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The Weekly Bulletin is an official publication of

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church in Cicero, lllinois.
A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America.
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The Most Reverend Metropolitan SABA, Primate
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

The Right Reverend Archimandrite Jeremy Davis, Archiepiscopal Vicar
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest

The Very Reverend Father Fouad Saba, Pastor

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26

BROTHERHOOD OF THE NOBLE JOSEPH:
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, rastor

V. Rev. Fr. Gabriel Coronel, ASSISTANT PRIEST
Dn. George Nassief

Dn. John Zayed

Dn. Moses Bynum

Sdn. Mazen Khalifeh

Sdn. Raymond Antypas

Sdn. Youssef Selim

Sdn. Mazen Rihani

Protopsaltis Jameel Haddad, cHANTER
Chadi Karam, CHANTER / BYZANTINE CHOIR DIRECTOR
Matthew Ablan, CHANTER

Faraj Shahrstan, cHANTER

Trevor Lenhart, cHoir DIRECTOR

Ryan McMahon, HEAD USHER

All Choir Members, Ushers, & Acolytes

CHURCH OFFICE:

Veronica Egan, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Samar Rihani, ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY
Holly Golji¢, GrAPHIC DESIGNER

1220 South 60" Court

Cicero, Illinois 60804

PHONE: (708) 656-2927

FAX: (708) 656-1166

EmMalL:  Office@StGeorgeChi.org
WEBSITE: www.StGeorgeChi.org

2026 PARISH COUNCIL:

V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, PresiDING OFFICER
Karen Nawas, cHAIRLADY

Eddy Shaheen, vice-cHAIRMAN

Victor Imreibe, SECRETARY

Amir Rihani, TREASURER

George Conopeotis, FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Elias Akkari, MEMBER

Fares Bannourah, MemBeR

Sandra Barbari, MEMBER

Maher Eseed, MEMBER

Jeries Kahoush, MEMBER

Michael Moukheiber, MEMBER

Suhail Qumri, MEMBER

Mina Rantisi, MEMBER

Joseph Rihani, MEMBER

Alexandra Zanayed, MEMBER

EX=-OFFICIO MEMBERS:

Christina Araj, ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN

Hanna Saba, YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP (YAF)

Juliana Nawas, TEEN sovo

Darlene N. Haddad, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE

Eli Haig, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE

Mansour Rayan, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE /
HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER

EX=OFFICIO NON-VOTING MEMBERS:

V. Rev. Fr. Gabriel Coronel, cLErRGY

Dn. George Nassief, cLERGY

Dn. John Zayed, cLERGY

Dn. Moses Bynum, cLerGY

Lillian Rihani, sunpay scHooL

Dena H. Fasheh, THE ORDER OF SAINT IGNATIUS
Jeries Kahoush, ANTIOCHIAN MEN (A-MEN)

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 8:30°™-5:00°P™
Saturday: By Appointment
Sunday: Closed

WEEKLY SERVICES SCHEDULE:
Saturdays: Great Vespers as announced

Sundays: 9:00°™ Orthros (Matins), 10:15°™ Great Doxology,

10:20°™ Divine Liturgy
Confession: By Appointment

Welcome to Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church!

This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church. The Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Church belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition, which express the continued
commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Receiving Holy Communion
in this Church is to adhere and commit to the One True Church, the Orthodox Church.

Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your name(s) to the Ushers and introduce yourself to Father
Saba at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.

Welcome! Ahlan wa Sahlan! !¢ 9 Saj



THE GREAT DOXOLOGY

Glory to Thee, Who hast shown forth the light.
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will among men.

We hymn Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy
great glory.

O Lord King, heavenly God, Father almighty; O
Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and O
Holy Spirit.

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on
us, thou that takest away the sins of the world.
Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right | &
hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.

For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord,
O Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise Thy
name forever, yea forever and ever.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without
sin.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers,
and praised and glorified is Thy name forever.
Amen.

Let Thy mercy be upon us, O Lord, even as we
have set our hope on thee.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes.
(thrice)

Lord, thou hast been our refuge from generation
to generation. I said: Lord, be merciful unto me;
heal my soul, for I have sinned against Thee.

Lord, I have fled unto Thee; teach me to do Thy
will, for Thou art my God.

For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light
shall we see light.

O continue Thy mercy unto them that know Thee.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have
mercy on us. (thrice)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit.

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have
mercy on us.
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TODAY’S LITURGY INSERTS

FIRST ANTIPHON

O God, my God, attend to me; why hast Thou
forsaken me? Far from my salvation are the words
of my transgressions.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

My God, I will cry by day, and wilt Thou not
hearken? And by night, and it shall not be unto
folly for me. But as for Thee, Thou dwellest in the
sanctuary, O Praise of Israel.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
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SECOND ANTIPHON

O God, why hast Thou cast us off unto the end?
Remember Thy congregation which Thou hast
purchased from the beginning.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast
crucified in the flesh; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

This is Mount Zion wherein Thou hast dwelt.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast
crucified in the flesh; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

God is our King before the ages. He hath wrought
salvation in the midst of the earth.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast
crucified in the flesh; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

O, only begotten Son and Word of God...
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THIRD ANTIPHON

The Lord reigneth, let the people rage; He sitteth
upon the cherubim, let the earth be shaken. The
Lord is great in Zion; and He is high above all
peoples. Let them confess Thy great Name, for it
is terrible and holy.
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TROPARION OF THE HOLY CROSS (TONE 1)

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine
inheritance, granting to Thy people victory over
all their enemies, and by the power of Thy Cross
preserving Thy commonwealth.
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ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE GOSPEL BOOK

Come, letus worship, and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the
dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
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RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 7)

Thou didst abolish death by Thy Cross; Thou didst
open Paradise to the thief; Thou didst transform
the myrrh-bearers’ lamentation, and didst bid |~
Thine Apostles to preach that Thou art risen, O
Christ God, granting great mercy to the world.
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TROPARION OF THE HOLY CROSS (TONE 1)

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine
inheritance, granting to Thy people victory over
all their enemies, and by the power of Thy Cross
preserving Thy commonwealth.
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TROPARION OF SAINT GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR (TONE 4)

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of
captives, a help and support of the poor and
needy, a healing physician of the sick, a contender
and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the
victory clad George; intercede with Christ God

for the salvation of our souls.
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KONTAKION OF THE HOLY CROSS (TONE 4)

Do Thou, Who of Thine own good will was lifted
up upon the Cross, O Christ our God, bestow Thy
bounties upon the new Nation which is called
by Thy Name; make glad in Thy might those who
lawfully govern, that with them we may be led to
victory over our adversaries, having in Thine aid
a weapon of peace and a trophy invincible.
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KONTAKION FOR THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON (TONE 8)
Only at Saint George Church in Cicero

To thee the champion leader, * I thy city offer
thanks of victory. * O Theotokos, thou who hast
delivered me from terror. * But as thou hast that
power which is invincible, * From all dangers set
me free and deliver me. That I may cry unto thee:
* Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.
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EPISTLE READERS

English Arabic
Lorena Saba Today Mariana Saba
Tamara Issam Maatouk Sep 27 Sally Isber

THE SYNAXARION

On September 20th in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate holy Great-martyr
Eustathios, Theopiste his wife, and their two sons Agapios and Theopistos.

A bronze bull burned up Eustathios’ whole household;
And the whole household Thou, O Word of God, savest.
On the twentieth Eustathios with family was burned in a bull.

Eustathios, before his baptism, was an illustrious Roman general named Placidas in the second
century. While hunting in the country one day, he was converted to the Faith of Christ through the
apparition of an uncommonly majestic stag, between whose antlers he saw the Cross of Christ,
and through which the Lord spoke to him with a human voice. Upon returning home, he learned
that his wife Tatiana had also had a similar vision. They sought out the Christian Bishop and were
baptized, Placidas receiving the name Eustathios, and Tatiana the name Theopiste; their two sons
were baptized Agapios and Theopistos. The family was then subjected to such trials as Job endured.
When the family refused to sacrifice to the idols—a public sacrifice from which no Roman general
could be absent—the Emperor Hadrian had them put into a large bronze device in the shape of a
bull, which was heated with fire until they died. When their holy bodies were removed, they were
found to be without harm. The martyrs suffered in the year 126.

On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable-martyr Hilarion of St. Anne Skete on Athos.
By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen.
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EPISTLE

The Lord will give strength to His people.

Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God,

ascribe to the Lord glory and honor.

The Reading from the Epistle of

Saint Paul to the Galatians (2:16-20)

Brethren, knowing that a person is not

justified by the works of the Law, but through

faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in

Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by faith

in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; for by

the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.

But if, while we sought to be justified in Christ,

we ourselves also were found sinners, is Christ

then a minister of sin? God forbid! For if I build

up again those things which I destroyed, I prove

myself a transgressor. For I through the law died

to the law, that I might live to God. I have been

crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not

I, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now

live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of

God, who loved me, and gave Himself up for me.
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GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel

according to Saint Mark (8:34-9:1)

The Lord said, “If any man would come after

Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross

and follow Me. For whoever would save his life

will lose it; and whoever loses his life for My sake

For what does it

and the Gospel’s will save it.

profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit

his soul? For what can a man give in return for his

soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and of My

words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of

him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when

He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy

angels.” And He said to them, “Truly, I say to you,

there are some standing here who will not taste

death before they see the Kingdom of God come

with power.”
8
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Holy Bread Offered By:

Today — Sana Alsweis and
Basil Alsweis and their

Coffee Hour Sponsors:
Today — Sana Alsweis and
Basil Alsweis and their =

Families Families
— The Karam Family and Elias Sep 27 — Odeh and Raja Igal and Family
Ajami and Family Oct 4 — Michael and Sandra
— Siham Saba and Family Barbari and Family =1 Ea
Sep 27 — Odeh and Raja Igal and Family Oct 11 - Fayrouz Haddad and | !
— Salwa Awwad and Family Family SCAN ME

Oct 4 — Michael and Sandra
Barbari and Family

COMMEMORATIONS

Sep 27 ¢ Commemoration for *JANETTE
IQAL, offered by Odeh and Raja
Igal and family.
e Commemoration for tISSA IQAL,
offered by Odeh and Raja Iqal and

Co@@eEAND

A |t family.
Mld? SPONSORS g e Commemoration for TTAWFIC
ep 27 - OPEN SCAN ME DABIT, offered by Odeh and Raja
Igal and family.
Oct 11 - OPEN e 4-Year Commemoration for

tMAJED Z. AWWAD, offered by
Salwa Awwad and family.

CHURCHINGS

Sep 27 GEORGE, son of Phillip and Marina MEMORIALS

Musa.

Today < 40-Day Memorial Service for
tJANET KARAM, offered by
Chadi Karam and Sam Karam and
their families and Elias Ajami and
family.
e 6-Month Memorial Service for

Oct4 GEORGE ALEXANDER, son of Murhaf
and Lana Kuaidi.

BAPTISMS

Today (S:}Iiﬁ]:falﬁ son of Hanna and Marlene YHANNA FARAH SABA, offered
- by Siham Saba and family.
Oct 4 ISMAIL, son of Andres and Reem e 1-Year Memorial Service for
Tiburcio. +FADWA ALSWEIS, offered by
Sana Alsweis and Basil Alsweis
REMOVAL OF CROWNS and their families.
e 10-Year Memorial Service for
Today ¢ Dr.JUSTINandDANIELLARayyan. +DN. BASSAM ALSWEIS, offered

* KHALID and STEIFANY Gebrael. by Sana Alsweis and Basil Alsweis
Sep 27 PATRICK and BRIANNA Fay. and their families.

©


https://www.stgeorgechi.org/coffee-hour/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/
http://www.stgeorgechi.org/yaf-coffee

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sun, Sep 20 + Pre-Communion Prayers 8:45 am
« Orthros (Matins) 9:00 am
+ Great Doxology 10:15 am
« Divine Liturgy 10:20 am
« Sunday School Classes (see pgs. 16-17) After Communion
« God’s Little Lights (see pg. 13) After Communion
« Coffee Hour After Liturgy
« Youth Choir Registration After Liturgy
Thu, Sep 24 Saint Katherine Mission Evening Program (see pg. 22) 6:00 pm
Sat, Sep 26 Annual Legacy Ball for 63rd Anniversary (see pg. 28) 5:30 pm
Sun, Sep 27 -« Pre-Communion Prayers 8:45 am
« Orthros (Matins) 9:00 am
« Great Doxology 10:15 am
+ Divine Liturgy 10:20 am
« Sunday School Classes (see pgs. 16-17) After Communion
« God’s Little Lights (see pg. 13) After Communion
« Coffee Hour After Liturgy
« Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship (see pg. 19) After Liturgy
+ Byzantine Choir Introductory Meeting 12:30 pm
Thu, Oct1  Saint Katherine Mission Evening Program (see pg. 22) 6:00 pm
Sat, Oct 3 « 20th Annual IOCC Walk the Walk (see pg. 21) 9:00 am
« Great Vespers Service 5:00 pm
Sun, Oct 4 « Pre-Communion Prayers 8:45 am
« Orthros (Matins) 9:00 am
+ Great Doxology 10:15 am
« Divine Liturgy 10:20 am
« Sunday School Classes (see pgs. 16-17) After Communion
« God’s Little Lights (see pg. 13) After Communion
« Coffee Hour After Liturgy
« Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Antiochian Village Pilgrimage 12:30 pm
Orientation
Mon, Oct5 « Teen SOYO Officers’ Meeting 7:00 pm
« Sunday School Teachers’ Zoom Training Session 8:00 pm
Wed, Oct7 West Campus Ministry (see pg. 23) 6:30 pm
Thu-Sat, Antiochan Men (A-MEN) Pilgrimage to Antiochian Village
Oct 8-10

Are you offering HOLY BREAD and

need NAMES REMEMBERED in the Liturgy?

Sign-Up online with the names by TUESDAY of that week
www.StGeorgeChi.org/holy-bread or scan QR-Code

SCAN ME



https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/
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https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/

REFLECTION

“Obedience is necessary, not only for monks, but for all
people: Even the Lord was obedient: The proud do not ||
allow grace to live in them, and therefore they never
have spiritual peace: In the obedient soul the grace of

the Holy Spirit enters easily and gives joy and peace:
Whoever bears even a little grace in himself joyfully
submits to all direction- He knows that God directs

everything and therefore he is always at peace-”

— Saint Silouan the Athonite
+1994

email the Church Office by
~  Thursday of that week at:

~ Office@StGeorgeChi.org
— ating “Health of” or “Memory
L B & of” and the names in each
R | category, as well as the name of
S | the person offering prayers.

i OR

...complete a Prayer Request
£ Card that is in the back of the
& Church and give it to an Usher
‘)yj 10:15am (if a Sunday).

To request prayers be said
during Liturgy for the hea"lgv
of loved ones or in memory
of the dearly departed...
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God's Lv’r’rle Lightst

a Pastoral Ministry for 3- and 4-year-olds of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church | Cicero, IL

B %
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L7 READY, SET, SHINE!

What is God’s Little Lights?
God’s Little Lights is a special ministry for our 3-year-old and 4-year-old children to

grow in the love of Christ. Together, we will help share the love and the light of the Gospel, _ﬁ’

to make our children “little lights” in their families, their Church, and their everyday lives.
When and Where

Sundays - right after Holy Communion
*  Location - Cry Room
»  Time - Short lessons, generally lasting 15-20 minutes

Schedule - Follows the Sunday School calendarand curriculum
Must attend with adult

What Will Children Learn?
Our time together is flexible and fun, focusing on:
»  Simple prayers and Church practices

= Bible stories i
%V- Celebrating feast days and holy seasons Why Join? w
. Special Church celebrations God’s Little Lights is a wonderful way to:
W g’ »  Builda strong foundation for Sunday School
1Y) \ »  Strengthen the faith life of families

Help children feel at home in the Church /

. ; ace = \é b~ fan

‘ALL FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN ARE WELCOME'

‘ : _Let's help our little ones grow together in Christ’s light.
\ 2a Y r 1 - 1 A
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The Cross in Our Life — (2) The Cross of Relationships
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Atheistic existentialism says, “Hell is other people,” whereas Christian existentialism says, “Paradise is other people.” Saint Silouan the Athonite
used to say, “Our brother is our life.” In Christ, the other—who, according to the Gospel, is our “neighbor”—is no longer an outsider. Every
stranger becomes your neighbor when you treat him as the Good Samaritan treated the wounded man (Luke 10). Thus, if you strive to approach
every human being with love and compassion, you will see that all are your neighbors. Yet it is important to understand that whenever you feel
responsible for others, whether individually or collectively, you continually bear the cross of that responsibility.

There is a heavy cross here, specifically in our relationships with others, beginning with the members of our own family and extending even to our
enemies. This cross arises from our desire to protect those we love, to help them, and to stand beside them in their trials and distresses, even when
they may not want our help, may be unwilling to follow our advice, or may misunderstand us. At times, they may even oppose us in proportion
to our love for them, because they demand an expression of our love that differs from ours, and that may contradict our principles and morals.

In this world, we cannot but bear responsibility for whatever may threaten the lives of those entrusted to our care and love; first, those closest to
us, and then everyone with whom we come into contact in one way or another.

In sharing their burden, our own cross grows heavier, just as theirs grows heavier. Sharing responsibility for their lives becomes a source of great
anxiety and pressure. Can you simply cease caring about your children, your spouse, your parents, or your siblings? You may see them walking
along a path that leads to destruction—materially or spiritually, emotionally or relationally—and your love instinctively compels you to stand
beside them, strengthen and support them, and share in their pain and suffering.

Your sorrow may be magnified by being so close to them, especially since they might reject your offerings or misinterpret your actions for selfish
reasons, although you had different intentions. You grieve for them and bear their burdens to the extent that you know the terrible end they will
reach.

It is in this sense that Saint Silouan said, “The greater the love, the greater the suffering.” You cannot simply turn your eyes away from someone
you love. At times, you may try to put him out of your mind, but the moment you hear that something bad has happened to him, your suppressed
love erupts in anguish. This is a cross that leads you toward openness and selflessness, raising you to become like your Lord in His tender
compassion. As the sufferings of your love increase, your heart becomes more tender, more open, and more elevated.

There is a second meaning to the cross of relationships, which we encounter in the many people who behave with open hostility toward us, even
when we have done them no wrong. This is a cross we may be required to carry until death. Why do some people feel hostility toward someone
who has neither harmed nor offended them? In reality, human beings are pulled by many different impulses of which they are often unaware.
They allow these impulses to drive them and consequently deal with others solely according to their feelings—yet feelings are deceptive and
changeable. A person’s psychological state often plays a decisive role in shaping his relationships with others.

Some people may oppose you because your uprightness exposes their crookedness, even if you have never behaved offensively toward them.
Your very presence disturbs them and says to them, “You are wrong.” They do not want to listen to their conscience, of which you remind them
even when you remain silent and keep your distance. Your steadfastness in your convictions brings their evil schemes into the light and exposes
their wrongful intentions.

How heavy, too, is the cross of those who do not understand you, who misunderstand you, or who judge you according to assumptions and
interpretations that have never even crossed your mind. This cross becomes even heavier when your intentions are the exact opposite of what they
read into your conduct. Moreover, they refuse to accept any explanation or clarification from you. You seek their material and physical well-being
and strive to help them grow spiritually and humanly, yet they perceive the very opposite.

In such a situation, bear their failure to understand your good intentions as a cross—one that urges you to examine yourself carefully, so that you
may discover any weakness, error, or impropriety in your conduct. Leave room within yourself for the possibility that you bear some responsibility
for their failure to understand you, even when you are certain that they have treated you unjustly. Your tone of voice, the look in your eyes, the
movement of your hands—all or some of these may have provoked them in a way you neither intended nor desired. Once, during a conversation,
an atheist struck Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk across the face. The saint bowed down before him and apologized for having provoked him!

In addition, always carry such people in your prayers. Do not allow your memory to dwell continually on the details of what happened, and do
not speak about them excessively. Ask the Lord to have mercy on them. Remember them by name in your daily prayers. You will discover that,
despite their hostility, they remain close to you and dwell within your heart—at least as far as you are concerned.

Every effort we make to spread goodness, uprightness, and a culture of love and forgiveness is accompanied by a cross that we must bear. If we
avoid this cross, however, we are in fact renouncing the struggle and spiritual labor required to do what is good and to serve love. Consequently,
we lose its blessing and the grace that God pours out upon us through it.

To avoid the cross is to refuse to carry it, thereby depriving yourself of the discovery of the depth and greatness of the powers and capacities
hidden within you. You forget that you were created in the image of God, and that the traces of the divine image lie dormant within you, awaiting
your cooperation so that they may be brought forth. God allows the cross to become the instrument by which they are revealed.

Every transformation of the self entails a certain inner rupture, which we experience as a cross. Every advancement requires abandoning that to
which we are accustomed or comfortable. The cross is necessary because it refines you, so that you may become a clear mirror reflecting your
true, new humanity—the human person fashioned according to the likeness of his Creator.

Saint John Climacus says, in essence: Rejoice when there is among your brethren someone who is harsh and rough, for he brings forth the sleeping
serpents hidden within you—anger, pride, vainglory, impatience, lack of endurance, weakness of love, and inability to forgive. Elsewhere, he says
that the edges of stones are sharp and cutting at the river’s source, but on their journey toward its mouth, they are gradually broken down as they
strike one another under the force of the rushing water. With time, they are polished until, at the river’s end, they become smooth and beautiful
pebbles.

Rejoice in your cross, and carry it with courage and patience, that you may taste beauties you never imagined.
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September 20, 2026 — Lesson 1

A Newsletter of Saint George Church Sunday School

Pentecost and the
Beginning of the Church

The day of Pentecost came fifty days after the
resurrection of Jesus. As the Apostles were all gathered in one place praying, a
marvelous event occurred. There was a sound like the sound of a strong wind
roaring through the place and then what appeared to be tongues of fire fell
from heaven and rested on each of the Apostles. Can you imagine ordinary
men, fishermen, and laborers, suddenly being able to speak in all the languages
of the world and to be understood? That is what happened on Pentecost. In
fact, this was so unusual that the whole city soon knew about it and the people
flocked to hear them. The Holy Spirit speaks a universal language. The Apostles
receiving the Holy Spirit and then being able to go out and speak in different
languages, means that the Word can reach everyone and is for everyone, man
cannot get in the way. Pentecost was the beginning of the Church and its public
ministry. It is up to each of us to continue this tradition through all of our work
in the Church life.

* Lesson 1 summary reflects last weele’s lesson from Sunday, September 13, 2026.

Did You Know?
Just like the Apostles, we are all called to continue growing the Church and spreading
the Word. We see this with every Churching, Baptism, Chrismation, and Wedding. This is

also seen with the several missions that are established throughout the world.
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https://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student/

Uelone o Surdy Sched{

Save the Date o)
Sun|Sep 20 Sunday School Classes / God'’s Little Lights
Sun|Sep 20 Youth Choir Registration Begins REGISTER
Sun|Sep27 Sunday School Classes / God'’s Little Lights Topay

Sun|Sep 27 Sunday School Officers’ Meeting
Sun|Oct4 Sunday School Classes / God’s Little Lights

Sun|Oct5 Staff Zoom Training Session
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SAVE THE DATE

Thu-Sat, A-MEN Pilgrimage to Antiochian Village in
OCT 8-10/2026: Pennsylvania

sat, DEC 12/2026: A-MEN Advent Spiritual Retreat

sat, JAN 9/2026: A-MEN Annual Shawerma Night

LL Gentlemen 18+ Invited




SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL
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September

September is YAF Month!

Saturday - 12
Annual Feast of the Cross
Bonfire

Sunday - 13
JiaNe Col%ee Hour

Saturday - 26
Annual Legacy Ball
63 Anniversary

Sunday - 27
YAF Coﬁ};e Hour

SAVE THE

J
Rl

m AR

October

Sunday - 11
YAF Coﬁee Hour

Thursday-Saturday - 15-17
YAF Pilgrimage to Antiochian
Village

-

Sunday - 25
YAF Coffee Hour

AT

S

T
N

INVITING ALL YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, YOUNG MARRIED COUPLES, AND COLLEGE STUDENTS (AGES 18+)
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ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN
—> PRESENT <—
—(<O$CHK ) —

ANNUAL

24 ‘ SATURDAY

NOVEMBER 14, 2026

SAINT GEORGE A
() I ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURGH ~ “¢
CICERO, IL v sl

—— R
More details to follow.

We look forward to celebrating

together in gratitude!

'-ﬁ...,
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20TH ANNUAL

Walk the Walk for IOCC

Saturday, October 3, 2026

Join us for our 5K Walk/Run and make a difference
for those in need around the world!

St. Andrew’s Greek Orthodox Church
5649 N. Sheridan Rd. ¢ Chicago, IL 60660

Registration 8:00 a.m. * Walk/Run Begins 9:00 a.m. ¢ Breakfast following the race
$25—Registration by 9/18 | $35— Registration after 9/18 | $10—Children under 12

Sponsorship levels: Titanium $2,500 | Platinum $1,000 | Gold $500 | Silver $250

To guarantee a t-shirt, register by 9/18/2026 Of--x0

|
Register or sponsor online at [=]!

iocc.org/chicago "USCANME
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http://iocc.org/chicago

Saint Kathenne Mission

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

A new season of faith and fellowship

Fall Program Schedule
All Sessions Begin at 6:30 PM

Thursday, September 24
Thursday, October 1
Thursday, October 29
Thursday, November 5
Thursday, November 12
Thursday, November 19
Thursday, December 3
Thursday, December 10

Saint Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians

“Do everything in love.”— 1 Corinthians 16:14

In his great mission to preach God's will to the nations, the Apostle Paul wrote
this detailed letter to the Corinthians, calling them to remain faithful to God’s
teachings. Although the Israelites often failed to follow His commandments, God's
will remains eternal. All nations are called to live according to His will rather
than their own human desires. j

Coffee & Refreshments * Evening Prayers
Bible Study ¢ Group Activity

7313 N. Waukegan Rd, Niles, IL 60714
Stkchurch.org - Info@stkchurch.org
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

AMPUS &=

<4

i Evening Prayers

@ Adults’ Less,
Ne,
Ids’
2026 FALL SESSION A Kids’ Club
ifi’i >ocial Time and
Kingswood Academy ames (in 8Ymnasium)
133 Plainfield Road, Darien, IL 60561

Saint Paul's First Letter u/

to the Corinthians

“Do ‘ Oct7 + Oct14 + Oct 21* + Oct 28*
everything in love.

(] Corinthians 16:14) NOV 4* + NOV 11

In his grangd
effort to
the nations Preach to

(gent“es) about o O o

» the Apostie pyy
7- henee Dag& (optional)
*0et®el’. = * Wear Fall Colors/Cozy Qutfits

*0ct28 - @ Dress up (Church appropriate) for a
Halloween Costume Contest

*Novd - & Wear your favorite sports team gear

ALL ARE WELCOME!
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. we will sewe tie cha/m’ .
2026 e | —Joshua 4:15
MEMBERSHIP :
DRIVE

%

-

DO YOU BELONG?

Belonging is more than attending.

Belonging is committing.
Belonging is living the Orthodox Faith together.

AT SAINT GEORGE CHURCH,
we are calledto be one Body in Christ — united

in worship, stewardship, service, and love.

- If this is your spiritual home...
- If you are nourished here...

- If you want your children rooted in the

Orthodox Faith...
YOU DO BELONG!

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

1220 S 60th Court ¢ Cicero, Illinois 60804 ¢ 708.656.2927 « www.StGeorgeChi.org ¢ Office@StGeorgeChi.org



http://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BELONG?

Through Orthodox Baptism and Chrismation, we are
joined to Christ and His Holy Church. Membership is
how we actively live that calling.

TO BELONG MEANS:

Worshiping faithfully

Participating in the Sacramental life
Supporting the Church through stewardship
Offering your time and talents
Strengthening one another as one Body
Building a legacy for the next generation

Membership is not simply administrative
— it is spiritual.

The Church is not “someone else's
responsibility.”

IT IS OUR CHURCH!

25
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WHAT DOES MY MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT?

Your stewardship sustains the life and mission of the Church.

Membership contributions help

provide:

WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTAL LIFE

- Liturgical supplies
- Beautification of services

- Feast-day celebrations

;_____'.

FAITH FORMATION

R

CHURCH OPERATIONS

- Utilities and insurance

- Building maintenance and repairs
- Administrative and office support
Diocesan obligations

I £

- Sunday School and youth programs

- Adult education

- Ministries for children and families

OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY CARE

Assistance to families in need

Community support initiatives

Charitable ministries

YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES MINISTRY POSSIBLE.

Revenue 2026 - Total $723,962

Other Income
(Candles, Interest,
Rental, LLC, Plots)

14%

Membership

Fundraising Income (Golf
52%

Classic, Legacy Ball)
27%

General Donations

4%
Sacraments/
3%

26

Other Expenses (Other .
Clergy, Eishop\fisns, Expenses 2026 - Total $750,918  Misc Expenses (Merchant

. Fees, Linens, Other)
Candles, Gifts, Ads, Pastoral Outreach 1%
Conventions, Deanery, 1% Information Technology
Pastoral Outreach) \ e 1%
Taxes

6%

2%
Office Expenses

0,
Insurance 3%

4%

Clergy
Compensations/Benefits
35%

Utilities
6%
Janitoria
Services/Supplies
6%

Staff
Compensations/Benefits
18%

‘ Archdiocese
Maintenance/Capital
Dues

Improvements 10%
7%


http://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership

HOW CAN | BELONG?

We invite every household to: WAYS TO GIVE...
1. Complete an Annual Membership Annual Stewardship Commitment
Form. Monthly Recurring Giving

2. Make a Stewardship Pledge. Special Feast-Day Offerings

3. Participate faithfully in worship. Memorial Donations

4. Offer your gifts in service. Legacy and Endowment Gifts
Building and Maintenance
Support

Giving is not a fee. It is an offering
of gratitude to God.

BELONG. COMMIT. BUILD.

When you belong, you strengthen the Orthodox

Faith, support the work of the Church, and help DO YOU BELONG?

carry forward the legacy entrusted to us. Join usin building a firm foundation

for today — and for generations to
come.

REGISTER TO BE A MEMBER/STEWARD!
Consider prayerfully and sincerely your 2026 Membership Commitment Today!

IN GRATITUDE FOR GOD'S BLESSINGS, I/WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING 2026 MEMBERSHIP COMMITMENT:

STEWARD OPTIONS ANNUALLY MONTHLY WEEKLY DAILY

] [ Seraphim Steward $25,000+ $2000+ $500+ $68+
] Cherubim Steward $18,000+ $1500+ $345+ $49+

E Thrones Steward $15,000+ $1250+ $285+

[] Powers Steward $12,000+ $1000+ $230+ $32+

[ e Y O

[] Authorities Steward $6,000+ $500+ $115+ $16+

[ e O Y

[] Guardian Steward $3,600+ $300+ $68+

0 o senas | sz o0 —

[] Archangel Steward $1,800+ $150+ $35+

] [ Angel Steward $1200+ $100+ $23+ $3+

*To be a VOTING MEMBER, a member must be an Orthodox Christian in good standing Spiritually and Financially (minimum giving of $1200/year).

=Y

ONLINE MAIL CALL CONSIDER INCLUDING
www.StGeorgeChi.org to Church address 708.656.2927, X0 SGCIN YOUR WILL



http://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership
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SRESERVE ©NLINE AT
WWW.STGEORGECHIL.ORG/LEGACY

RESERVATIONS DEADLINE SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026

NO TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR ON
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

ALL TRANSACTIONS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE

QUESTIONS: CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE
708.656.2927 OR LEGACY®W)STGEORGECHI.ORG



http://www.stgeorgechi.org/legacy

