُُ رُُطو�بـ لـ�
ضِِ  َهُُ. وبَع�ـْضٌٌ سََــقَطَََ فــي الأْرْ َهُُ فَخَََنَقـ� كُُْوْ مََعـ� الشََّــ
ــأَلََهَُُ  فٍٍْ. فَسَََ ةَََ ضِِع� َـرََ مائ� َـتََ أَم�ْثْ ّـا نَب� ــةِِ، فَلََم� الصالِِحََ
تلايمــذُهُُُ مــا عََســى أَنَْْ يَكَــونََ هــذا اْلْمََث�لَُُ. فَقَــالََ: لَك�ْمُْ 
َـا  ــوتِِ الله، وأَم� ــرارََ مََلَكَ ُـوا أَسَْْ ــيََ أنْْ تَرِِْعْف� طِِْعْ ــْدْ أُ ق
ْمُْ ناظِِــرونََ،  ــرُُوا وه� ْيَْ لا يَظُُْنْ ــالٍٍ، لِِك� ثْمْ ُـونََ فَبَِِأَ البا�ق
لَ:  المََثـ� هُُــوََ  وهََــذا  ســامِِعُوُن.  وهُُــْمْ  ـُوا  يَهََْفْم� ولا 
مُُُ  ــقِِ ه� ــى الطََّري ــنََ عل ةَُُ الله. والذي وََُ كََلِِم� عُُ ه� ــزََّْرْ ال
ِـنْْ  ةَََ م� ْـمََعونََ، ث�مََُّ يَتْأْــي إيلْبْــسُُ ويَن�زِِْعُُ الكََلِِم� الذيــنََ يَس�
رِِْخْ  لُْخْصُُُــوا. والذينََ عََلــى الصََّ ْمِْ ل�ــئَالّا يُؤُمِِنــوا فَيََ قُلُوبِِ�ه
ةَََ ويَبَْقْلَونَهَــا بِِف�َـرََحٍٍ، ولَكَــنْْ  ْـمََعونََ الكََلِِم� ه�مُُُ الذيــنََ يَس�
ــنٍٍ، وفــي  ــونََ إلــى حي ــا يُؤُمِِن ــلٌٌ، وإنَّمَ ْمُْ أَْصْ سََْ لََ�ه لَي�
َـوكِِ،  قََطَََ فــي ال�ش ت�ْرْدَُّوُن. والــذي س� َـةِِ يَ رِِْجْ�ب تِِْ التَّ وََ�ق
ــونََ بِِهُُمــومِِ  تَْخْنَِِق ــونََ فَيََ مََُّ يَهََْذْب ْـمََعونََ ث� ــنََ يَس� مُُُ الذي ه�
ـرٍٍَ.  هََــذِِهِِ الحََيــاةِِ وغِِناهــا وََمََلَذَّاّتِِهــا، فَلَا يَتْأْــونََ بِِثَم�
ــنََ  مُُُ الذي دَِةَِِ، فََ�ه ضِِ الجََي�� ــي الأَْرْ ــقَطَََ ف ــذي سََ َـا ال وأم�
فَظَونَهَــا فــي قَل�بٍٍْ جََيِيِّدٍٍِ صال�حٍٍِ،  ةَََ فَيََْحْ ْـمََعونََ الكََلِِم� يَس�
َـهُُ  َـنْْ ل� ــادَىَ: م� َـذا ن ــالََ ه� ّـا ق رِِْ. ولَم� رِونََ بالصََب� ويُثُْم�ْ

ْـمََع َـمََعِِ فيَْلْـسْ نـانِِ لـسَْلْ أُذُُـُ

GOSPEL
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The Family Meal
From the September–October 2026 issue of The Word Magazine, Fr. Peter Kavanaugh reflects on the sacred place of the family table.
The Word (Al-Kalima) Magazine – Sep 21, 2026

A family united in prayer before a meal, honoring God as their Heavenly Father and source of all blessings, is a truly beautiful sight. When the head of the 
household gives thanks to God for the food, it brings a sacred spirit to the table.” – St. John Kronstadt.

The dining table is the most sacred icon in the Orthodox faith. There was once a traveling monk spending a few days at a parish. After liturgy, the parishioners 
bustled about to prepare coffee hour, when someone spotted a broken light. In an instant, a kind fellow climbed up onto a small table to replace the lightbulb. 
The monk gasped. “Oh no! Please don’t step on the table. Tables are sacred. They are icons of the holy altar.”

The dining table is the holiest object in a house. It is the focal point of a Christian’s life; a place for reverence, communion, and peace. It is the symbol of God’s 
love for family. It is the Eden given us to guard and protect, where we must nurture seedlings of holiness. We Orthodox Christians love to celebrate the beauty 
and symbolism of our exotic icons. We would do well to also reconsider the significance of the more basic building blocks of holiness: the family dinner.

“Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.”1

From the beginning, God’s covenant with man was symbolized in the sacred meal spread across the dining table. Thou shalt prepare “a feast of rich food 
for all peoples,” Isaiah prophesizes. “A banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines.”2 The prophecy was fulfilled in the Holy Eucharist. 
Agriculture, art, science, and all the poetry of man’s heart raise and ferment crops. We take the fruit of our labor, bread and wine, bring it to God’s table and 
offer it up. The dew of heaven drops down and changes that bread and wine into the presence of God. “This is my body. This is my blood,” the minister incants. 
The congregation falls down in adoration. Never forget, the sacrament does not end here. It flows out from the altar into our day to day.

In Orthodoxy, sacred things merge into and transform ordinary things. The sacrament of our Lord’s Supper pours out into all of our food and drink. Every 
table becomes sacramental. All food shared between Christian people takes on the sweetness of heaven. Every feast day and every coffee hour becomes a 
participation in our eternal feasting together. The family act of gathering at the dining table, praying, and giving thanks is the pinnacle of a Christian household.

If the family meal is the symbol of Christianity, modern dining is the symbol of anti-Christianity. Overwhelming studies show that family meals are 
increasingly rare, the dining table is cluttered, and food is consumed in the midst of interruptions, noise, television, and iPhone scrolling. In such households, 
children are more likely to have low self-esteem, lower grades at school, poor health, increased psychological problems, and a higher likelihood of drug use 
and social failure.3

On December 29, the Church commemorates the Holy Innocents. Two events transpire, one beautiful and the other tragic. The holy family shines in majesty, 
and the anti-family cries out with ferocity. A child is born and the holy innocents are murdered. Christmas arrives with mirth and wonder. It is a time for 
feasting together, caroling, and dancing. We bow before the Nativity crèche, and we contemplate the holiness of family. In the same breath, the Church reminds 
us: behold, the anti-family.

“When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea … [Herod] was exceeding wroth, and sent 
forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem.”4

God saves us with a baby. The devil lashes out to murder babies. God elevates the family. The world desecrates it.

“In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they 
are not.”5

Even in the midst of our Christmas jubilee, the Church calls us to be sober. Remember the sacredness of family. Remember the holiness of the dining table.

“A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant and 
cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon … The dragon stood in front of the woman who 
was about to give birth, so that it might devour her child the moment he was born … [and] the woman fled into the wilderness.”6

We are in a war. It is a war between good and evil. It is a war between those who hate family life and those who cherish it. It is a war expressed with such 
lucidity in the contrast between these two scenes: a peaceful, loving meal, over which a family prays, shares, and reflects, and a disordered, chaotic “grazing” in 
the blare of TV and frantic texting.

Christmas arrives with a wonderful invocation. Celebrate the simple, old-fashioned things. Return to family meals.

We conquer the devil by celebrating what is good and beautiful. So remember, in the months ahead, this timeless message: the Kingdom of God is at hand with 
the breaking of bread. The Christian parish and the Christian family are most real and vibrant, when loving souls are dining together and giving thanks.

“There is nothing more pleasant than divine teaching,” St. John Chrysostom instructs. “Listen to what the prophet says about it: ‘How sweet to my throat 
are Thy words, more than honey and the honeycomb to my mouth’ (Ps. 118:103). Put this honeycomb on the evening table, so as to fill all of it with spiritual 
gladness.”

“When we have returned home, let us offer a double meal—one of food, the other of [divine teaching]; let the husband pass on what was said, and let the wife 
learn; let the children also listen … let there be offered at your house a spiritual repast together with the bodily one.”

“Sing hymns … especially at the table. Since the devil constructs his crafty designs mostly at times of banqueting with the help of intoxication, overeating, 
indecent laughter, and emotional relaxation, it is especially then, and before the meal and after the meal, that one must protect oneself from him with a fence of 
psalms, and, having risen from the table, together with wife and children, sing holy songs to God.”7

Was the monk wrong, who shuddered when a man stepped on a table? There is much to learn from the traditions of old. Our grandparents passed down 
something sacred, often in little rituals as small and unnoticeable as table manners and family gatherings. Surely, the dining table is the holiest object in our 
house. It is the place for reverence, communion, and peace. It is our connection with God. It is a return to Eden.

1 Ps. 23:5
2 Isa. 25:6
3 Department of Psychology, Brigham Young University, Provo, UT 84602, USA
4 Matt. 2:3-15
5 Matt. 2:18
6 Rev. 12:1-4
7 Saint John Chrysostom, Expositiones in psalmos.
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Coffee Hour Sponsors:

Today – Fayrouz Haddad and 
Family

Oct 18 – Mary Homsy and Family

Oct 25 – OPEN

Nov 1 – Peter and Amani 
Isaid and Family

Nov 8 – OPEN

Holy Bread Offered By:
Today – Fayrouz Haddad and 

Family
– Mary Homsy and Family
– Wisaf Ghanma and Family

Oct 18 – Dr. Carlos and Marwa 
(Shammas) Bechara and 
Family

Oct 25 – OPEN
Nov 1 – Samar Rihani and Family

– Peter and Amani 
Isaid and Family

Nov 8 – OPEN
Nov 15 – OPEN

BAPTISMS
Last 
Sunday

ISMAIL, son of Andres and Reem 
Tiburcio.

Today ZANDER and SOPHIA, children of 
Nathan and Katelyn Fakhouri.

Oct 18 ISABELLA, daughter of Fady and 
Jenna Mseih.

Oct 25 •	 LORENZO, son of Jerry and 
Amanda Haddad.

•	 MAYA, daughter of Ryan and 
Rahaf Medley.

Nov 14 ELIAS, son of Ramez and Vanessa 
Fakhoury.

YAF Coffee and 

Fellowship SPONSORS

Today – OPEN

↳ Oct 25 – OPEN

SCAN ME

COMMEMORATIONS
Today •	 7-Year Commemoration for 

†GEORGE HOMSY, offered by 
Mary Homsy and Family.

•	 8-Year Commemoration for 
†CLAIRE HOMSY, offered by 
Mary Homsy and Family.

CHRISMATIONS
Last Sunday MICHAEL Kvam.

MEMORIALS
Today 1-Year Memorial Service for 

†YACOUB S. GHANMA, offered by 
Wisaf Ghanma and family.

CONDOLENCES
The clergy and parishioners of Saint George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church of Cicero offer 
their sincerest condolences to:
The Rihani family on the falling asleep of 
†FAWZIEH MARJI (RIHANI), this past week.  
†FAWZIEH was the mother of Samir (Rwida) 
and Souzan (Sdn. Mazen).

Memory Eternal!

WEDDINGS
Last 
Week

Congratulations MATTHEW, son of 
Luai and Suha Sweiss, and DIANA, 
daughter of Elias and Elaine Makdah.

https://www.stgeorgechi.org/coffee-hour/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/
http://www.stgeorgechi.org/yaf-coffee
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– Saint John Chrysostom 
+407

“No act of virtue can be great if it does not “No act of virtue can be great if it does not 
result in advantage for others. So, not matter result in advantage for others. So, not matter 
how much time you spend fasting, no how much time you spend fasting, no 
matter how much you sleep on matter how much you sleep on 
a hard fl oor and eat ashes a hard fl oor and eat ashes 
and sigh continually, if you and sigh continually, if you 
do no good to/for others, do no good to/for others, 
you do nothing great.”you do nothing great.”

REFLECTION

Prayer Prayer 
RequestsRequests

To request prayers be said 
during Liturgy for the health 
of loved ones or in memory 
of the dearly departed…

…email the Church Office by 
Thursday of that week at: 

Office@StGeorgeChi.org
stating “Health of” or “Memory 
of” and the names in each 
category, as well as the name of 
the person offering prayers.

OR
…complete a Prayer Request 
Card that is in the back of the 
Church and give it to an Usher 
by 10:15AM (if a Sunday).
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Today •	 Pre-Communion Prayers

•	 Orthros (Matins)
•	 Great Doxology
•	 Divine Liturgy
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pgs. 16-17)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 18)
•	 Coffee Hour
•	 Teen SOYO – SOYO Hour (see pg. 20)
•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship (see pg. 22)

8:45 am
9:00 am

10:15 am
10:20 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy
After Liturgy

Mon, Oct 12 •	 Finance Committee Zoom Meeting
•	 Antiochian Women (AW) Officers’ Meeting
•	 Human Resources Budget Zoom Meeting
•	 Outreach Officers’ Zoom Meeting

5:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
8:30pm

Tue, Oct 13 •	 Parish Council Monthly Meeting
•	 Saint Romanos the Melodist Byzantine Choir Zoom Training

7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Wed, Oct 14 West Campus Ministry (see pg. 31) 6:30 pm
Thu-Sat, 
Oct 15-17

Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Pilgrimage to Antiochian Village (see 
pg. 22)

Sun, Oct 18 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers
•	 Orthros (Matins)
•	 Great Doxology
•	 Divine Liturgy
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pg. 16-17)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 18)
•	 Coffee Hour

8:45 am
9:00 am

10:15 am
10:20 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
Mon, Oct 19 Sunday School Officers’ Zoom Meeting 7:00 pm
Tue, Oct 20 Saint Romanos the Melodist Byzantine Choir Zoom Training 7:30 pm
Wed, Oct 21 West Campus Ministry (see pg. 31) 6:30 pm
Sat, Oct 24 •	 Byzantine Choir Rehearsal

•	 Great Vespers Service
•	 Teen SOYO Pumpkin Painting and Preparation for Christmas Card 

Letter Mailing (see pg. 21)
•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Board Games and Baking (see pg. 

23)
•	 Spiritual Sisters Circle Ministry (see pg. 26)

3:00 pm
5:00 pm

After Vespers 

After Vespers 

After Vespers
Sun, Oct 25 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers

•	 Orthros (Matins)
•	 Great Doxology
•	 Divine Liturgy
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pg. 16-17)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 18)
•	 Coffee Hour
•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship (see pg. 22)

8:45 am
9:00 am

10:15 am
10:20 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy
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15
NOV MON-FRI

NOV 15-DEC 25 Holy Advent Season

24
DEC THU

DEC 24 Christmas Liturgy

5
JAN TUE

JAN 5
The Great Feast of 

Epiphany

15
MAR MON-SAT

MAR 15-MAY 1 Great lent

2
MAY SUN

MAY 2 Great and Holy Pascha (Easter)Great and Holy Pascha (Easter)

Dates to RememberDates to Remember!!
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL
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The Mind of the Saints
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

On the feast day of Saint Silouan the Athonite on September 24, I remembered an incident that illustrates how saints who have been touched by 
divine grace deal with others. In the account of his life written by his disciple, Saint Sophrony Sakharov, we read the following:

“We once learned of a conversation between the staretz—the spiritual elder—and an archimandrite engaged in missionary work among 
non-Orthodox communities. This archimandrite greatly respected the staretz and often came to speak with him during his visits to the 
Holy Mountain of Athos. The staretz asked him how he preached. The archimandrite, who was still young and inexperienced, became 
animated, gesturing emphatically as he said:
“‘Your faith is corrupt. Everything among you is distorted and wrong, and unless you repent, you will not be saved.’
“After listening to him, the staretz asked:
“‘Tell me, Father Archimandrite, do they believe in Jesus Christ? Do they believe in the true God?’
“‘Yes, they do.’
“‘And do they venerate the Mother of God?’
“‘Yes, they venerate her, but their doctrine concerning her is mistaken.’
“‘Do they venerate the saints?’
“‘Yes, they do. But what saints can they have after separating from the Church?’
“‘Do they hold services in their churches and read the word of God?’
“‘Yes, they hold services and have churches. But if you could only see what their services are like compared with ours—how cold and 
dry they are, and how devoid of spirit and life!’
“‘Then, Father Archimandrite, it is good that they believe in Jesus Christ, venerate the Mother of God and the saints, and seek their 
intercessions in prayer. If you tell them that their faith is “corrupt,” they will no longer listen to you. Instead, tell these people: “It is 
good that you believe in God, that you venerate the Mother of God and the saints, that you go to church and participate in the services, 
and that you pray in your homes and read the word of God.” Then tell them that they are mistaken in this or that belief and that they 
need to correct it. Then everything will be well. The Lord will rejoice over them, and all of us will be saved by the mercy of God, Father 
Archimandrite. God is love. Therefore, every distortion must be corrected through love. In this way, all those who listen to you and to 
the word of God will be saved—and so will all who preach to them. But if you condemn them, their hearts will not hear you, and the 
result will bring blessing to none of you.’”

Saint Silouan did not condemn those people, nor did he claim that their faith was sound and correct. His concern was their salvation. Therefore, 
he did not focus on debating their doctrines, but on the manner in which those doctrines might be corrected and brought to completion, so that 
their faith might become sound and true and thus lead them to salvation.
He did not withhold salvation from them. And how could he, when he understood perfectly well that salvation belongs to God and not to him?
Saint Silouan knew that the path he followed was, in principle, a sure path to salvation—provided that the believer walked it faithfully and with 
a sensitive attentiveness to the Spirit of God. He therefore desired this salvation for every human being. His distinctive and constant prayer was: 
“O Lord Jesus Christ, grant that all people may know Thee by the Holy Spirit.”
There is a theoretical knowledge of God that is entirely different from the knowledge for which the saint prayed. It is a knowledge derived solely 
from texts, which imagines that once it has intellectually understood the truth and chosen to live according to that understanding, salvation is 
already within its grasp. Saint Silouan teaches us that true knowledge of God does not come through information, however sound, profound, or 
precise it may be. Rather, it comes when the Holy Spirit touches the person who has been purified and cleansed, who has opened his entire being 
to the Holy Spirit and placed God’s will in the place of his own. Such a person becomes wholly concerned with the salvation of all people and 
suffers whenever he encounters someone who does not desire to know God or the true life, but instead follows a mistaken path.
Saint Silouan did not personally encounter on Mount Athos the challenges posed by adherents of other confessions, religions, and philosophies, 
nor did he engage in defending the true faith before them. Nevertheless, throughout his life in general, and in this incident in particular, he clearly 
reveals that the genuine correction of anything is accomplished not through condemnation, but solely through a spirit of love.
This teaching of Saint Silouan did not originate with him. Neither did it come from universities where he had studied, nor from the movements 
that considered him a defender of the church or the Orthodox faith. It came directly from God—from his experience of the Holy Spirit, who 
touched him many times.
He saw Christ alive “in the place where the icon of the Savior stands, in the Church of the Prophet Elias, located at the monastery mill.” This 
divine appearance occurred at the beginning of his monastic journey, and divine grace touched his entire being. After some time, divine grace 
visited him again, though with less intensity. From that point onward, God began to “play” with him—at times visiting him and at other times 
withdrawing—so as to mature him and help him grow until he attained “the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” (Eph. 4:13)
With every luminous experience, he grew in humility. Not once do we read, either in his own writings or in the writings of those who knew 
him and wrote about him, that he considered himself entitled to speak about why divine grace is bestowed upon some or withheld from others, 
whether because of mistaken belief or a wayward life. Through genuine and living experience, he truly knew that God alone bestows His grace 
or withholds it for reasons known to Him alone.
It never occurred to our saint to interfere in the work of God. Through its visitations, divine grace transformed him into a creature overflowing 
with meekness, tenderness, and love. Thus, he sought only one thing: “that all the peoples of the earth might know God by the Holy Spirit.”
He knew with certainty, from experience, that the person who had not been touched by this grace could still be his brother. He often repeated: 
“The Holy Spirit is love, and He grants the soul the ability to love—even to love one’s enemies. Whoever has not acquired this love does not yet 
know God.” He also said: “The person who ‘only believes’ has not yet experienced within himself the touch of grace and has not clearly ‘tasted’ 
eternal life. He may preserve himself from sin in proportion to his love for God, but his love remains far from perfect, and he may still cause 
sorrow to his brother.”
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فكر الّدّقيسين
الرتموبولتي سابا )اسبر(

مهتّ النمعــة  حتضنرــي فــي عيــد القدّيّــس ســلوان الآثوســي، )٢٤ أيلــول(، لتــك الحادثــة، التــي شتــري إلــى الطريقــة التــي يعتاطــى فهيــا القدّيّســون الذيــن س�م
ــذه القديــس رفصونــي خزــاروف، مــا يلــي: ةّ. جــاء فــي تكــاب ســهتري، ليملت الإلي�ه

“لقــد اطّّعلنــا علــى حديــث يبــن الســتاريتز )الأب الروحــيّّ( وأرشــمندريت )رتبــة هكنويتــة( كان يمعــل فــي مدخــة رســوليّةّ، يبــن المجاعــات يغــر 
الأرثوكذســيّةّ. هــذا الأرشــمندريت كان يتحــمر الســتاريتز يثكــاًرً، وغالبــاًً مــا كان يتأــي لتلباحــث عمــه، فــي أثنــاء زيارتــه لجلبــل المقــدّسّ )آثــوس(. 
ســأله الســتاريتز يكــف يعــظ؟ فافتنــض الأرشــمندريت، الــذي كان فــي ريعــان شــباهب ويلقــل الخبــرة، بإشــارات وحــكرات جســهد، قــالاًئً: “إنّّ إيماكنــم 

ـهـو الـفقس. لّّك ـشـيء عنـدمك ـموّّعج وخاـئط، وأـنمت ـنل تخـلصـوا إن ـمل تتوـبـوا”

عبــد أن اســعمت السســتاريتز إليــه، ســأله : قــل لــي أيهــا الأب الأرشــمندريت، هــل يؤمنــون يبســوع المســحي؟ وهــل يؤمنــون بالإلــه الحــقّّ؟ فجأــاب 
ذاك: ـنمع إنّـّمه بذـكل يؤـمنـون

وهل يرّّكمون والدة الإله؟ 	-

معن	 إنّمه يرّّكموهنا، لنك عقمهتدي هنأشبا خاطةئ. -

وهل يرّّكمون القدّيّسني؟ 	-

معن	 إنّمه يرّّكمومهن. لنك أيّّ دّقيّسني لدى هؤلاء، دعب أن اقّشنوّا عن الكنيسة؟ -

هل يقومون بالخِِدَمَ )اللصوات الةكرتشم( في كنائسمه ، ويقرأون الةملك الإليّهةّ؟ 	-

دَِمَ وعندهــم كنائــس، لكــن إذا أحببــتََ أن عتــفر مــا هــي خِِدَهمــم - أي بالمقارنــة مــع خِِدَمَنــا ـــ فــيّّأ بــرودة أو فجــاف أو  عن	ــم إنّهّــم يقومــون بالخ� -
يـاة ـلتقـى فـيهـا ... فـدقان لـرلوح والحـ

عفّون هبــم فــي لصواهتــم  هكــذا إاًذً، أيّهّــا الأب الأرشــمندريت، ي�جدّ أهنــم يؤمنــون يبســوع المســحي، ويرّّكمــون والــدة الإلــه والقدّيّســني، ويت�ش 	-
وإذا لقــتََ لهــم إنّّ إيماهنــم “فاســ”ق، فلــن يصغــوا إليــك فــي مــا عبــد ... لكــن قــْلْ لهــؤلاء البشــر: ي�جدّ أنّكّــم تؤمنــون بــالله، ورّّكتمــون والــدة الإلــه 
دَِمَ، وحســناًً أنّكّــم ل�صتّـون فــي منازلكــم وتقــرأون الملكــة الإلي�هةّ؛ لكــن قــْلْ لهــم  والقدّيّســني، وحســناًً أنّكّــم تذهبــون إلــى الكنيســة للاشــرتاك فــي الخ�
إنّهّــم يخطئــون فــي هــذه الكفــرة أو لتــك، وأن عهيلــم إصلاحهــا، ولّّك شــيء عندهــا ســكيون علــى مــا يــرام. إنّّ الســيّدّ ســحرفي ويل�هتلّ هبــم، ولّكنّــا 
ســنخلص ربحمــة الله، أيّهّــا الأب الأرشــمندريت ... الله ب�حمةّ، لذلــك لّّك اعوجــاج عيلــه أن يُل�صحَ بالحــبّّ، وهكــذا يَخَل�ُـص يمجــع الذيــن يصغــون 

رّين أيـاًضً. لكنـكّ إذا أَدََـتْنْمه، فقلوـبمه ـنل ـتكعمس، وـنل ـتكـون النـيتةج مبارـةك لأيّّ منـمك” ةّ، ولّّك المبـش إلـكي وإـلـى الـلكةم الإلـيه

، أيضــاًً، إنّّ إيماهنــم ســميل ومســتقمي. كان يكرتــزه علــى خلاهصــم، ولذلــك مــا اهتــمّّ مبناشقــة عقادئهــم، وإنّمّــا  لــم ي�دَِِن القدّيّــس ســلوان أولئــك البشــر، ولــم يقــْلْ
بطريـةق إصلاحـهـا وإمكالـهـا، لصتـري ـمتسقةمي وـةميلس، وتقوـدمه، تالـاًيً، إـلـى اـلـخلاص

لم يبجح الخلاص عنمه. وفيك يجحبه وهو يدرك، متااًمً، أنّّ الخلاص يعود إلى الله لا إلهي؟!

عــفر القدّيّــس ســلوان أنّّ الطريــق الــذي يســري فيــه، طريقــاًً مضمــون الــخلاص، نظي�راًًّ. أي إذا مــا ســكل المؤمــن فيــه مأبانــة ورهافــة لــروح الله. ولذلــك كان 
يطـبل ـهـذا اـلـخلاص لمجـعي البـرش. صلاـهت الداـئةم الـيممّـزة كاـتن: ـ“يـا رـبّـي يـسـوع الـمحيس اـجلع البـرش يرعفوـكن باـرلوح الـ”سدق

اًًّ، واتخــارت  ق أنّهّــا إذا مــا عرفــت عقي�ل ةّ رعمفــة نظي�رةّ لله مخفلتــة متامــاًً عــن لتــك التــي يطلبهــا القدّيّــس؛ رعمفــة تنطلــق مــن النصــوص فقــط وصتــ�دِِّ  ثم�
اليعــش حبســب هــذه الرعمفــة، فالــخلاص أضحــى فــي يدهــا. يلّعمّنــا القدّيّــس ســلوان أنّّ رعمفــة الله الحقيقي�ةّ لا كتــون باللعمومــات، مهمــا كانــت هــذه ســةميل 
رّ، الــذي فتــح يكانــه ل�كــه للــروح القــسد، ووضــع شمــةئي الله حمــلّّ شمــهتئي. هــذا ييصــر  وعيمقــة ويقدقــة، بــل مبلامســة الــروح القــسد للإنســان النّتمقّــي التمط�ه

هّ أن يخـلـص مجـعي البـرش، ويأتلـمّ إذا ـمـا الـتقـى إـنسـااًنً، لا يـردي ـرعمةف الله ولا الحـيـاة الحقـةّ، ـلب يـكلس طريـاًقً مغلوـةط هـم

لــم يختبــر القدّيّــس ســلوان، شــخيّصاًًّ، فــي جبــل آثــوس، دّحتيّــات ذوي المذاهــب والأديــان واللفســفات الأخــرى، ولــم ينخــرط فــي الدفــاع عــن الإيمــان المســتقمي 
ةّ، يـكفش بوـضـوح أنّّ الإصلاح الحقـيقـي لأي ـشـيء، لا يـمّّت بالإداـةن، ـلب ـربوح الـبّّح فـطق ةّ، وـفـي ـهـذه الحاـدةث، بخاـصّ أماـممه. لكنهّ ـفـي ـهتريس، عباـم

يلعتــم القدّيّــس ســلوان هــذا مــا كان مــن عنــهد، ولا مــن جاعمــات درس فهيــا، ولا مــن يتــارات رأى فهيــا المُُدِِافــع الأيمــن عــن الكنيســة والإيمــان الأرثوكذســيّّ، 
ـلب ـنم الله مباـرشة، ـنم اـتخبـاره الــــروح الـسدق، اـلـذي لـمهس ـرّّمات ثكـرية

لقــد رأى المســحي حي�اًًّ “فــي المــكان الــذي توجــد فيــه أيقونــة المخل�ّـص فــي كنيســة النبــي إيي�لّـا، المقامــة فــي مطحنــة الديــ”ر. حــدث هــذا الظهــور الإلهــيّّ لــه، 
وس�متّ النمعــة الإلي�هةّ يكانــه، فــي بــءد مســهتري الرهباي�نةّ. وعبــد وقــت، زارتــه النمعــة الإلي�هةّ، ثاينــة، ولكــن بقــوّّة أقــل. ومــذ ذاك بــدأ الله “يلاعبــ”ه بزيارتــه 

تــارةًً، واحجتابــه تــارةًً، حت�ّـى يُنُضجــه وينمّّيــه، ليبلــغ م“ــءل قامــة المســ”حي )أف ٤: ١٣(

هّ اعتبــر فنســه  ومــع لّّك اتخبــار نورانــي كان يــزداد تواضعــاً؛ً يحبــث لا نقــرأ، مــرّّة واحــدة، فــي تكاباتــه، أو فــي تكابــات الذيــن عاصــروه وتكبــوا عنــه أن�
اًًّ  ــد عــفر حق� ــة! لق ــاًً مغلوطــاًً أو ســرية منرحف ــم، لســبب أو لآخــر، أكان يخــصّّ إيمان ــا عــن عبضه ةّ أو حجبه ــة الإلي�ه ــح النمع مّ عــن من مســحتقاًً لأن يل�كت

ةّ، أنّّ الله وـهدح ـنم يـمحن ـمعنهت أو يجحبـهـا، لأـسـباب ـهـو فـطق ـنم يرعفـهـا وبالخـربة الـيح

لّ فــي عمــل الله. لقــد تلعجــه النمعــة الإلي�هةّ، بزياراهتــا لــه، مخلوقــاًً طافحــاًً بالوداعــة والر�قةّ والحــبّّ، مــا لعجــه لا ينشــد إلا  مــا خطــر لقدّيّســنا مــرّّة أن يخ�دت
أـاًرمً واـاًدحً، وـهـو “أن ـتفرع مجـعي ـعشوب الأرض الله باـرلوح الـ”سدق

 لقــد اتخبــر، يقينــاًً، أنّّ مــن لــم ملتســه هــذه النمعــة يكمــن لــه أن يكــون أخــاه. وردّدّ مــراراًً “إنّّ الــروح القــسد حــبٌٌّ هــو، ويمنــح النفــس القــدرة علــى الحــبّّ، 
تْخْبــر عبــد، فــي فنســه، لمســة النمعــة، ولــم ي�“ذَُ”ق  حت�ّـى علــى حــبّّ الأعــداء. والــذي لــم يقتــنِِ هــذا الحــبّّ لــم يعــفر الله عبــد”. و”إنّّ الــذي “يؤمــن فقــ”ط لــم يَ

اليحــاة الأي�دبةّ بوضــوح، وإن حفــظ فنســه مــن الخطئيــة مبقــدار حب�هّ لله ؛ لكــن يبقــى حب�هّ يعبــاًدً عــن المكــال، وبإكمانــه أن يُحُــزِِن أخــاه أيضــاًً.”
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October 11, 2026 – Lesson 4

�e Scroll
A Newsletter of Saint George Church Sunday School

THE BIBLE, THE FIRST SOURCE

The Bible is the first of the Five Sources through 
which the Orthodox Church has received and 

preserved the Christian faith. It contains God’s divine 
revelation and is the main written source of Christian doctrine.

The Bible is divided into the Old and New Testaments, which correspond to the Old 
and New Covenants. The Old Testament records God’s revelation to the people of 
Israel and includes the Law, the history of Israel, the Wisdom books, and the writings 
of the prophets. The Orthodox Church also recognizes the Deuterocanonical 
books as part of the Old Testament, although other Christian traditions view them 
differently.

God’s revelation reaches its fullness in Jesus Christ. Christ taught His disciples about 
God and entrusted the Apostles with the mission of preserving and proclaiming 
His Gospel. After His Resurrection, the Apostles continued this mission through 
preaching and writing, giving us the New Testament.

The heart of the New Testament is found in the four Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John—which proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. It also includes the Acts 
of the Apostles, the letters of Saint Paul and the other Apostles, and the Book of 
Revelation attributed to Saint John.

For the Orthodox Church, therefore, Sacred Scripture is much more than a collection 
of ancient writings. It is the inspired Word of God, preserving and transmitting His 
revelation and the truth of the Christian faith from the Old Covenant to its fulfillment 
in Christ.

* Lesson 4 summary re�ects last week’s lesson from Sunday, October 4, 2026.

Did You Know? The Book of the Gospels rests upon the Holy Altar
In the Orthodox tradition, the Gospel Book is placed upon the Holy Table, at the center of the 
Sanctuary. It is not merely a place where a sacred book is kept; its presence reminds us that 
Christ, the Word of God, is at the very center of the life of the Church. That same Gospel is 
carried in procession during the Small Entrance. This sacred procession manifests that Christ 
and His Gospel come forth to meet His people as the real “Wisdom”.

https://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student/
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Creating Memories

Save the Date

Sun | Oct 11
• Sunday School Classes / God’s Little Lights
• Youth Choir / Christmas Concert Rehearsal

Sun | Oct 18
• Sunday School Classes / God’s Little Lights
• Youth Choir / Christmas Concert Rehearsal

Sun | Oct 25
• Sunday School Classes / God’s Little Lights
• Youth Choir / Christmas Concert Rehearsal

Sun | Nov 1
• Sunday School Classes / God’s Little Lights
• Youth Choir / Christmas Concert Rehearsal

SCAN ME

REGISTER  FOR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL

TODAY

https://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student/
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What is God’s Little Lights?
God’s Little Lights is a special ministry for our 3-year-old and 4-year-old children to 
grow in the love of Christ. Together, we will help share the love and the light of the Gospel, 
to make our children “little lights” in their families, their Church, and their everyday lives.

ALL FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN ARE WELCOME!
Let’s help our little ones grow together in Christ’s light.

What Will Children Learn?
Our time together is flexible and fun, focusing on:
• Simple prayers and Church practices
• Bible stories
• Celebrating feast days and holy seasons
• Special Church celebrations

When and Where
• Sundays – right after Holy Communion
• Location – Cry Room
• Time – Short lessons, generally lasting 15-20 minutes
• Schedule – Follows the Sunday School calendar and curriculum
• Must attend with adult

Why Join?
God’s Little Lights is a wonderful way to:
• Build a strong foundation for Sunday School
• Strengthen the faith life of families
• Help children feel at home in the Church

BEGINS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
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SCAN ME

RSVP HERERSVP HERE
by Tue, 11/3by Tue, 11/3

All youth (ages 9-12) welcome!All youth (ages 9-12) welcome!

Sat, Nov 7 | 1PM - 4PM

LUCKY STRIKE BOWLING
7333 N MILWAUKEE AVE, NILES

BOWLING BASH

JOY Club
Junior Orthodox Youth

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

$30$30//youthyouth
includes shoe rental, cheese pizza, includes shoe rental, cheese pizza, 

chicken tenders, french fries, chicken tenders, french fries, 
unlimited soft drinks, arcade unlimited soft drinks, arcade 

card wcard w//20 credits20 credits

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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A��A��  T���� (13-18) W������!T���� (13-18) W������!

TEEN SOYO ACTIVITIESTEEN SOYO ACTIVITIES

SUN, OCT 11SUN, OCT 11 Teen SOYO – SOYO HourTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour

SAT, OCT 24SAT, OCT 24 Teen SOYO Pumpkin Painti ng and preparati on of Teen SOYO Pumpkin Painti ng and preparati on of 
Christmas Card lett er mailingChristmas Card lett er mailing

SUN, NOV 8SUN, NOV 8 Teen SOYO – SOYO HourTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour

SAT, NOV 21SAT, NOV 21 Teen SOYO Humanitarian DayTeen SOYO Humanitarian Day

SUN, NOV 22SUN, NOV 22 Teen SOYO Turkey DriveTeen SOYO Turkey Drive

SUN, DEC 6SUN, DEC 6 Teen SOYO – SOYO Hour and Kris Kringle Acti vityTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour and Kris Kringle Acti vity

SAT, DEC 12SAT, DEC 12 Teen SOYO Christmas Card Mailing Preparati onTeen SOYO Christmas Card Mailing Preparati on

MON, DEC 28MON, DEC 28 Teen SOYO Spiritual RetreatTeen SOYO Spiritual Retreat

Save the Save the 
Date…Date…

Teen SOYOTeen SOYO
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL



21

Inviting ALL Teens (ages 13-18)

$10/Teen

SCAN ME

RSVP by 
Tue 10/20

Sat | Oct 24 @ 5PM

Vespers, Dinner, 
Mailer Stuffi ng, 

Pumpkin Painting

Pumpkin Painting Pumpkin Painting 
and preparation of 

Christmas Card Lett er Christmas Card Lett er 
MailingMailing

Teen SOYO
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Boa
rd

Gam
es

AND

Bak
ing

Saturday, October 24th

5:00 PM Vespers

Young Adult Fellowship (YAF)

Join us for Vespers, Board Games, 

Baking Desserts, and lots of Fun!

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Complimentary Event

RSVP by 

Thu | Oct 22

SCAN ME

Inviting all Young Professionals, Young Married 
Couples, and College Students (Ages 18+)

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Antiochian Men (A-MEN)
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

ALLALL Gentlemen 18+ Invited Gentlemen 18+ Invited

SAVE THE DATE
Sat, DEC 12/2026: A-MEN Advent Spiritual Retreat

Sat, JAN 9/2026: A-MEN Annual Shawerma Night
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SCAN ME

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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SCAN ME

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events


28

OrthoberOOrrtthhoobbeerrO

L
D

 H
O L Y  R E S U R R E C T I O N  P R E S E N

T

S

FESTFFEESSTT

17
october
2pm - 9pm

Featuring Orthodox-owned businesses, 
traditional food, live music, and the hospi-
tality of our diverse Orthodox communities

$ 2 0  e N T R A N C E

A Pan-Orthodox Harvest Celebration
A FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND ORTHODOX BEER, WINE & SPIRITS EXPERIENCE

3062 W Palmer Square, Chicago, IL 60647
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@OCPalestine

REGISTER
CLICK OR SCAN 
QR CODE BELOW

NOT IN 
CHRIST’S 

NAME

Join us! 
S AT UR DAY,  NOV E MBE R 14, 2 0 26

www.OrthodoxChristiansForPalestine.infolinktr.ee/OrthodoxChristiansPalestine

Orthodox Christians from every jurisdiction, along with those who  
share concern for justice and peace, are invited to gather for a  

one-day summit on Palestine.
As the suffering, ongoing persecution, and displacement of our brothers  
and sisters in the Holy Land persists, we believe our Orthodox community  

and all people of conscience are called to respond. This summit brings  
our communities together to learn how we can put our faith into action. 

Inaction is not an option. 

At the Summit, we will:
v Learn about the realities facing Palestinians and the intensifying persecution of the 
indigenous population v Hear from people with direct knowledge and experience of the 
situation  v Connect with Orthodox Christians and friends from other faith traditions who 
are committed to justice and peace  v Equip ourselves to advocate on Capitol Hill and  
in our parishes, communities, and wider networks v Leave with practical ways to act  

in support of our brothers and sisters in Palestine     

AN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN SUMMIT FOR PALE STINE
KE YNOTE SPE AKER: JOHN KIRIAKOU

IN PERSON: 9:00 AM – 5:30 PM, EST
Ss. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church, 10620 River Rd, Potomac, MD 

Join us for vespers following the summit

ALL ARE WELCOME 
including those new to the 
Orthodox faith and part  
of other faith traditions. 

9:15–9:30 AM  WELCOME ADDRESS
Mother Agapia 

9:30–10:30 AM  PANEL 1 
What the Tour Bus Won't Show 
You: Voices from the Ground

10:30–11:30 AM  PANEL 2 
The Status of the Holy Land:  
The Places, the Pious, and  
the Pilgrims
11:30 AM–12:30 PM  PANEL 3 
Whose Voice Is Speaking for 
Christians? Christian Zionism  
and the Orthodox Response
12:30–2:00 PM  LUNCH/KEYNOTE  
John Kiriakou

2:00–3:00 PM  PANEL 4 
The Nuts and Bolts of  
Advocating on the Hill
3:00–4:00 PM  PANEL 5
Mobilizing the Next Generation
4:00–5:00 PM  PANEL 6 
Organizing & Activating Your 
Communities and Parishes
5:00–5:30 PM  CLOSING REMARKS 

5:30 PM  VESPERS & CHANTERS

JOHN KIRIAKOU

PROGR AM

MOTHER AGAPIA

ABP. CHRIS TOPHOROS

FR. BA SHAR FAWADLEH

FR. PAUL ABERNATHY

JONATHAN JACK SON

HONE Y THAL JIEH

JA SON JONE S

AMB. PATRICK THEROS

AMB.MANUEL HA S SA S SIAN

https://peterpaulpotomac.elexiochms.com/external/form/de0b6116-b72d-4950-8370-1f79d675970d
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FALL
PR   

COFFEE & REFRESHMENTS

In his great mission to preach God’s will to the nations, the Apostle Paul
wrote this letter to the Corinthians calling them to remain faithful to God’s

teachings. Although the Isrealites failed to follow His commandments,
God’s will remains eternal. All nations are called to live according to His

will rather than their own human desires. 

BIBLE STUDY

EVENING PRAYERS

7313 N. Waukegan Road, Niles, IL 60714
stkchurch.org • info@stkchurch.org

GROUP ACTIVITY

SAINT KATHERINE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX MISSION

“Do everything in Love.”  1 Corinthians 16:14

October 29 • November 5 • November 12 • November 19 • December 3 • December 10

The next session of this season will be held on Thursday, October 29 at 6:30 pm
All are welcome!

GRAM
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Ministry

WEST 
CAMPUS

2026 FALL SESSION

Kingswood Academy
133 Plainfi eld Road, Darien, IL 60561

Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
“Do everything in love.” (I Corinthians 16:14)In his grand effort to preach to the nations (gentiles) about God’s will, the Apostle Paul writes this detailed letter to the Corinthians instructing them to adhere to God’s Old Testament law even though the Israelites did not follow the law. This law is valid forever and all the nations in the world are called to conduct themselves according to God’s will and not by human nature.

• • •

Wednesdays
Oct 7  Oct 14  Oct 21*  Oct 28*

Nov 4*  Nov 11

*Theme Days (optional)

*Oct 21 – Wear Fall Colors/Cozy Outfi ts

*Oct 28 – Dress up (Church appropriate) for a 
Halloween Costume Contest

*Nov 4 – Wear your favorite sports team gear

Program
6:30pm – 9:00pm

Coffee and 
Refreshments
Evening Prayers

Adults’ Lesson
Kids’ Club
Social Time and Games (in gymnasium)

• • •

ALL ARE WELCOME!ALL ARE WELCOME!

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL
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“As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.”

– Joshua 4:15

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
1220 S 60th Court • Cicero, Illinois 60804 • 708.656.2927 • www.StGeorgeChi.org • Office@StGeorgeChi.org

2026 
MEMBERSHIP 

DRIVE

DO YOU BELONG?
• Belonging is more than attending.
• Belonging is committing.
• Belonging is living the Orthodox Faith together.

AT SAINT GEORGE CHURCH,
we are called to be one Body in Christ — united 

in worship, stewardship, service, and love.

• If this is your spiritual home…
• If you are nourished here…
• If you want your children rooted in the 

Orthodox Faith…

YOU DO BELONG!

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BELONG?
Through Orthodox Baptism and Chrismation, we are 
joined to Christ and His Holy Church. Membership is 
how we actively live that calling.

TO BELONG MEANS:
• Worshiping faithfully
• Participating in the Sacramental life
• Supporting the Church through stewardship
• Offering your time and talents
• Strengthening one another as one Body
• Building a legacy for the next generation

Membership is not simply administrative 
— it is spiritual.

IT IS OUR CHURCH!

The Church is not “someone else’s 
responsibility.”

Spiritual and Liturgical

Pastoral

Administrative Organizational

Outreach

Worship

Witness

Service

Fellowship

Communication

Decent Order

Education

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership
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WHAT DOES MY MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT?
Your stewardship sustains the life and mission of the Church. 
Membership contributions help provide:

CHURCH OPERATIONS

• Utilities and insurance
• Building maintenance and repairs
• Administrative and office support
• Diocesan obligations

WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTAL LIFE

• Liturgical supplies

• Beautification of services

• Feast-day celebrations

OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY CARE

• Assistance to families in need

• Community support initiatives

• Charitable ministries

FAITH FORMATION

• Sunday School and youth programs

• Adult education

• Ministries for children and families

YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES MINISTRY POSSIBLE.

Clergy 
Compensations/Benefits

35%

Staff 
Compensations/Benefits

18%

Archdiocese 
Dues
10%

Maintenance/Capital 
Improvements

7%

Janitorial 
Services/Supplies

6%

Utilities
6%

Insurance
4%

Office Expenses
3%

Taxes
2%

Other Expenses (Other 
Clergy, Bishop Visits, 
Candles, Gifts, Ads, 

Conventions, Deanery, 
Pastoral Outreach)

6%

Pastoral Outreach
1%

Misc Expenses (Merchant 
Fees, Linens, Other)

1%
Information Technology

1%

Expenses 2026 - Total $750,918

Membership
52%

Sacraments
3%

General Donations
4%

Fundraising Income (Golf 
Classic, Legacy Ball)

27%

Other Income 
(Candles, Interest, 
Rental, LLC, Plots)

14%

Revenue 2026 - Total $723,962

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership
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SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
1220 S 60th Court • Cicero, Illinois 60804 • 708.656.2927 • www.StGeorgeChi.org • Office@StGeorgeChi.org

HOW CAN I BELONG?
We invite every household to:

1. Complete an Annual Membership
Form.

2. Make a Stewardship Pledge.
3. Participate faithfully in worship.
4. Offer your gifts in service.

WAYS TO GIVE…
• Annual Stewardship Commitment
• Monthly Recurring Giving
• Special Feast-Day Offerings
• Memorial Donations
• Legacy and Endowment Gifts
• Building and Maintenance 

Support
Giving is not a fee. It is an offering 
of gratitude to God.

BELONG. COMMIT. BUILD.
When you belong, you strengthen the Orthodox 
Faith, support the work of the Church, and help 
carry forward the legacy entrusted to us.

WAYS 
TO 

GIVE!
SCAN ME

ONLINE
www.StGeorgeChi.org

MAIL
to Church address

CALL
708.656.2927, x0

CONSIDER INCLUDING 
SGC IN YOUR WILL

IN GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S BLESSINGS, I/WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING 2026 MEMBERSHIP COMMITMENT:

STEWARD OPTIONS ANNUALLY MONTHLY WEEKLY DAILY

 Seraphim Steward $25,000+ $2000+ $500+ $68+

 Cherubim Steward $18,000+ $1500+ $345+ $49+

 Thrones Steward $15,000+ $1250+ $285+ $41+

 Powers Steward $12,000+ $1000+ $230+ $32+

 Dominions Steward $9,000+ $750+ $172+ $24+

 Authorities Steward $6,000+ $500+ $115+ $16+

 Preserver Steward $4,800+ $400+ $92+ $13+

 Guardian Steward $3,600+ $300+ $68+ $9+

 Protector Steward $2,400+ $200+ $46+ $6+

 Archangel Steward $1,800+ $150+ $35+ $5+

 Angel Steward $1200+ $100+ $23+ $3+

*To be a VOTING MEMBER, a member must be an Orthodox Christian in good standing Spiritually and Financially (minimum giving of $1200/year).

REGISTER TO BE A MEMBER/STEWARD!REGISTER TO BE A MEMBER/STEWARD!
Consider prayerfully and sincerely your 2026 Membership Commitment Today!

DO YOU BELONG?
Join us in building a firm foundation 
for today — and for generations to 
come.

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership
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http://www.stgeorgechi.org/youth-choir

