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Welcome to Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church! 
This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church. The Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Church belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition, which express the continued 
commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  Receiving Holy Communion 
in this Church is to adhere and commit to the One True Church, the Orthodox Church.
Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your name(s) to the Ushers and introduce yourself to Father 
Saba at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.

Welcome! Ahlan wa Sahlan! ���� � ����!!أهْلا و سھلا

OFFICe HOurS:
Monday-Friday: 8:30am-5:00pm

Saturday: By Appointment

Sunday: Closed

WeeKLy SerVICeS SCHeduLe:
Saturdays: Great Vespers as announced
Sundays: 9:00am Orthros (Matins), 10:15am Great Doxology, 
 10:20am Divine Liturgy
Confession: By Appointment

brOtHerHOOd OF tHe nObLe JOSepH:
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, PASTOR

V. Rev. Fr. Gabriel Coronel, ASSISTANT PRIEST

Dn. George Nassief
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Dn. Moses Bynum
Sdn. Mazen Khalifeh
Sdn. Raymond Antypas
Sdn. Youssef Selim
Sdn. Mazen Rihani
Protopsaltis Jameel Haddad, CHANTER

Chadi Karam, CHANTER / BYZANTINE CHOIR DIRECTOR

Matthew Ablan, CHANTER

Faraj Shahrstan, CHANTER

Trevor Lenhart, CHOIR DIRECTOR

Ryan McMahon, HEAD USHER

All Choir Members, Ushers, & Acolytes

CHurCH OFFICe:
Veronica Egan, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

Samar Rihani, ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY

Holly Goljić, GRAPHIC DESIGNER

1220 South 60th Court
Cicero, Illinois  60804
PHONE: (708) 656-2927
FAX: (708) 656-1166
EMAIL: Office@StGeorgeChi.org
WEBSITE: www.StGeorgeChi.org

2026 parISH COunCIL:
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HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26
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Glory to Thee, Who hast shown forth the light. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will among men.
We hymn Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy 
great glory.
O Lord King, heavenly God, Father almighty; O 
Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and O 
Holy Spirit.
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on 
us, thou that takest away the sins of the world.
Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.
For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, 
O Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.
Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise Thy 
name forever, yea forever and ever.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without 
sin.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers, 
and praised and glorified is Thy name forever. 
Amen.
Let Thy mercy be upon us, O Lord, even as we 
have set our hope on thee.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes. 
(thrice) 
Lord, thou hast been our refuge from generation 
to generation. I said: Lord, be merciful unto me; 
heal my soul, for I have sinned against Thee.
Lord, I have fled unto Thee; teach me to do Thy 
will, for Thou art my God.
For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light 
shall we see light.
O continue Thy mercy unto them that know Thee.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us. (thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit.
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us.

THE GREAT DOXOLOGY
ْـدُُ للهِِ فــي الــعَلَاءِِ،  ِـرََ النــور، المََ�ج ْـدُُ ل�َـكََ يــا مُُظ�ه المََ�ج

ضِِ اـسََّللامُُ، وـفـي النـّـاسِِ المََسـرَّّة وعـلـى الأْرْ
ِـنْْ  ْـكُُرُُكََ م� ّـدُكََُ، نََ�ش جُُْدُُ ل�َـكََ نُمََُجِّّج ّ�بَِّحُُكََ نُبُــارِِكُُكََ، نَس� نُس�

دِِْك أـجـلِِ عظـيـمِِ جََلالِِ مََـج
بُُّّرَّ المََل�ــكُُ، الس�مَاويُُّ، الإلــهُُ، الآبُُ الضا�بِـطُُ  أيُّهُــا الــ
الــكُُلّّ. أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإ�بنُُْ الوََحيــدُُ، يا يَسَــوعُُ المََســيحُُ، 

وـيـا أيُّـُهـا اـرّّلوحُُ القُــدُسُ
لَََ اللهِِ يا ابــنََ الآبِِ، يــا رافِِعََ  أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإلــهُُ، يــا حََم�

يـا رافِِعََ خََطاـيـا العالَمَ ـْمْنـا، ـ حََْرْ خطيـئـةِِ العاـ�لـمِِ ا
الآبِِ  ييمــنِِ  عََــنْْ  الجال�ـِسُُ  أيُّهُــا  تَضَََرُُّعََنــا  ْلَْ  تَقَبـ�

ـْمْـنا حََْرْ وا
ــدَكَََ الــرََّبُُّ  دُُّوُسٌٌ، أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ ــدَكَََ �قـ َكََ أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ لأنـ�

ـدِِْ اللهِِ الآبِِ، آمــني يَـَـسوعُُ المََــيسحُُ، ــفي مََـجْ
دَِِ،  ــى الأ�ب ــمََكََ إل ــ�بِِّحُُ اسْْ ــارِِكُُكََ، وأُسََُ َـومٍٍ أُبُ ــي كُُ�لِِّ ي� ف

دَ دَِِ الأـب لـى أـب وإـ
فَظَََ في هذا اليَوَمِِ بِِغيِِر خََطةٍٍئي. ْلْنا يا رََبُُّ أنْْ نُْحْ أ�هِِّ

ــدٌٌ  ــبَّحٌٌَ ومُُمََجََّ ــا، وََمُُسََ ــهََ آبائِِن ــا رََبُُّ إل ْـتََ ي ــارََكٌٌ أن� مُُب
ني دِِب، آمـ لـى الأـ مُُْكََ إـ اسـْ

مََتُكََُ علَْيْنا، كََمِِثْلِِْ ا�تِِّكالِِنا عََكيل. لِِتَكَُُنْْ يا رََبُُّ رََْحْ
ني حُُقوقَكَ. )ثلاثاًً( مُُبارََكٌٌ أْنْتََ يا رََبُُّ عََ�لِِّْمْ

تُُْ  ْـتََ لنــا فــي يجــلٍٍ ويجــلٍٍ، أنــا ل�ق يــا رََبُُّ مََجْلْــأًً كُُن�
تُُْ  ــد خََطِِئ� ــي ق ْـفِِ نَفَســي لأنَّنَ ــي وا�ش ن حََْرْْمْ ــا رََبُُّ ا ي

إلـكي
ـلَََ رضــاكََ،  م�ْعْ نــي أنْْ أ يــا رََبُُّ إليــكََ لجــأتُُ فَعََ�لِِّْمْ

هـي وََُ إلـ نـتََ هـ َـكََ أـ لأـن
لأنََّ مِِنْْ قِِبَلَِِكََ عنََْيْ اليحاةِِ، وبِِنورِِكََ عناينُُ النور.

مََتَكَََ على الذين يرِِعفونَكَََ. فاسُُبْطْ رََْحْ
�قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ القــويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يمــوتُُ 

نــا. )ثلاثــاًً( ارحََْمْ
دُُ لِِلآبِِ والإنِِب والرّّوحِِ القُدُُسُِِ. المََْجْ

رِِْهْ الداهِِرينََ، آنيم. الآنََ وكُُلََّ أوانٍٍ وإلى دَ
نا. قُدُّوّسٌٌ الذي لا يَمَوتُُ ارحََْمْ

َـويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يَمَــوتُُ  �قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الق�
ـْمْنـا حََْرْ ا



4

TODAY’S LITURGY INSERTS

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE GOSPEL BOOK
كََْرْْعْ لِِْلْمََسحِيِ، مََلِِكِِنا وإلهِِنا. خََ�لِِّصْْنا يا  جُُْسْْدْ ونَ هََلُمُّّوا لِِنَ

انََْبْ الله، يا مََنْْ قامََ مِِنْْ بَيَْْنِِ الأموات، لِِنُرََُ�تِِّلََ لَكَََ. هََلِِلوييا
Come, let us worship, and fall down before Christ. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the 
dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

TROPARION OF FOREFEAST OF THE HOLY CROSS (TONE 2)
فْشْاعِِ صََيلبََ صََلاحِِكََ  تِِْ مُُ لَكَََ لِِلإسْ ، إنَّنَا نُقَُ�دِِّ أيُّهُا الرََّّبُّ
تَْسْحَِِ�قِِّني. فَخَََّ�لِّصِِ  نُُْحْ غََْيْرََ المُُ يْحْي، الذي وََهََتَْبْهَُُ لَنَا نَ المُُ
والِِدَةَِِ  لِِ  أَْجْ مِِنْْ  لَهَُُْمْ سََلامًًا،  المُُلوكََ ومََدينَتََكَََ، جاعِِلاًً 

دَْحْكَ. الإلَهَِِ، يا مُُحِِّبَّ البَشَََرِِ وََ

We offer thee in mediation the life-giving Cross 
which, of Thy goodness, Thou hast given unto 
us, the unworthy, O Lord. Save Thy hierarchs 
and Thy flock, and grant Thou peace through the 
Theotokos, O only Lover of mankind.

EPISTLE READERS
English Arabic

Lillian Rihani Today Amanda Imseih

Sh. Alice Zayed Sep 20 Mariana Saba

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 6)
امُُْلْوََقَّرَ،  قَرِِْبْكََ  على  ظََهََروا  المََلاكِِئيَّةَََ  القُوُّّاتِِ  إنََّ 
يَْرْمَََ وََقَفََْتْ عِِدَْنَْ القَرِِْبْ  والحُُرّّاسََ صاروا كالأموات، ومََ
تُجََُرََّْبْ  ولَْمْ  الجََمََيح  فَسَََبَْيْتََ  الطاهِِر،  جََسََدَكَََ  طالِِبَةًًَ 
اليحاة. فيا مََنْْ قامََ مِِنْْ  مِِهْنْا، وصادَْفْتََ البتولََ مانِاًحً 

دُُ لَكَ. نِِيب الأمواتِِ، يا ربُُّ المََْجْ

Angelic Powers were above Thy tomb, and they 
that guarded Thee became as dead. And Mary 
stood by the grave seeking Thine immaculate 
Body. Thou hast despoiled Hades and wast not 
tried thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and 
didst grant us life. O Thou Who didst arise from 
the dead, Lord, glory be to Thee.

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 6)
امُُْلْوََقَّرَ،  قَرِِْبْكََ  على  ظََهََروا  المََلاكِِئيَّةَََ  القُوُّّاتِِ  إنََّ 
يَْرْمَََ وََقَفََْتْ عِِدَْنَْ القَرِِْبْ  والحُُرّّاسََ صاروا كالأموات، ومََ
تُجََُرََّْبْ  ولَْمْ  الجََمََيح  فَسَََبَْيْتََ  الطاهِِر،  جََسََدَكَََ  طالِِبَةًًَ 
اليحاة. فيا مََنْْ قامََ مِِنْْ  مِِهْنْا، وصادَْفْتََ البتولََ مانِاًحً 

دُُ لَكَ. نِِيب الأمواتِِ، يا ربُُّ المََْجْ

Angelic Powers were above Thy tomb, and they 
that guarded Thee became as dead. And Mary 
stood by the grave seeking Thine immaculate 
Body. Thou hast despoiled Hades and wast not 
tried thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and 
didst grant us life. O Thou Who didst arise from 
the dead, Lord, glory be to Thee.

TROPARION OF THE CONSECRATION (TONE 4)
السُُلِِْفْيََّ  الجََمالََ  تََْرْ  هََْظْ أَ  ِ العُوِِْلْ�يِّ الجََلَدَِِ  بَهَاءِِ  كََمِِثْلِِْ 
رِِْهْ  دَ إلى  فَثََ�بِِّْتْهُُ  رََبُُّ.  يا  الأَدَْقْسَِِ  دِِْجْكََ  مََ كََْسْنِِ  لمََ
الداهِِرين، وتَقََبََّْلْ طِِْلْباتِِنا المُُقَدََّمَََةََ لَكَََ فهِِي بِِغَرِِْيْ فُتُورٍٍ، 

بِِشََفاعََةِِ والِِدَةَِِ الإله، يا حياةََ الكُُ�لِِّ ويقامََتَهَُُم.

Thou hast revealed the earthly majesty of the 
dwelling place of the holy glory, O Lord, as the 
brilliance of the firmament on high. Make firm 
its foundation unto ages of ages and receive 
our fervent supplications which are offered to 
thee therein; through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos, O Life and Resurrection of all.
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TODAY’S LITURGY INSERTS TROPARION OF SAINT GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR (TONE 4)
ولفُلقَُرَاءِِ  ومُُتِعِقٌٌ،  مُُحََر�ر  لسُُأملورينََ  أنَّكَََ  مبا 
والمََسََانِِيك عاضِِدٌٌ ونَاَصِِرٌٌ وللمََضََرى طببٌٌي وشََافٍٍ 
في  العظمُُي  أيها  ومُُحََارِِبٌٌ  مُُكافِِحٌٌ  المؤمِِننََي  وعنِِ 
الشُُدهاءِِ جاوريجوسُُ اللآبِِسُُ الظََفَرَ تَشَََفَّعَ إلى المسحِيِ 

الإلهِِ في خََلاصِِ نُفُُوُسِِنا.

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of 
captives,  a help and support of the poor and 
needy, a healing physician of the sick, a contender 
and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the 
victory clad George; intercede with Christ God 
for the salvation of our souls.

EPISTLE READERS
English Arabic

Lillian Rihani Today Amanda Imseih

Sh. Alice Zayed Sep 20 Mariana Saba

KONTAKION FOR THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON (TONE 8)
Only at Saint George Church in Cicero

إني أنا عبدُكُِِ يا والةَدَ الإله* اكتُبُُُ لكِِ راياتِِ الغلبة يا 
جنيَّدةًًَ مُُحاةيم* وأُدقمُُ لكِِ الشُُكرََ كََمُُنقذةٍٍ نََم الشََّدادئ* 
التي لا تُحََُارََب* اعقِِتيني نم  العِِزََةََ  أنََّ لكِِ  لنك مبا 
صُُنوفِِ الدشادئ* حتى أرُُصخََ إلكِِي إفرحي يا عرواًسً 

لا عروسََ لها.

To thee the champion leader, * I thy city offer  
thanks of victory. * O Theotokos, thou who hast 
delivered me from terror.   * But as thou hast that 
power which is invincible, * From all dangers set 
me free and deliver me.  That I may cry unto thee: 
* Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

KONTAKION OF THE CONSECRATION (TONE 4)
مُُنيرََةًً  الأَْنْوار،  كََيثرََةََ  سََماءًً  ظََهََرََْتْ  قَْدْ  الكََنسََيةََ  إنََّ 
رُُْخُُ  نَصَْ فهيا،  واقِِفونََ  نُُْحْ  نَ فإذْْ  المؤمِِنني.  جََيمعََ 

هاتِنيف: ثَ�بِِّْتْ هََذا البَْيْتََ، يا رََبّّ.

The Church is shown to be * a many-lighted 
heaven * that doth shine a guiding light * upon all 
them that do believe; * wherein while standing, 
we cry aloud: * Do Thou Thyself now establish 
this house, O Lord.

THE SYNAXARION
On September 13th in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Forefeast of the Elevation 

of the Holy Cross, and commemorate the Consecration of the Church of the Holy Resurrection of 
Christ our God.

New Israel, fulfilling a law that is ancient,
Doth honor thy tomb, O Word, with this consecration.

On the thirteenth befell the consecration of the Resurrection’s fane.
Holy Resurrection in Jerusalem is honored above all others. Constantine the Great constructed 

it at the place of Golgotha, where our Savior was crucified and buried, then arose. For a long time 
this place had been purposely buried beneath the earth by the Jews and heathen; furthermore, 
during the reign of Hadrian (117-138), a temple dedicated to Aphrodite was built over the site so 
that this sacred place might be even further desecrated and fall into utter oblivion. It was here that 
the Cross was hidden. However, at the command of the pious Emperor Constantine, excavations 
were made and the tokens of the saving Passion were found. It was here, then, that the very 
great and magnificent temple named in honor of Christ God’s Resurrection was built under the 
supervision of the blessed Helen, while Macarius was Archbishop of Jerusalem. Macarius exalted 
the venerable Cross and consecrated this temple in the year 336.

On this day, we also commemorate the Hieromartyr Cornelius the centurion; and Venerable 
Hierotheos the Younger of Iviron monastery on Athos. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O God, 
have mercy on us. Amen.
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O Lord, save Thy people 

and bless Thine inheritance. 

Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O Lord my God.

The Reading from the Epistle of 

Saint Paul to the Galatians (6:11-18)

Brethren, see how large a letter I have written 

to you with my own hand. As many as desire to 

make a fair show in the flesh, they compel you 

to be circumcised, only that they may not be 

persecuted for the Cross of Christ. For not even 

those who are circumcised do themselves keep 

the Law; but they desire to have you circumcised, 

that they may boast in your flesh. But God forbid 

that I should boast, except in the Cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom the world is 

crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ 

Jesus, neither circumcision counts for anything, 

nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as 

many as walk according to this rule, peace be 

upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of 

God. Henceforth, let no one trouble me; for I bear 

in my body the brand-marks of the Lord Jesus. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 

spirit, brethren. Amen.

�لِّخِْصْ يا ربُُّ شــبَعكَََ وبارِِْكْ ريماثَكَََ.

إليــكََ يا ربُُّ أخُُرص الهي.

فصلٌٌ مِِنْْ رســالةِِ القدّّيسِِ بولُسََُ 

الرََســولِِ إلى أهْْلِِ غلاطية )6:11-18(

ــي  ــاتِِ الت ــمََ الكِِتاب ظََْعْ ــا أ ــروا م ــوََةُُ، أُظُُْنْ ــا إْخْ ي

كََتَْبْتُهُــا إلَك�ْيْْمُْ بِِي�يدَ. إنََّ كُُلََّ الذينََ يُرُيدونََ أنْْ يُضُُروا 

ِـكََ  ــا ل�ذ ُـوا، وإنَّمَ تَْخْتَِِن� ْمُْ أنْْ تَ دَِِ يُزِِْلْمُُونَك� بَِِ الجََس� بَحَََس�

ــلِِ صََيلــبِِ المََســحِيِ. لأنََّ  ـِنْْ أْجْ ـدَوا م� طََْضْ�ه ل�ـئَِلَاََّ يُ

ــونََ النامــوسََ  هُُُم لا يَحَفَظَُُ ْمُْ أَفُْنْس� تَْخْتَِِنــونََ ه� ــنََ يَ الذي

ْمْ  ســادِِكُُ رِوا بِِأَْجْ �بْلَْ إنَّمَــا يُرُيــدونََ أنْْ تَتَختَِِن�ُـوا لِِيَتَْفْخ�

َـا  ــبِِ رََ�بِِّن� ِـرََ إالَّا بِِصََيل ــي أنْْ أتَْفْخ� ــا، فَحَاشــى ل َـا أن أم�

ــا  ــي وأن مَُُ ل ِـبََ العال� هِِِ صُُل� ــذي �ب ــوعََ المََســحِيِ، ال يَسَ

َهُُ فــي المََســحِيِ يَسَــوعََ لَي�ـسََْ  َمِِ. لأنـ� صُُلِِب�ـتُُْ لِِعْلْالـ�

ةَُُ الجََديــدَةَُُ.  َلِِ الخََقـ�يل فَُُ �بـ ءٍٍْيْ ولا القَلـ� الخِِتــانُُ بِِشََــ

ْمِْ  بَِِ هــذا القانــونِِ، فَعََلََْيْ�ه ولُُّك الذيــنََ يَسَــلُكُُُونََ بِِحََس�

ل�ْجْــْبْ عََل�ــيََّ  رْايئلِِ الله. فََلا يَ ةٌٌَ وعلــى إس� م�ْحْ سََلامٌٌ ورََ

ــيد  ــي جََسََ لٌٌِ ف ِـي حام� ْـدُُ، فَإَن�� ــا بَع� ــاًً فمي ــدٌٌ أَعْتْاب أَحَََ

ــوعََ المســحِيِ  ــا يَسَ ةَُُ رََ�بِّنِ ــوع. نِِم�ْعْ ِ يَسَ ــرََّ�بِّ ــماتِِ ال سِِ

وََْةُُ. آمـني هـا الإـخ ْمُْ أيُّـُ َـعََ روحِِـك ـم

EPISTLE
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to Saint John (3:13-17)

The Lord said, “No one has ascended into 

heaven but He who descended from heaven, the 

Son of man.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent 

in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be 

lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have eternal life.  For God so 

loved the world that He gave His only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have eternal life.  For God sent His Son into the 

world, not to condemn the world, but that the 

world might be saved through Him.”

فَصَْْلٌٌ شََريفٌٌ مِِنْْ بِِشارََةِِ القِِدّّيسِِ يوحنا 

ِ البَشَيرِِ والتلْْميذِِ الطاهِِر )3:13-17( الإنْْجيلِِيِّ�

دٌٌَ إلــى الس�مَاءِِ إلاََّ الــذي  ع�ْْدَْ أح� قــالََ الــرََّبُُّ: ل�ــْمْ يَصَْ

نََِ الس�مَاءِِ، ا�بنُُْ البََ�شرَِِ الــذي ه�وََُ في الس�مَاء  ن�َـزََلََ م�

َـذا يَبَْنْغَــي  ي�َـةِِ، هََك� ومكــا رََف�َـعََ موســى الحََي�ةَََ فــي البَ�رِِّ

نُُِ  َـنْْ يُؤُم� ِـكََ كُُلُُّ م� ْيَْ لا يَل�ه رَ، لِِك� نُُْ البََ�ش َـعََ ا�ب أنْْ يُف�ر

بَََّ  َـذا أح� �بهِِِ، �بْلَْ تَك�ُـونُُ لــهُُ الحََيــاةُُ الأبَدَِِي�ةَ. لأن�َـهُُ هََك�

ِـكََ كُُلُُّ  اللهُُ العال�مَََ حََت�َـى �بذََلَََ ان�ْبَْـهُُ الوََحيــدََ لِِك�َـي لا يَل�ه

نُُِ بــهِِ �بْلَْ كتــونُُ ل�ــهُُ الحََيــاةُُ الأبَدَِِي�ةَ. فإن�َـهُُ ل�ــْمْ  َـنْْ يُؤُم� م�

ِـلِِ اللهُُ ان�ْبَْـهُُ الوحيــدََ إلــى العال�ــمِِ ليَي�دنََِ العال�ــمََ، �بْلَْ  س�ْرْ يُ

ليُخََُـ�صََل ـبهِِِ العاـ�مل

GOSPEL
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Coffee Hour Sponsors:
Today – Sdn. Mazen and Souzan 

Rihani and Family
Sep 20 – Sana Alsweis and Basil Alsweis 

and their Families
Sep 27 – Odeh and Raja Iqal 

and Family
Oct 4 – Michael and Sandra 

Barbari and Family

Holy Bread Offered By:
Today – Alexandra Sakha and 

Family
– Sami and Amanda Imseih and 

Family
– Nadim and Reham Haddad and 

William and Kawkab Haddad 
and their Families

– Sdn. Mazen and 
Souzan Rihani and 
Family

MEMORIALS
Sep 20 •	 40-Day Memorial Service for 

†JANET KARAM, offered by 
Chadi Karam and Sam Karam and 
their families and Elias Ajami and 
family.

•	 6-Month Memorial Service for 
†HANNA FARAH SABA, offered 
by Siham Saba and family.

•	 1-Year Memorial Service for 
†FADWA ALSWEIS, offered by 
Sana Alsweis and Basil Alsweis 
and their families.

•	 10-Year Memorial Service for 
†DN. BASSAM ALSWEIS, offered 
by Sana Alsweis and Basil Alsweis 
and their families.

BAPTISMS
Yesterday JAMES, son of Bryan and Dena 

Zarou.
Sep 20 CHARBEL, son of Hanna and 

Marlene Shunnarah.

YAF Coffee and 

Fellowship SPONSORS

Today – Michelle Rihani

↳ Sep 27 – OPEN

SCAN ME

REMOVAL OF CROWNS
Sep 20 •	 Dr. JUSTIN and DANIELLA Rayyan.

•	 KHALID and STEIFANY Gebrael.
Sep 27 PATRICK and BRIANNA Fay.

CHURCHINGS
Sep 27 GEORGE, son of Phillip and Marina 

Musa.

COMMEMORATIONS
Today •	 40-Day Commemoration for 

†MARYAM HADDAD, offered by 
Nadim and Reham Haddad and 
William and Kawkab Haddad and 
their families.

•	 13-Year Commemoration for 
†NAJAH HADDAD, offered by 
Nadim and Reham Haddad and 
William and Kawkab Haddad and 
their families.

https://www.stgeorgechi.org/coffee-hour/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/
http://www.stgeorgechi.org/yaf-coffee
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– Saint Ambrose of Opti na 
+1891

“The root of all evil: selfishness and stubbornness, mixed with envy “The root of all evil: selfishness and stubbornness, mixed with envy 
and seasoned with delusion of the enemy. Therefore, one must in every and seasoned with delusion of the enemy. Therefore, one must in every 
way strive to extract the evil root with humility and way strive to extract the evil root with humility and 
obedience, imitating the Lord, Who obedience, imitating the Lord, Who 
humbled Himself to the form of a servant, humbled Himself to the form of a servant, 
and was obedient unto crucifixion and and was obedient unto crucifixion and 

death.”death.”

REFLECTION

Prayer Prayer 
RequestsRequests

To request prayers be said 
during Liturgy for the health 
of loved ones or in memory 
of the dearly departed…

…email the Church Office by 
Thursday of that week at: 

Office@StGeorgeChi.org
stating “Health of” or “Memory 
of” and the names in each 
category, as well as the name of 
the person offering prayers.

OR
…complete a Prayer Request 
Card that is in the back of the 
Church and give it to an Usher 
by 10:15AM (if a Sunday).
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sun, Sep 13 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers

•	 Orthros (Matins)
•	 Great Doxology
•	 Divine Liturgy
•	 Sunday School First Day of Classes (see pg. 16)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 15)
•	 Antiochian Women (AW) Induction of Officers
•	 Antiochian Men (A-MEN) Induction of Officers
•	 Blessing of the Sunday School Building, Students, and Parents 

(see pg. 16)
•	 Coffee Hour
•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship (see pg. 19)
•	 Antiochian Men (A-MEN) Antiochian Village Pilgrimage 

Orientation

8:45 am
9:00 am

10:15 am
10:20 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy
After Liturgy 

After Liturgy
After Liturgy

12:30 pm 

Mon, Sep 14 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers (see pg. 14)
•	 Divine Liturgy for Feast of Elevation of the Holy Cross (see pg. 14)
•	 Teen SOYO Committee Chairs Zoom Meeting
•	 Teen SOYO Officers’ Zoom Meeting
•	 Antiochian Women (AW) Officers’ Zoom Meeting

9:15 am
9:30 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Thu, Sep 17 Saint Katherine Mission Evening Program (see pg. 22) 6:00 pm
Sat, Sep 19 •	 Great Vespers Service

•	 GLORY Club Spiritual Event (see pg. 18)
•	 Teen SOYO “Ask Abouna” (see pg. 21)

5:00 pm
After Vespers
After Vespers

Sun, Sep 20 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers
•	 Orthros (Matins)
•	 Great Doxology
•	 Divine Liturgy
•	 Sunday School Classes
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 15)
•	 Coffee Hour
•	 Youth Choir Registration

8:45 am
9:00 am

10:15 am
10:20 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy

Thu, Sep 24 Saint Katherine Mission Evening Program (see pg. 22) 6:00 pm
Sat, Sep 26 Annual Legacy Ball for 63rd Anniversary (see pg. 29) 5:30 pm

CONDOLENCES
The clergy and parishioners of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church of Cicero offer their 
sincerest condolences to:
•	 Dn. George Nassief and family on the falling asleep of his cousin, †PHILIP NASSIEF, in 

California, at the age of 96, last week.  
•	 Kareem and Dina Khoury and family on the falling asleep of his uncle, †MICHAEL ISA, in 

Michigan last week.

Memory Eternal!
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26
SEP SAT

SEP 26
  Annual Legacy Ball Annual Legacy Ball 

– 63rd Anniversary– 63rd Anniversary

15
NOV MON-FRI

NOV 15-DEC 25 Holy Advent Season

24
DEC THU

DEC 24 Christmas Liturgy

5
JAN TUE

JAN 5
The Great Feast of 

Epiphany

15
MAR MON-SAT

MAR 15-MAY 1 Great lent

2
MAY SUN

MAY 2 Great and Holy Pascha (Easter)Great and Holy Pascha (Easter)

Dates to RememberDates to Remember!!
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL
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The Cross in Our Life – (1) The Cross of the World and Its Gifts
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Blessed Augustine says: “I know three categories: One saves through the cross, another is saved through the cross, and the third is condemned by 
the cross.” Christ alone belongs to the first category. The rest of us belong to one of the other two.
The cross stands before every human being. There is no one who does not have one cross—or more. As long as death is present, crosses will remain 
part of our personal lives. Because this present world is passing away, and because our own existence is passing away with it, we experience pain, 
anguish, and sorrow. This is because we bind our feelings—which form part of our very being—to the image of this transitory world.
We therefore face one of two choices: either to flee from the cross and avoid it, or to confront it with courage, faith, and acceptance. Fleeing only 
increases the cross’s weight; it does nothing more than change its name. In reality, it means exchanging one cross for another—one that may 
appear lighter to the person fleeing, but that is, in truth, heavier than the cross from which he fled. Confronting the cross, on the other hand, means 
accepting it willingly at the beginning of the journey—even if not yet joyfully—and seeking to discover its meaning and its role in forming and 
shaping the person who bears it.
Before Christ, the cross was an instrument of death; through Christ, it became a source of life. Pain and suffering once led to despair, and despair 
is spiritual death. In Christ, however, they have become a path toward liberation and the discovery of true life—a life that transcends the familiar 
conditions of this temporal existence. Every Sunday morning we proclaim: “Through the Cross, joy has come into all the world.” Did not the 
Cross precede the Resurrection and the life that burst forth from the tomb?
Our contemporary way of life may hinder our encounter with true life. A person often stands before the beautiful gifts of this world, becomes 
immersed in them, and confines himself to the desire to possess them, without noticing what lies beyond them—or even the One who gave them. 
Their brilliance entices him to acquire more and more, until, with time, he becomes their captive. His life thus passes within a narrow framework 
devoted solely to satisfying the desires of this earthly life.
This beautiful world in which we live is a gift from God—or, at least, this is how we ought to regard it. Just as we care for a gift, receive it with 
joy and delight, strive to preserve it, and feel gratitude toward the one who gave it to us, so too must we care for this world, preserve it, and remain 
constantly grateful to God for it.
In reality, our “beautiful planet has been transformed into a slaughterhouse,” as Saint Justin Popović expressed it, because of humanity’s greed 
and selfish appetite for exploiting its resources in a deadly pursuit of profit and consumption.
When we receive a gift from someone, we ought first to look toward the person who gave it, rather than allowing our eyes to remain fixed on the 
gift itself. Consumer society has weakened the spirit of gratitude in modern man while cultivating his desire to possess. His gaze has thus become 
fixed solely upon the product. Little by little, and without noticing it—often even unintentionally—he becomes enslaved to the gift.
Health is a gift. The beauty of nature is a gift. Clean air is a gift. Family is a gift. Work and productivity are gifts. Income is a gift. Wholesome 
recreation is a gift. Friends are gifts—and the list goes on. How numerous are God’s gifts to us! But are we aware of them? Do we receive them 
with joy and thanksgiving, drawing ever closer to their Giver? Do they lead us to Him?
Naturally, a healthy person loves the giver personally for who he is and not merely because of his gift. Likewise, a Christian loves God for who 
He is, not merely for His gifts. The wise person does not stop at the gift as though it were the ultimate reality. He knows that it will eventually 
pass away and that the joy it gives is temporary, having its season before its radiance fades. He therefore turns toward the Giver—the everlasting 
and ever-present source of every gift—namely, God.
In truth, every gift entails a certain cross. This cross reveals to us that none of these gifts constitutes the final and ultimate reality. Herein lies the 
true cross of the gifts of our world: the cross that arises from the alternation between receiving a gift and losing it. Not all our dreams are fulfilled, 
nor are they fulfilled whenever we desire. Thus, our lives move between success and failure, eagerness and weariness, joy and sorrow. What we 
desire may be fulfilled entirely or only partially; conversely, we may lose it in part or altogether. This cross is especially painful for those who 
have not learned gratitude, who have not yet understood the meaning of true life, and who continue to confine it within the limits of this earthly 
existence.
The absence or loss of a gift leads us to ask why. Its loss also makes us more aware of its place and role in our lives. The more important and 
essential the lost gift is, the greater and higher the possibility of spiritual growth for the person who has lost it.
In my youth, I was deeply moved by a virtuous woman who fell asleep in the Lord many years ago. She spent a year and a half in the hospital and 
underwent several successive operations. Her husband divorced her while she was hospitalized, and she had no children. She suffered greatly and 
her heavy cross moved her to question the meaning of all that had happened to her. With the help of her spiritual father and faithful friends, she 
discovered that she was being called to a noble mission. She dedicated her life to nursing education at a time when no nursing schools existed, 
and also to teaching a pure spiritual theology, which was rare in those days.
The Christian bears this cross of the world—and the cross of his own existence—not only with acceptance but also with a certain joy, because 
he knows that beyond this cross there is a life that does not perish. Through this faith, the Christian sees the world as crucified and dead to him. 
He also sees himself, together with all his inclinations, as crucified and dead to this present world. The believer works to improve this present 
world, even as it moves toward decay and death. He cultivates within it the seeds of the coming resurrection by striving toward his own personal 
resurrection and toward the resurrection of this world, which is the gift.
Throughout this journey of life, a person may discover, through tragedy and suffering, the meaning behind losing certain things that had seemed 
essential to him. Many times, however, he may also discover grace within their loss. He then gives thanks to God, because he would never have 
noticed the things that are truly more essential had he continued to enjoy those things that were taken from him.
Such was the experience of some who spent years in solitary confinement because of their faith. Amid the tragedy of what they endured, they 
experienced and tasted a divine grace that filled them with a profound peace—a peace they found themselves missing after they were released 
from prison. Their crosses refined their characters and made them more illumined, preparing them to fulfill an essential role later in life.
In this sense, the Romanian priest and theologian, Saint Dumitru Stăniloae, who was himself imprisoned because of his Christian faith, says that 
the world, together with our existence within it, is the cross that we must bear until the end of our earthly lives. We experience the transitory nature 
of this world as an unceasing cross. Yet through our Christian faith and the grace of God, we can live this cross in the hope of the Resurrection. 
For this reason, we bear it with joy.
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الصليب في حياتنا – )1( صليب العالم وعطاياه
الرتموبولتي سابا )اسبر(

يقــول المغبــوط أُغُســطني: “أعــفر ثلاثــة فئــات. الأولــى واحــدٌٌ يُل��خــص باليلصــب، وآخــر يَل�خــص باليلصــب، والثالــث ي�دُان باليلصــ”ب. المســحي هــو الوحيــد 
اـلـذي ينـتمـي إـلـى الفـةئ الأوـلـى. ولّكـّنـا، البـرش الآـرخون، ننـتمـي إـلـى واـدحة ـنم التئفـني الأرخيـني

اليلصــب منصتــبٌٌ أمــام يمجــع البشــر. مــا مــن أحــد إالّا ولــه يلصــبٌٌ أو أثكــر. طالمــا أنّّ المــوت حاضــر، فاللصبــان موجــودة فــي حياتنــا الشــيّصخةّ. يشــرع 
الإنســان، بســبب زوال العالــم الحاضــر، وزوال وجــوده هــو، أبلــمٍٍ ووجــعٍٍ وحــنز، لأن�هّ يبرــط الشمــاعر، التــي شتــكّّل جــاًءزً مــن يكانــه، صبــورة هــذا العالــم 

الزاـلئ

ّـا أن يهــبر مــن اليلصــب ويجّّتنبــه، أو أن يواهجــه جبــرأة وإيمــان ورضــى. الهــروب يزيــد مــن ثقــل اليلصــب، ولا يعفــل  والإنســان أمــام يخــارٍٍ مــن اثنيــن: إم�
أثكــر مــن تغييــر اســهم. إن�هّ، فــي الواقــع، اســتبدال يلصــبٍٍ بآخــر، يزيــن لهلــارب أن�هّ أخــفّّ وزنــاًً، لن�كهّ، فــي الحقيقــة، أثقــل مــن اليلصــب الــذي يهــبر منــه 
ّـا المواهجــة، فتقضــي بقبــول اليلصــب، ربضــىًً، فــي دبايــة الطريــق، إن لــم يكــن فبــحر، ســاًيعً إلــى اســرختاج عمنــى لــه، ودور فــي شتــليك شــخصِِ حالمــه  أم�

هتحن و

كان اليلصــب، قبــل المســحي، ســبباًً لملــوت؛ فصــار، بالمســحي، ســبباًً ليحلــاة. كان الألــم والوجــع يقــودان إلــى اليــسأ، واليــسأ مــوتٌٌ روحــيّّ؛ فصــارا، فــي 
المســحي، طريقــاًً إلــى الحتــرّّر واشتكــاف اليحــاة الق�حةّ، التــي جتتــاوز عمطيــات اليحــاة الوي�تقةّ العتمــارََف عهيلــا. نقــول فــي صبــاح لّّك أحــد: “باليلصــب أتــى 

الـحرف ـلّّكل العاـمل”. أـمل يـسـبق اللصـبي القياـةم، والحـيـاة الـفتمرجة الـبـارزة ـنم القـرب؟! 

ــي شــهوة  ــا، وينصحــر ف ــة، فيغــرق فهي ــم الليمج ــا هــذا العال ــام عطاي ــف المــءر أم ــا يق ــاًرً م ةّ. فيثك ــاة الق�ح ــي مــع اليح ــي التلاق ــاة الحال ــق منــط اليح ــد ييع ق
اتملاهكــا، يغــر منتبــه إلــى مــا وراءهــا، ولا، حت�ّـى، إلــى عمطهيــا. وهــي ببريقهــا شتــدّهّ لكــي يســزتيد منهــا، ويصبــح مــع الوقــت أســاًريً لهــا. وهكــذا تنقضــي 

ةّ لا غـري حياـهت ـفـي إـطـار ضـيقّ قاـمئ عـلـى مأتـني ـهشوات الحـيـاة اليندويـ

هــذا العالــم اليمجــل، الــذي حنــن فيــه، هديــة مــن الله، أو هكــذا ينبغــي عيلنــا العتامــل عمــه. فمكــا تعننــي بالدهيــة، ونســتقبهلا فبــحر واهتبــاج، وتهنــمّّ يثكــاًرً فــي 
الـحفـاظ عـيلهـا، ويغـرمنـا الاـتمنـان ـتجـاه ـنم دّقـمهـا لـنـا، هـكـذا عـيلنـا العناـةي ـبهـذا العاـمل، والحمافـةظ علـهي، والاـتمنـان الداـمئ لله، ـنم أجـهل

ــي  ــي ف ــك عفبــل شجــع البشــر وهمهنــم الأنان ــس يوســيتنوس بوبوفتيــش، وذل ــر القدّيّ ــى حــدّّ عتبي ــى مســلخ”، عل ــل إل ــا اليمج ــد حتــوّّل ك“وكبن ــع، لق ــي الواق ف
قـالاًتً. اًًّ اـهتسلايّكاًًّ ـ مـوارده، اـتسغلالاًً رـيحب اـتسغلال ـ

عنمدــا ق�لتنّـى عطي�ةًًّ مــن أحدهــم، ينبغــي أن تنطل�ــع، أوّّلاًً، إلــى الشــصخ الــذي دّقهمــا، وأن لا س�تترمّ عيوننــا علــى العطي�ةّ حبــدّّ ذاهتــا. لقــد أضعــف المتجمــع 
اًرمًّ علــى المُُنت�َـج فقــط. وهكــذا بــدأ يُسُــتَبَْعْدَ  الاســهتلايّّك روحََ الشــرك فــي الإنســان العماصــر، علــى حســاب تنتيمــه لحــبّّ الاتقنــاء. فبــات نظــر الإنســان مُُس�

لدهليـةّ، ـاًئيشً فـاًئيشً، ودوـنمـا اـتنبـاه، وـفـي أـحـوال ثكـرية ـنع غـري ـقدص

الصّّحــة هي�دةّ. مجــال الطبعيــة هي�دةّ. الهــواء النقــيّّ هي�دةّ. العالئــة هي�دةّ. المعــل والإتنــاج هي�دةّ. الخدمــول هي�دةّ. الرتفيــه الهــافد هي�دةّ. الأقدصــاء هي�دةّ 
...إلــخ. مــا أثكــر هدايــا الله لنــا. فهــل حنــن واعــون لهــا؟ وهــل شيعنــها فبــحٍرٍ وشــركان والصتــاق أثكــر عمبطهيــا؟ وهــل صنــل منهــا إليــه؟

الإنســان الطبعيــيّّ يحــبّّ العمطــي لشــهصخ، لذاتــه، لا ليّدهتّــه فقــط. والمســيّّحي يحــبّّ الله، لشــهصخ، لا لعطايــاه فقــط. اليكحــم هــو الــذي لا يقــف عنــد الي�دهةّ، 
عّ إلــى المُُعطــي،  ونّأكهّــا الحقيقــة الأيخــرة، بــل يعــفر أنّهّــا زالئــة فــي النهايــة، وأنّّ الفــحر الــذي عتطيــه، إنّمّــا وتقــيّّ ولــه زمــن يفخــت وهجــه فيــه. فتيطل�

ـمدصر الدهيـةّ الداـمئ والحاـرض أـاًدبً، أعـنـي الله

فــي الحقيقــة، تســمزلت لُُّك عطي�ةّ يلصبــاًً يّعمنّــاًً. عمبنــى أنّّ هــذا اليلصــب يُرُينــا أنّّ لّّك هــذه العطايــا ليســت هــي الحقيقــة النهاي�ئةّ والأيخــرة. هنــا يمكــن يلصــب 
هدايــا عالمنــا الحقيقــي. إن�هّ يلصــبٌٌ ناجــمٌٌ عــن التنــاوب يبــن الصحــول علــى الي�دهةّ وفَدْقْهــا. لا ق�حتتقّ أحلامنــا لّكهّــا، وفــي لّّك مــرّّة رنيدهــا فهيــا. لذلــك تــرى 
ةٍٍّ وفتــور، فــحٍرٍ وحــنز. مــا غرنــب فيــه، قــد يق�حتقّ بالي�لكةّ، وقــد يق�حتقّ جــءز منــه، وبالمقابــل قــد فنقــده ي�ئزجاًًّ أو لّكي�اًًّ. هــذا  حياتنــا يبــن جنــاحٍٍ وإفخــاق، هم�

لصـبٌٌي أـكرث إيلاـاًمً لـنم ـمل يـعدت عـلـى الـركش، ولـنم ـمل يـفهق، ـبعـدُُ، ـعمنـى الحـيـاة الحقةّ، وـبقـي حاـاًرصً إيّاّـهـا ـفـي إـطـار الحـيـاة الندـيـا. 

يغــابُُ العطي�ةّ، أو فقدهــا، يلعجنــا نطــحر الســؤال حــول الســبب. كذلــك يلعجنــا فقدُهُــا أثكــر وعيــاًً لكماهتنــا ودورهــا فــي حياتنــا. ومبقــدار مــا كتــون العطي�ةّ 
ةّ وأساـيّسةّ، ـتكـون إكماـينةّ رّّتـقـي اـلـذي فقـدهـا أـمسى وأرـعف الـفمقـودة ـمهم

أتثــرتُُ، فــي شــبابي، بســيّدّة فاضلــة، رقــتد بالــبّّر منــذ زمــن. هــذه قضــت ســنة وصنــف فــي المسشتــفى، وأجــتر عــدّةّ عيلمــات تتماعبــة، وطلّقّهــا زوهجــا في 
أثنــاء اشتســفاهئا، ولــم تــرزق بــأولاد. لّأتمّــت يثكــاًرً، وكان يلصبهــا الثقيــل دافعــاًً لهــا لتلســاؤل عــن عمنــى مــا حــدث لهــا، واشتكــتف، مبســاعدة أهيبــا الروحــي، 
ةّ مــدارس لــه، وليلعتلــم اللاهوتــي الروحــي  وأقدصاهئــا الل�خصّ، أنّهّــا دمعــوة إلــى رســالة ســاةيم. فرّّكســت حياهتــا ليلعتــم الرمتيــض، فــي وقــت لــم كتــن ثم�

الصافــي، وكان نــادراًً آنــذاك!

ةّ حيــاة لا فتنــى، عبــد هــذا اليلصــب  يمحــل المســيّّحي يلصــب العالــم هــذا، ويلصــب وجــوده هــو، لا ربضــىًً فقــط، بــل بنــوع مــن الفــحر، لأن�هّ يعــفر أنّّ ثم�
هبــذا الإيمــان، يــرى المســيُُحي العالــمََ لصموبــاًً وتيمــاًً بالنســبة لــه. مكــا يــرى أن�هّ هــو، ولّّك يمولــه، لصمــوبٌٌ ويمــتٌٌ عــن العالــم الحالــي. يمعــل المؤمــن علــى 
تطويــر وضــع العالــم الحالــي، الســارئ إلــى الــزوال والمــوت. فيطــوّّر بــذور القيامــة المســتقبةيل الكامنــة فيــه، عبــر ســهيع إلــى يقاتمــه الشــيّصخةّ ويقامــة هــذا 

العاـمل - الـدهةي

فــي مســهتري اليحاي�تةّ هــذه، يشتكــف الإنســان، عبــر المآســي والعمانــاة، عمنــى فقدانــه عبــض الأمــور، التــي هــي أساســيّةّ فــي نظــره. لكنــه قــد يشتكــف، مــرّّات 
هّ شــركه لله، لأن�هّ مــا كان ليلاحــظ الأمــور الأثكــر أساســيّةّ، لــو بقــي تمنعّمّــاًً لتبــك التــي فقدهــا. هــذه حــال عبــض الذيــن  عديــدة، معنــةًً فــي خســارهتا. فيوج�
قضــوا ســنني فــي ســجون ارفناي�دةّ بســبب إيماهنــم. لقــد اتخبــروا وذاقــوا، فــي سأمــاة مــا عاشــوه، معنــةًً إلي�هةًًّ أمََّهتدــم بــسلامٍٍ عيمــق، افتقــدوه حينمــا جرخــوا 

ٍ ـفـي ـمـا ـبدع ـنم الـنّّجس. فـصلق ـهـذا اللصـبي ـيصخشامهت وـلعجهـا أـكرث ـفشافةي، ـمـا هـأيمه لـلبِِع دورٍٍ جوـ�يٍّره

ــه همــا  ــا في ــم ووجوند ــه المســحيي، إنّّ العال هبــذا العمنــى، يقــول الأب، اللاهوتــي الرومانــي، القديــس ديتمــير ســتالينوى، وهــو ســنيج ســاقب بســبب إيمان
ــا  ــاًً مــن إيمانن ــا، انطلاق ــاًً مســاًرمتً. لكــن بإكمانن ةّ يلصب ــم الوي�تق ةّ. شنــرع بطبعيــة هــذا العال ــا الأرضي� ــة حياتن ّـى هناي ــه، حت� ــذي يجــب أن لمحن اليلصــب،  ال

المســحيي، ومعنــة الله، أن يعنــش هــذا اليلصــب جربــاء القيامــة. لهــذا شيعنــه فبــحر!
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Liturgy for the Liturgy for the 
Feast of the Feast of the 

Elevation of the Holy CrossElevation of the Holy Cross

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Monday, September 14Monday, September 14thth

9:159:15AMAM Pre-Communion Prayers | 9:30 Pre-Communion Prayers | 9:30AMAM Divine Liturgy Divine Liturgy
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What is God’s Little Lights?
God’s Little Lights is a special ministry for our 3-year-old and 4-year-old children to 
grow in the love of Christ. Together, we will help share the love and the light of the Gospel, 
to make our children “little lights” in their families, their Church, and their everyday lives.

ALL FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN ARE WELCOME!
Let’s help our little ones grow together in Christ’s light.

What Will Children Learn?
Our time together is flexible and fun, focusing on:
• Simple prayers and Church practices
• Bible stories
• Celebrating feast days and holy seasons
• Special Church celebrations

When and Where
• Sundays – right after Holy Communion
• Location – Cry Room
• Time – Short lessons, generally lasting 15-20 minutes
• Schedule – Follows the Sunday School calendar and curriculum
• Must attend with adult

Why Join?
God’s Little Lights is a wonderful way to:
• Build a strong foundation for Sunday School
• Strengthen the faith life of families
• Help children feel at home in the Church

BEGINS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
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SCAN ME

ALL CHILDREN BORN BEFORE 09/01/2022 ARE WELCOME TO REGISTER

�
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�
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https://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student/
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Antiochian Men (A-MEN)
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

ALLALL Gentlemen 18+ Invited Gentlemen 18+ Invited

SAVE THE DATE
Thu-Sat, 
OCT 8-10/2026:

A-MEN Pilgrimage to Anti ochian Village in 
Pennsylvania

Sat, DEC 12/2026: A-MEN Advent Spiritual Retreat

Sat, JAN 9/2026: A-MEN Annual Shawerma Night
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Glory Club
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Celebrate the Cross, 
Celebrate His Love

 Sat, Sep 19th

 Drop-off  5:00PM; Pick-up 8:00PM

 Great Vespers Service followed by
Dinner, Spiritual Talk, Activities

$15/childRSVP by
Sat, Sep 12

SCAN ME

INVITING ALL KIDS (AGES 5-8)

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

“Ask Abouna”
Teen SOYO

Sat | Sep 19 @ 5PM

Vespers, Dinner, Discussion, Games

Complimentary

Inviting ALL Teens (ages 13-18)

SCAN ME

RSVP by 
Thu 9/17

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Ministry

WEST 
CAMPUS

2026 FALL SESSION

Kingswood Academy
133 Plainfi eld Road, Darien, IL 60561

Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
“Do everything in love.” (I Corinthians 16:14)In his grand effort to preach to the nations (gentiles) about God’s will, the Apostle Paul writes this detailed letter to the Corinthians instructing them to adhere to God’s Old Testament law even though the Israelites did not follow the law. This law is valid forever and all the nations in the world are called to conduct themselves according to God’s will and not by human nature.

• • •

Wednesdays
Oct 7  Oct 14  Oct 21*  Oct 28*

Nov 4*  Nov 11

*Theme Days (optional)

*Oct 21 – Wear Fall Colors/Cozy Outfi ts

*Oct 28 – Dress up (Church appropriate) for a 
Halloween Costume Contest

*Nov 4 – Wear your favorite sports team gear

Program
6:30pm – 9:00pm

Coffee and 
Refreshments
Evening Prayers

Adults’ Lesson
Kids’ Club
Social Time and Games (in gymnasium)

• • •

ALL ARE WELCOME!ALL ARE WELCOME!

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL
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“As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.”

– Joshua 4:15

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
1220 S 60th Court • Cicero, Illinois 60804 • 708.656.2927 • www.StGeorgeChi.org • Office@StGeorgeChi.org

2026 
MEMBERSHIP 

DRIVE

DO YOU BELONG?
• Belonging is more than attending.
• Belonging is committing.
• Belonging is living the Orthodox Faith together.

AT SAINT GEORGE CHURCH,
we are called to be one Body in Christ — united 

in worship, stewardship, service, and love.

• If this is your spiritual home…
• If you are nourished here…
• If you want your children rooted in the 

Orthodox Faith…

YOU DO BELONG!

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BELONG?
Through Orthodox Baptism and Chrismation, we are 
joined to Christ and His Holy Church. Membership is 
how we actively live that calling.

TO BELONG MEANS:
• Worshiping faithfully
• Participating in the Sacramental life
• Supporting the Church through stewardship
• Offering your time and talents
• Strengthening one another as one Body
• Building a legacy for the next generation

Membership is not simply administrative 
— it is spiritual.

IT IS OUR CHURCH!

The Church is not “someone else’s 
responsibility.”

Spiritual and Liturgical

Pastoral

Administrative Organizational

Outreach

Worship

Witness

Service

Fellowship

Communication

Decent Order

Education

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership
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WHAT DOES MY MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT?
Your stewardship sustains the life and mission of the Church. 
Membership contributions help provide:

CHURCH OPERATIONS

• Utilities and insurance
• Building maintenance and repairs
• Administrative and office support
• Diocesan obligations

WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTAL LIFE

• Liturgical supplies

• Beautification of services

• Feast-day celebrations

OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY CARE

• Assistance to families in need

• Community support initiatives

• Charitable ministries

FAITH FORMATION

• Sunday School and youth programs

• Adult education

• Ministries for children and families

YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES MINISTRY POSSIBLE.

Clergy 
Compensations/Benefits

35%

Staff 
Compensations/Benefits

18%

Archdiocese 
Dues
10%

Maintenance/Capital 
Improvements

7%

Janitorial 
Services/Supplies

6%

Utilities
6%

Insurance
4%

Office Expenses
3%

Taxes
2%

Other Expenses (Other 
Clergy, Bishop Visits, 
Candles, Gifts, Ads, 

Conventions, Deanery, 
Pastoral Outreach)

6%

Pastoral Outreach
1%

Misc Expenses (Merchant 
Fees, Linens, Other)

1%
Information Technology

1%

Expenses 2026 - Total $750,918

Membership
52%

Sacraments
3%

General Donations
4%

Fundraising Income (Golf 
Classic, Legacy Ball)

27%

Other Income 
(Candles, Interest, 
Rental, LLC, Plots)

14%

Revenue 2026 - Total $723,962

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership
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SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
1220 S 60th Court • Cicero, Illinois 60804 • 708.656.2927 • www.StGeorgeChi.org • Office@StGeorgeChi.org

HOW CAN I BELONG?
We invite every household to:

1. Complete an Annual Membership
Form.

2. Make a Stewardship Pledge.
3. Participate faithfully in worship.
4. Offer your gifts in service.

WAYS TO GIVE…
• Annual Stewardship Commitment
• Monthly Recurring Giving
• Special Feast-Day Offerings
• Memorial Donations
• Legacy and Endowment Gifts
• Building and Maintenance 

Support
Giving is not a fee. It is an offering 
of gratitude to God.

BELONG. COMMIT. BUILD.
When you belong, you strengthen the Orthodox 
Faith, support the work of the Church, and help 
carry forward the legacy entrusted to us.

WAYS 
TO 

GIVE!
SCAN ME

ONLINE
www.StGeorgeChi.org

MAIL
to Church address

CALL
708.656.2927, x0

CONSIDER INCLUDING 
SGC IN YOUR WILL

IN GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S BLESSINGS, I/WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING 2026 MEMBERSHIP COMMITMENT:

STEWARD OPTIONS ANNUALLY MONTHLY WEEKLY DAILY

 Seraphim Steward $25,000+ $2000+ $500+ $68+

 Cherubim Steward $18,000+ $1500+ $345+ $49+

 Thrones Steward $15,000+ $1250+ $285+ $41+

 Powers Steward $12,000+ $1000+ $230+ $32+

 Dominions Steward $9,000+ $750+ $172+ $24+

 Authorities Steward $6,000+ $500+ $115+ $16+

 Preserver Steward $4,800+ $400+ $92+ $13+

 Guardian Steward $3,600+ $300+ $68+ $9+

 Protector Steward $2,400+ $200+ $46+ $6+

 Archangel Steward $1,800+ $150+ $35+ $5+

 Angel Steward $1200+ $100+ $23+ $3+

*To be a VOTING MEMBER, a member must be an Orthodox Christian in good standing Spiritually and Financially (minimum giving of $1200/year).

REGISTER TO BE A MEMBER/STEWARD!REGISTER TO BE A MEMBER/STEWARD!
Consider prayerfully and sincerely your 2026 Membership Commitment Today!

DO YOU BELONG?
Join us in building a firm foundation 
for today — and for generations to 
come.

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership
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Join us for our 5K Walk/Run and make a difference 
for those in need around the world!

St. Andrew’s Greek Orthodox Church
5649 N. Sheridan Rd. • Chicago, IL 60660

Registration 8:00 a.m. • Walk/Run Begins 9:00 a.m. • Breakfast following the race
$25—Registration by 9/18 | $35— Registration after 9/18 | $10—Children under 12

Sponsorship levels: Titanium $2,500 | Platinum $1,000 | Gold $500 | Silver $250

To guarantee a t-shirt, register by 9/18/2026

Register or sponsor online at
iocc.org/chicago SCAN ME

http://iocc.org/chicago
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No Tickets sold at the door on 
Saturday, September 26, 2026

All Transactions are Non-Refundable
Questions: Contact the Church Offi ce

708.656.2927 or Legacy@StGeorgeChi.org
SCAN ME

RReserve OOnline at
www.StGeorgeChi.org/Legacy

RESERVATIONS DEADLINE SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026

SCAN ME

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/legacy


