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Be the Bee, Not the Fly
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

There are many good things in this world, and there are alsc many bad things.
Perhaps the media, which is so powerful and influential, contributes to shifting
people's thinking toward the negative and spreading the impression that there is
more evil than good, due to its focus on conveying bad news more than good news.

Believers see everything through the lens of their faith. "If therefore your eye is

good, your whole body will be full of light" (Matt. 6:22). When believers see what

is good, they give glory to God. However, when they see the bad through the lens
of faith, they extract what is good from it. For example, consolation can emerge
from pain, acts of love can arise from poverty, experiences of communion can
emerge from hardship, and so on. This is embodied in the words of the Apostle
Paul: "And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God"
(Rom. 8:28).

When bad news spreads, many rush to hear it, circulate it, and talk about it, making
it the focus of society for a few days, until another bad news item comes along and
makes them forget about the first one. If you ask, "What is the importance of
spreading and discussing this news?" you won't receive a helpful answer. People
circulate bad news without knowledge, scrutiny, or verification, and they add to it
to make it more attractive and interesting. How many people have been wronged
and deeply hurt by rumors! How many individuals have been shattered by
exaggerated and fabricated rumors!

There are those who only see the bad things. If you present them with a significant
achievement, they only notice a few minor flaws in the way it was accomplished.
Their internal eyes are only accustomed to seeing, caring about, and being drawn
to the negatives. Isn't the popularity of tabloid newspapers evidence of the demand
for them? What about the unreliable news that social media, in all its forms,
bombards us with today?

Once it is heard that someone has fallen into a mishap, the news spreads rapidly,

and everyone becomes aware of it. But when a good person does something




virtuous, only a few individuals hear about it! What can we conclude? Those who
are interested in the negatives outnumber those who are interested in the
positives. Consequently, those who harbaor negativity within themselves, knowingly
or unknowingly, tend to be drawn to it and slyly make it known in order to justify
themselves and obscure the bad within themselves. However, their interest in
spreading negativity exposes them.

There is something even more dangerous: interpreting events in a negative
manner. It's like seeing an evil face in a good deed. You accuse a benevolent and
generous person of seeking to enhance his image, while it is actually envy that
drives you, perhaps unbeknownst to you. Or you hear about a bad action and
immediately assume someone unfavorable is behind it, without acknowledging the
possibility that there might be another explanation. Negative thinking leads to
many sins.

You can be either negative or positive in your life. If you are a believer, you should
choose the positive path, in which you see the good in the outward appearance of
things and in their essence. This way, you strengthen yourself and others,
contribute to the spread of virtue, and discover various ways for edification,
progress, and development. You join those who strive for goodness, those who
light a candle instead of cursing the darkness.

St. Paisios of Athos, of blessed memory, once said: "Some people told me that
witnessing many mistakes in the church caused them to stumble. | answered them:
If we asked a fly, 'Are there flowers in this area?' its answer would be, 'l don't know,
but | know that there are empty cans, filth, and dirt in the hole.' The fly would go
into great detail describing the filth in which it finds comfort. However, if we asked
a bee about the dirt in the area, it would be amazed by your question, deny the

existence of filth, and confirm that the place is filled with fragrant flowers. The bee

would then go into great detail describing those flowers from which it extracts

nectar. The fly informs you about garbage, while the bee informs you about lilies
and roses."

So, which one would you prefer to be: the bee or the fly?
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THE GREAT DOXOLOGY

Glory to Thee, who has shown us the Light. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good

will among men.

We praise thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy

great glory.

O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty; O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and
the Holy Spirit.

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on

us, thou that takest away the sins of the world.

Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.

For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, O Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father. Amen.
Every day will | bless Thee, and | will praise Thy Name forever; yea, forever and ever.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers, and praised and glorified be Thy Name forever. Amen.
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we do put our hope in thee.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. (thrice)

Lord, Thou hast been our refuge in all generations. | said: Be merciful unto me; heal my soul, for |

have sinned against Thee.

Lord, | have fled unto Thee: teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my God.
For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light shall we see light.

O continue Thy lovingkindness unto them that know Thee.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (thrice)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us.
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TODAY'’S LITURGY INSERTS

FIRST ANTIPHON

O clap your hands, all ye peoples; shout unto God
with the voice of exultation.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the

Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

For the Lord Most High is terrible; He is a great
King over all the earth. He hath subdued the
peoples under us, and the nations under our feet.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the

Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
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Refrain: Through the intercessions of the o, ) .
Theotokos, O Savior, save us. CdalA falih b calY) il ‘f—’\-‘;\-‘w‘;’ 43U
SECOND ANTIPHON

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the| { LI 4G < 1 P ¥
’ ‘ uaa \J; Y e
city of our God, in His holy mountain. e L@ e Sl 3
.MJS d;;
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who didst rise . -
from us in glory to the heavens, who sing to Thee. i Ue e u-° L “&\ \ h 14 3 W )A\

Alleluia.

God is known in her palaces when He cometh to
our aid.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who didst rise
from us in glory to the heavens, who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.

For lo, the kings of the earth were assembled;
they came together.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who didst rise
from us in glory to the heavens, who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

O, only begotten Son and Word of God...
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THIRD ANTIPHON

Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye
inhabitants of the earth. My mouth shall speak
of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall
be of understanding. | will incline mine ear to a
parable; | will open my dark saying upon the harp.
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TROPARION OF THE FEAST OF ASCENSION (TONE 4)

Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God,
and gladdened Thy Disciples with the promise of
the Holy Spirit, making them confident through
the blessing that Thou art the Son of God, and
Deliverer of the world.
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ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE GOSPEL BOOK

Come, let us worship, and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the
dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
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RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 6)

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy
sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy
revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep
guard becoame as dead men. Thou led Hades
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst
meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O
Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory
to Thee.
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TROPARION OF THE FEAST OF ASCENSION (TONE 4)

Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God,
and gladdened Thy Disciples with the promise of
the Holy Spirit, making them confident through
the blessing that Thou art the Son of God, and
Deliverer of the world.
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TROPARION OF THE SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS (TONE 8)

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise
Who didst establish our holy Fathers as luminous
stars upon earth, and through them didst guide
us unto the true Faith, O most merciful One, glory
to Thee.
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TROPARION OF SAINT GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR (TONE 4)

Since thouartaliberatorand deliverer of captives,
2@ help and support of the poor and needy, a
healing physician of the sick, a contender and
fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the
victory clad George; intercede with Christ God for
the salvation of our souls.
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KONTAKION OF THE FEAST OF ASCENSION (TONE 6)

When Thou didst fulfill Thy dispensation for our
sakes, uniting the terrestrials with the celestials,
Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God,
inseparable in space, but constant without
separation, and crying unto Thy beloved: | am
with you, and no one shall be against you.
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KONTAKION FOR THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON (TONE 8)
Only at Saint George Church in Cicero

To thee the champion leader, * | thy city offer
thanks of victory. * O Theotokos, thou who hast
delivered me from terror. * But as thou hast that
power which is invincible, * From all dangers set
me free and deliver me. That | may cry unto thee:
* Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

L el by &l iy *ady) 3allg L e La\ u_a\

* A Ga sl SAN el f.;sj *iaalai &
n Sl *uju\}@suﬂ\du\muﬁ
A Gugoe

EPISTLE READERS

English Arabic
Lillian Rihant TODAY Sandy Eseed
Azzam Barhoumeh Jun 4 Marwan Jamalieh

Fadel Khoury Jun 1 Faraj Shahrstan
Michael Moukheiber Jun18 Seham Imsaih
Alice Zayed Jun 25 Amanda Imseih




EPISTLE

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers.
For Thou art just in all Thou hast done to us.
The Reading from the Acts of the
Holy Apostles (20:16-18, 28-36)

In those days, Paul was determined to sail past
Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time
in Asia; for he was hastening, if possible, to be
at Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. And from
Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him
the priests of the church. And when they came
to him, he said to them: “Take heed to yourselves
and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has
made you bishops, to shepherd the church of the
Lord and God, which He purchased with His own
blood. Forlknow that after my departure ravenous
wolves will enter among you, not sparing the
flock; and from among your own selves will arise
men speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after them. Therefore, remain watchful,
remembering that for three years | did not cease
to admonish every one, night and day with tears.
And now, brethren, | commend you to God and
to the word of His grace, which is able to build
you up and to give you the inheritance among
all those who are sanctified. | coveted no one’s
silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know
that these hands ministered to my necessities,
and to those who were with me. In all things |
have shown you that by such laboring we ought
to help the weak, and to remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, how He Himself said: ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.” And when he
had spoken thus, he knelt down on his knees with

them all, and prayed.
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GOSPEL

The Reading of the Holy Gospel
according to Saint John (17:1-13)

At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come;
glorify Thy Son that the Son may glorify Thee,
since Thou hast given Him power over all flesh,
to give eternal life to all whom Thou hast given
Him. And this is eternal life, that they know
Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom
Thou hast sent. | glorified Thee on earth, having
accomplished the work which Thou gavest Me to
do; and now, Father, glorify Thou Me in Thy own
presence with the glory which | had with Thee
before the world was made. | have manifested
Thy Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out
of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest
them to Me, and they have kept Thy word. Now
they know that everything that Thou hast given
Me is from Thee; for | have given them the words
which Thou gavest Me, and they have received
them and know in truth that | came from Thee;
and they have believed that Thou didst send Me.
| am praying for them; | am not praying for the
world but for those whom Thou hast given Me, for
they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine are
Mine, and | am glorified in them. And now | am
no more in the world, but they are in the world,
and | am coming to Thee. Holy Father, keep them
in Thy Name, which Thou hast given Me, that they
may be one, even as We are one. While | was with
them, | kept them in Thy Name, which Thou have
given Me; | have guarded them, and none of them
is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture
might be fulfilled. But now | am coming to Thee;
and these things | speak in the world, that they

ﬂay have My joy fulfilled in themselves.”
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INSTEAD OF “WE HAVE SEEN THE TRUE LIGHT,”
SING TROPARION OF THE FEAST OF ASCENSION (TONE 4)

Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, U—\A)Sj c\_'\éj\ AL Le_\\ NV Gdeca 3
and gladdened Thy Disciples with the promise of : . ) oo -
the Holy Spirit, making them confident through Z\SJ_JL, \}Jz:,\ 3) ‘wﬁj\ ijj\ e 3 éjgzm‘)q
the blessing that Thou art the Son of God, and ) s o e s
Deliverer of the world. -(JL’J\ M\ ) o) Cul S

THE SYNAXARION

On May 28™ in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Hieromartyr Eutychios, bishop of
Melitene; and Martyr Heliconis of Thessalonica.

On this day, the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the first Ecumenical Council of the 318 God-
bearing Fathers, which took place in Nicaea in Bithynia.

O ye light-bearing stars of the spiritual firmament, enlighten my mind with your rays.
Calling the Son a stranger to the Father’s essence, Arius proved to be a stranger to God’s glory.

Arius, the notorious heretic, began to blaspheme against God and His Son the Word, saying that
the latter was not God consubstantial with the Father, but that He was created as a stranger to the
Substance of the Father and His glory. Alexander, the Archbishop of Alexandria, tried to constrain Arius
from disturbing the faithful with this teaching; even though Alexander excommunicated him, Arius did
not cease his blasphemy, which spread throughout the Church in all nations. Thus, Emperor Constantine
the Great called the First Ecumenical Council, which gathered bishops and teachers in the Church from all
lands. They all proclaimed, as by one mouth, the equality of the Son of God with the Father in Substance,
thus laying down the noble Confession of Faith, The Creed, which we Orthodox Christians recite to this
day. The Church regards these divine Fathers as preachers of the Faith next to the holy Apostles.

By the intercessions of the 318 God-bearing Fathers, O Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen.

[ once was lost, but noc MW”

A LOST AND FOUND BOX is in the Church Office.
If you find something, please bring it to the Office.

If you lost something, please check if it was turned in.
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Holy Bread Offered By: Coffee Hour Sponsors:

Today — Sdn. Youssef and Mary Today — Anonymous

Selim } Jun 4 — Dr. Sammy and Karen

Sat, Jun 3 — Yasmin Haddad and Family Nawas and Family

Jun 11 — Fatin Zayed and Family
Jun 18 — Michael and Diane

Jun 4 — Dr. Sammy and Karen Nawas

and Family [=]2
Moukheiber and
Jun 11 - Yasmin Haddad and Family Family
=]
— Fatin Zayed and Family Jun 25 — OPEN
Jun 18 — Michael and Diane
Moukheiber and Donate to
Family Your Church
Jun 25 - OPEN Today
BAPTISMS REMOVAL OF CROWNS
Jun 4 KARAM ALEXANDER, son of Tamer Jun 4 Dr. DANIEL and AMANDA (Asfour)
and Nadine Alhusari. Mseih.

Jun 18 JOSEPH ELIAS, son of Elias and
Jolis Shihelber MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS
Happy 98th Birthday to HANNA Shunnarah!
BLESSING OF RINGS

Today ERICK NORIEGCA and EILEEN RAYAHIN.

MEMORIALS

Jun1l  3-Year Memorial Service for TISAM

ZAYED, offered by Fatin Zayed and
WEDDINGS B

Last Dr. DANIEL, son of Mourice and Hanan Jun 18 1-Year Memorial Service for TRAJA
Sunday Mseih, and AMANDA, daughter of MOUKHEIBER, offered by Michael
Maher and Abeer Asfour. and Diane Mou-kheiber and family.

Are you offering CHURCH BREAD and
need NAMES REMEMBERED in the Liturgy?

Sign-Up online with the names by TUESDAY of that week
www.StGeorgeChi.org/holy-bread or scan QR-Code SCAN ME



https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/coffee-hour/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/donate/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May is Sunday School Month

Sun, May 28 -

Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
Choir Rehearsal

Sunday School Classes

Coffee Hour

Three Hierarchs Orthodox Christian High School Presentation (see

09. 26)

9:15 am

9:15 am

After Communion
After Liturgy
After Liturgy

Mon, May29 Memorial Day (Office closed)

Fri, Jun 2 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) General Assembly and Elections (see pg. 22) 7:30 pm
Sat, Jun 3 Divine Liturgy for Saturday of Souls followed by Blessing of 10:00 am
Graves (see pg. 39)
Great Vespers Service for the Great Feast of Pentecost 5:00 pm
Bible Bowl Study Session 6:00 pm
Sun,Jun 4 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy 9:15 am
+  Choir Rehearsal 9:15 am
Youth Choir Performance During Liturgy
Kneeling Service for the Great Feast of Pentecost During Liturgy
Sunday Shool Classes After Communion
Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Induction of Officers After Liturgy
Sunday School Recognition Sunday and End of Year Celebration After Liturgy
(see pg. 40)
Coffee Hour After Liturgy
Mon,Jun5 Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) Dinner (see pg. 36) 6:00 pm
Thu, Jun 8 Bible Bowl Study Session 6:00 pm
Vision and Development Committee Meeting 7:30 pm
Fri, Jun 9 Sunday School Staff Meeting and Appreciation Dinner 6:30 pm
Sat,Jun10  Annual Golf Outing (see pgs. 28-31) 10:00 am
Sun, Jun 1 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy 9:15 am
Choir Rehearsal 9:15 am
*  Annual Graduate Ceremony presented by The Order of Saint During Liturgy
lgnatius Cicero Chapter
Coffee Hour After Liturgy
«  Orientation for Teen SOYO Washington DC Pilgrimage After Liturgy
Mon-Thu, Summer Bible School (SBS)
Jun12-15
Mon, Jun12 Parish Council Officers’ Zoom Meeting 8:30 pm
Tue, Jun13  Parish Council Monthly Meeting 7:00 pm
Thu,Jun15 IT Committee Meeting 7:00 pm
Fri, Jun16 Teen SOYO Ceneral Assembly and Elections (see pgs. 24-25) 7:00 pm
Sat, Jun17 Diamond Jubilee Committee Meeting 10:00 am

Bible Bowl Study Session

3:00 pm
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Saint Ceorge Antiochian Orthodox Church 2023
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Commitment Form

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” —Joshua 4:15

STEP 1: Membership Information

Family Last Name: Membership Number:
Email Address Cell Phone Date of Birth Relationship First Name
Please PRINT legibly (Area + Number) (MM/DD/YYYY) (spouse child, self, etc.) Please PRINT legibly

Mailing Address:

Street (include Apt#) City/State Zip

Home Phone number: ( ) If married, Marriage Date: / /

STEP 2: Be a Steward! Share your Treasure with your 2023 Membership Commitment TODAY

Please consider “prayerfully and sincerely” your 2023 Membership
Commitment.

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” — Matthew 6:21

In gratitude for God’s blessings, I/we offer the following 2023 ‘WEEKLY’
Membership Commitment. Please Select:

[]s$25/Week [ $50/Week  [1$100/Week [ $200/Week [ Other $ /Week

STEP 3: payment Method

Please join the Membership Automatic Giving Program by scanning the QR Code
or
Submit Check to Church Office, payable to ‘Saint George Church’.

STEP 4 and STEP 5 on next page =

1220 South 60t Court, Cicero, IL 60804 * PHONE (708) 656-2927  Fax (708) 656-1166 ¢ Office@StGeorgeChi.org » www.StGeorgeChi.org/Membership
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church 2023
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Commitment Form

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

STEP 4: Be a Steward! Share your Time and Talent by volunteering for one or more of the

ministries below! To sign up, contact Church Office (708-656-2927 / Office@StGeorgeChi.org).

The Brotherhood of the Noble Joseph

e Holy Bread e Altar Servers e Chanters

e Epistle Reading e Choir e Ushers
Sunday School

e Youth Choir (Christmas Concert, ¢ Confession Program e Summer Bible School

seasonal performances, Liturgy) ¢ Creative Arts Festival e Summer Camping (AV and CSG-lowa)

Antiochian Women

e Children’s Relief Fund e Antiochian Family Ministry [with Antiochian

e Coffee Hour Men] (includes Young Couples, Elderly, Families)
e Moms and Tots

Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Teen SOYO

e Charity Center (Food, toiletries, clothes collection, recycling, etc.) e Junior Orthodox Youth (JOY)

e Food for Hungry People Program (FFHP) Coin Boxes

The Order of Saint Ignatius
e Order Grant (formerly H.I.P. program) e Educational Scholarship (Annual Graduation
e Camp Scholarship Ceremony)

Antiochian Men
e Jerusalem Bookstore e Antiochian Family Ministry [with Antiochian Women)] (includes
Young Couples, Elderly, Families)

Parish Council Committees

e Finance ¢ Ministry Coordination e Technology

e Fundraising e Qutreach e External Relations

e Human Resources e Property Management (Maintenance, e Vision and Development

o Legal Beautification, Property Usage) e Visitors/Members Appreciation

e  Membership

STEP 5: Please sign below

By signing this form, | commit myself / family as a Member of Saint George Church.

Signature: Print Name: Date: /__/

Please note: For the General Assembly voting privilege in 2024, this form must be completed and 2023 commitment fulfilled.

a CONFIDENTIAL: Saint George Church takes your privacy seriously. This information is strictly used by authorized personnel only.

For office use only Received by: Date entered: [/

1220 South 60t Court, Cicero, IL 60804 * PHONE (708) 656-2927 » FaXx (708) 656-1166 * Office@StGeorgeChi.org » www.StGeorgeChi.org/Membership
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church
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Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

“Where your treasure is, there will
Automatic Giving Program your heart be also." Matthew 6:21

e Complete the online Membership Form at www.stgeorgechi.org/membership
e Complete the form below or sign-up online at www.stgeorgechi.org/give

What is the Automatic Giving Program?
The Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church Automatic Giving Program utilizes electronic funds to provide

you with a timely, accurate, and convenient method to satisfy your Membership Giving. The program is voluntary,
convenient, and confidential.

Member Information

First Name Cell Phone
Last Name Email Address
Address

City State, Zip

Financial Information

Bank Account Information (Recommended) Credit Card Information
Routing No. Credit Card No:
Account No Email Address
Bank Name Expiration Date MM,/DD Sec Code
[ Cover processing fees as well ($0.30 + 1% of amount) [ Cover processing fees as well ($0.30 + 2.7% of amount)

By signing this form, | (we) authorize Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church of Cicero, IL hereinafter referred to as “Saint
George” to initiate debit entries to my (our) checking account indicated above and the bank named above, hereinafter
referred to as “Bank”, to debit the same such account.

Monthly Amount | $ Debit Date (check one) | [ ] 15t Day of the Month | [] Last Day of the Month

Signature: Print Name: Date:_ /_ /
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Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

“Where your treasure is, there will
Membershlp G1V1ng FAQs your heart be also." Matthew 6:21

e For more FAQs, please scan the QR Code —

What is Church Membership Giving? SCAN ME

Church is not a place you go to...it is a Family you belong to! Baptized and Chrismated Orthodox
Christians over the age of 18 at Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church in Cicero, Illinois, are
invited to commit and belong to the Church Family by offering their time, talent, and treasure!

How do | sign-up to become a Church Member?

All Antiochian Orthodox Christians calling Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church in Cicero,
[llinois, their Orthodox Spiritual Home can sign-up to be a Church Member by completing the
online Membership Form on the Church Website at the link above or by scanning the QR Code
above. The form will require you to submit your contact information and financial commitment.

What is the Automatic Giving Program?

Within Membership Giving, you are highly encouraged to sign-up for the Automatic Giving
Program which utilizes electronic funds to provide you with a timely, accurate, and convenient
method to satisfy your Membership Giving. The program is voluntary, convenient, and
confidential.

If | sign-up to become a Church Member, does that make me a Voting
Member?

Yes! Voting Members are those who sign-up as Church Members, attend services regularly, and
fulfill their time, talent, and treasure commitments.

How is my Financial Commitment used?

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church in Cicero, Illinois, relies mainly on Membership
Giving. The Church is committed to approximately $46,000 per month in expenses, which
includes (but is not limited to) education, charity work, maintenance, utilities, Liturgical supplies,
salaries, insurance, beautification, technology, and office supplies.

For more FAQs, please scan the QR Code above.
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox
Church, Cicero, IL

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
Very Reverend Father Fouad Saba, Pastor

YAF

May 3, 2023

Dear Members of YAF,
Christ 1s Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!

We hope this letter finds you well. This letter is to inform you of the Annual General Assembly
Meeting and Elections for the Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) to be held on Friday, June 2, 2023, at
7:30 p.m. in the Orthodox Club (NADI).

At this YAF General Assembly Meeting, the last meeting of the term, all members in good standing will
be able to hear reports on the progress of the organization and participate in discussion on how to enhance
the work which YAF does for the Glory of God!

However, the highlight of the meeting will be the Election of the Officers for the 2023-2024 term. The
positions include: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Outreach Officer. If any young

adult (college age and up — 18+) is interested in running for any of these positions, please contact Father
Saba, Natalie Massih, or Miriam Haddad by Friday, May 26, 2023.

Per the Constitution, only members in good standing, both spiritually and financially, will be eligible to
be nominated or vote on all decisions including Elections in the General Assembly Meeting. However,
all are welcome to attend the meeting.

The Nominating Committee will receive nominations until Friday, May 26, 2023. A member of the
Committee will then speak with the person nominated to get their acceptance (you can nominate
yourself). Per the Constitution, there will be NO nominations accepted from the floor of the meeting
on June 2, 2023.

We look forward to a great meeting! See you all there! Until then, we remain

Yours in Christ,

V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba Yazen Falkthourc Jeanctte #abask
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba Yazen Fakhouri Jeanette Habash
Pastor Director of Youth Programs YAF President

1220 South 60th Court, Cicero, IL 60804
Phone (708) 656-2927 Fax (708) 656-1166 Office@StGeorgeChi.orq www.StGeorgeChi.org




B 16 THEGE HOLY YouTits

MON-THU,
JUN 12-15

FRI, JUL 7

SAT,AUGES

Junior Orthodox

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Youth (J.0.Y.)

Markyourlcalendar™

Summer Bible School

Bonfire, Dinner, and Spiritual-Talk.on
the “Seven Days of Creation”

Viespers, Dinner, and Spiritual Talk on
thelfeast of Transfiguration

A MINISTRY OF TEEN SOYO FOR AGES 9-12
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, I1.

Teen SOYO

Dﬂa[?[tz youricalendar:®

ERI, JUN 16 Dinner and Elections

SUN, JUN'18  /nduction of 2023-2024 Officers

MON-WED, Washington DC Trip

WED-SUN;, Parish Life Conference! (Bible Bowl
JUNR28-JUL 21 gnd Oratorical Contest)x@ak.Brook, IL

ALL TEENS (ALB=1L)) W ELE@MIE!
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Church, Cicero, IL

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
Very Reverend Father Fouad Saba, Pastor

Teen SOYO

May 17, 2023

Dear Members of Teen SOYO,
Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!

We hope this letter finds you well. This letter is to inform you of the Annual General Assembly
Meeting and Elections for the Teen SOYO to be held on Friday, June 16, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. at the
home of Dr. Sammy and Karen Nawas.

At this Teen SOYO General Assembly Meeting, the last meeting of the term, all members in good
standing will be able to hear reports on the progress of the organization and participate in discussion on
how to enhance the work which Teen SOYO does for the Glory of God!

However, the highlight of the meeting will be the Election of the Officers for the 2023-2024 term. The
positions include: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Outreach Officer. If any teenager
(ages 13-18) is interested in running for any of these positions, please contact Father Saba, Michael
Massih, or Sarah Alamir by Friday, June 9, 2023.

Per the Constitution, only members in good standing, both spiritually and financially, will be eligible to
be nominated or vote on all decisions including Elections in the General Assembly Meeting. However,
all are welcome to attend the meeting.

The Nominating Committee will receive nominations until Friday, June 9, 2023. A member of the
Committee will then speak with the person nominated to get their acceptance (you can nominate
yourself). Per the Constitution, there will be NO nominations accepted from the floor of the meeting
on June 16, 2023.

We look forward to a great meeting! See you all there! Until then, we remain

Yours in Christ,

V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba Yazen Fabtioari Aevandna (Conopeotis
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba Yazen Fakhouri Alexandra Conopeotis
Pastor Director of Youth Programs SOYO President

1220 South 60th Court, Cicero, IL 60804
Phone (708) 656-2927 Fax (708) 656-1166 Office@StGeorgeChi.org www.StGeorgeChi.org
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Mission

Our mission is to educate and cultivate students’ relationships with God, their neighbors, and the world around them in a

P

3[M Three
Hierarchs

Orthodox Christian High School

Admissions for the 2023-2024 School Year is Ongoing!

Only 8 spots left with full tuition waivers!

>>> SUNDAY, MAY 28, 2023 <<<

A school representative will be available after Liturgy
for more information.

supportive Orthodox Christian environment that nurtures their spiritual and intellectual formation.

Vision

Our school provides students with a strong foundation in the Orthodox Christian faith, a Christ-centered approach, and an

advanced academic curriculum resulting in graduates ready to enter the world as well-rounded future leaders.

Distinctives of a Three Hierarchs Education:

Orthodox-Centered School
Liturgical Services

Multilingual Curriculum
Advanced Curriculum
Individualized Instruction
Challenging and Engaging Courses
College and Career Planning
Monthly Academic, Cultural, and
Religious Field Trips
Project-Based Learning

Socratic Seminars

Electives and Extra-Curricular Activities:

Art: History and Iconography
Chanting

Cultural and Religious Baking and
Cooking

Cultural Dancing

Drama: Creation, Performance and
Setting

Student Interest Organizations
Yearbook

7429 N. Milwaukee Avenue
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Niles, IL 60714

Email: threehierarchsochs@gmail.com
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
Very Reverend Father Fouad Saba, Pastor

Antiochian Women

May 12, 2023

Dear Members of the Antiochian Women,
Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!

We hope this letter finds you well. This letter is to inform you of the Annual General Assembly Meeting and
Elections for the Antiochian Women (AW) to be held on Sunday, June 25, 2023, at 12:30 p.m. in the Church
Library.

At this Antiochian Women General Assembly Meeting, the last meeting of the term, all members in good standing
will be able to hear reports on the progress of the organization and participate in discussion on how to enhance
the work which Antiochian Women does for the Glory of God!

However, the highlight of the meeting will be the Election of the Officers for the 2023-2024 term. The positions
include: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Public Relations. If any woman (age 18+) is
interested in running for any of these positions, please contact the Nominating Committee by Sunday, June 18,
2023. The members of the Nominating Committee are Father Saba, Cindy Fakhoury, and Samar Rihani.

Per the Constitution, only members in good standing, both spiritually and financially, will be eligible to be
nominated or vote on all decisions including Elections in the General Assembly Meeting. However, all are
welcome to attend the meeting.

The Nominating Committee will receive nominations until Sunday, June 18, 2023. A member of the Committee
will then speak with the person nominated to get their acceptance (you can nominate yourself). Per the
Constitution, there will be NO nominations accepted from the floor of the meeting on Sunday, June 25, 2023.

The Antiochian Women Membership Dues are $30.00 annually for each member. If you haven’t already done
s0, please see the Antiochian Women Treasurer, Kathy Kahoush, or pay online at www.StGeorgeChi.org/Pay, to
submit your dues prior to the meeting date. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any one of the
Officers.

We look forward to a great meeting! See you all there! Until then, we remain

Yours in Christ,

V. Zev. Frn. Fouad Saba Aeer Raré

V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba Abeer Kari
Pastor AW President

1220 South 60th Court, Cicero, IL 60804
Phone (708) 656-2927 « Fax (708) 656-1166 « Office@StGeorgeChi.org * www.StGeorgeChi.org
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St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital

GOLF OUTING

Golfing for a purpose
June 10 - Cantigny Golf Course - Wheaton,ll

SATURDAY,
JUNE 10TH

CANTIGNY GOLF COURSE RAFFLE
27W270 MACK RD, WHEATON, IL &

On-Course
REGISTRATION & CHECK IN: 11:00A M EXperienceS

BRUNCH& PROGRAM: 11:30AM
SHOT GUN START
AWARDS, RAFFLE DRAWING, AND COCKTAILS

$600 PER FOURSOME*

INDIVIDUAL SPOTS AVAILBLE BY REQUEST ONLY

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE

PORTION OF PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT ST. JUDE
CHILDREN'S RESEARCH HOSPITAL
Purchase your
tickets and
here to

register " SponSOFShip_S
online!



http://www.stgeorgechi.org/golf

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Golf Outing

Golfing for a purpose

1220 South 60™ Court
Cicero, IL 60804
(708) 656-2927

Office@StGeorgeChi.org
www.StGeorgeChi.org

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church
22" Annual Golf Outing

RAFFLE

| 7S

. ,® p\“;/' 1y TS
PORTION OF PROFITS TO BENEFIT /LS{ESI:;‘QCEELZIS:‘:] S

GRAND PRIZE: WEEKEND GETAWAY! INCLUDES: 3-DAY, 2-NIGHT STAY AT KALAHAR| RESORT, UNLIMITED
WATER PARK PASSES FOR 4, $100 ARCADE CREDIT, $100 MEAL CREDIT (51,200 VALUE)

2"° PRIZE: Sox vs CuBS GAME! INCLUDES: 2 TICKETS, TRANSPORTATION, $100 FOOD & DRINK
VOUCHER (51,000 VALUE)

3™ PRIZE: DATE NIGHT OUT! INCLUDES: DINNER FOR 2 AT CAPITAL GRILLE, TRANSPORTATION,
ZANIES COMEDY CLUB FOR 2 + $50 DRINK VOUCHER ($1,000 VALUE)

$25 per ticket / 5 tickets for $100

Drawing on Saturday, June 10, 2023 during After-Golf Social
(winner need not be present to win)

To Purchase Raffle Tickets...
e Scan the QR Code
» Contact Church Office: Office@StGeorgeChi.org or
708.656.2927
Contact Golf Outing Committee: Golf@StGeorgeChi.org SCAN ME
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Sponsorships

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church
Quusaghll aslaill gugangly i)l duis

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

HIGHLIGHT YOUR COMPANY, BUSINESS, OR FAMILY'S COMMITMENT TO

CHILDREN'S HEALTH AND BUILDING OUR COMMUNITY

GOLFING FOR

A PURPOSE

Premier

$20,000

Saint George Church is committed to supporting

local and
fundraising

national
efforts.

This vyear,

nonprofits
Saint

through
Jude

Children's Research Hospital will be the charity
of choice for our 22nd Annual Golf Outing.

Presenting
$10,000

Platinum

8 Golf outing tickets

Promo material in golf bags
Premier banner position
Acknowledgement

during brunch
Advertisement in

golf program

Weekly Bulletin recognition
Company recognition on the
1st, 9th, & 18th hole
Weekly social media "Shout
Out"
Weekly email blasts

Corporate

$3,500

8 Golf outing tickets

Promo material in golf bags
Highlighted banner position
Acknowledgement

during brunch
Advertisement in

golf program

Weekly Bulletin recognition
Company recognition on the
1st, 9th, & 18th hole

Weekly social media "Shout
Out"

Weekly email blasts

$5,000

4 Golf outing tickets

Promo material in golf bags
Spotlighted banner
position

Advertisement in

golf program

Weekly Bulletin recognition
Weekly social media "Shout
Out"

Weekly email blasts

4 Golf outing tickets

Promo material in golf bags
Spotlighted banner position
Recognition in golf program
Weekly Bulletin recognition
Recognition

on church website

Web link on sponsor page

Promo material in golf bags
Spotlighted banner position
Recognition in golf program
Weekly Bulletin recognition
Recognition

on church website

Web link on sponsor page

Brunch table tents
Spotlighted banner position
Recognition in golf program
Weekly Bulletin recognition
Recognition

on church website

Web link on sponsor page

Recognition on church website
Recognition in Weekly Bulletin

Beverage e Logo on beverage cart
$600 - limited spots » Table tents at bar

Scan

e Spotlighted banner position

here to
register
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, 1L

Golf Outing

Golfing for a purpose

Sponsors
Platinum

¢ Diamond Property Consulting ® Yasmin and Darlene N. Haddad e LLT Group

— Elias and Maggie Akkari and * Naheel Rantisi, Attorney at Law
Family ® Ready Networks LLC —Sam
Barhoumeh

e Anton J. Fakhouri, M.D., MidAmerica ¢ Dr. and Mrs. Ghassan Aldurra and Family
Orthopaedics ¢ JR’s Creative Landscaping

¢ Hartwig Mechanical, Inc. ¢ Michael and Diane Moukheiber and Family

¢ In memory of Matuk and Rimona Rantisi e Security Camera Connect

e Mansour and Wafa Rayan ¢ Eddy and Evelyn Shaheen and Family

e Rita’s Liquors, Inc. ¢ Raed and Reem Sweiss and Family

e Sprout Pediatric Dentistry ¢ Topel Forman L.L.C.

¢ USA Plumbing and Sewer Services e Malik Zayed D.P.M.

e Subdeacon Nasser and Alice Zayed and Family

e Anonymous ¢ Family Defense and Carry —Steve e Tea & T—Suhail and Jomana

¢ Bradish Associates Saba and Family Fakhouri

¢ George and Donna Conopeotis ~ ® Hann Funeral Home ¢ Fady and Jenna Mseih and Family
and Family ¢ Dr. Walid and Randa Kandah e Yellow Truck Moving

® The Deli at 700 — Daoud and ¢ Kareem and Dina Khoury and * Mazen, Juwana, Alexandra and
Hania Kahoush Family/DRW Daniella Zanayed

* Diamond Car Wash ® ProEm ¢ Samir, Lena, Natalie, Stephanie

¢ DPS Automotive * Protégé Investments and Amelia Zayed

e Syl Pro Electric e Dr. Ziad Zayed

Beverage
* Michael and Sandra Barbariand e Edward Jones — Victor and Jackie e Prosource Wholesale and

Family Imreibe and Family Flooring — Richard Akel
e Scott Cimo with Professional ¢ Imad and Maha Khoury e Ramallah Club
Wealth Advisors * Mraibie and Associates ¢ Ramallah Jewelry — Elias and Lina
¢ Dawani Foundation ¢ Northern Insurance Advisors — Mseeh
e |llinoisHomeRealty—VictorN.Mitry ~ Azzam and Norma Barhoumeh ¢ Team Automotive
¢ Rosalie Hoffman ¢ Michael Anthony’s Pizzeria
Restaurant
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CELEBRATING
6 0 @;ARS!

BENEFITTING THE ‘FUTURE FUND’

WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 4-8, 2023

WEEKEND SCHEDULE OF EVENTS AND
FormaL BaLL INVITATION TO FoLLow

32



Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
Metropolitan Antony Bashir Memorial Scholarship
2023

Purpose of the Scholarship:
Scholarships are awarded to Orthodox youth of the Antiochian Archdiocese who have resided

within the Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest for at least one year prior to awarding of the
scholarship. Scholarships will be awarded to undergraduate students showing outstanding
commitment to and involvement in their church community.

Scholarship Awards:
Rather than make the selection based solely on academic achievement or financial need, a

board of judges has the duty of selecting scholarship recipients primarily on the student’s life in
the church. Judges will be using a personal essay, an evaluation from a parish priest, a
recommendation from a fellow parishioner, and involvement in parish activities. Grades and
test scores will be given minimal consideration. Four $1,000 scholarships will be awarded at the
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest Parish Life Conference in June 2023.

Please confirm your application includes all the following prior to submission, as only complete
applications will be considered for awards:
€ Completed application, typed or printed
€ Short essay
€ Church and School Activities form
€ Church Member Endorsement form, emailed from them
This may be someone who served as your church school teacher, SOYO advisor, mentor, or
someone you grew up with at church that knows your character and involvement.
€ Parish Priest Endorsement form, emailed from them
This may be your home parish priest, or priest from the church you attend while at school.

Submit applications via email by June 1%, 2023 to:
antonybashirscholarship@gmail.com For Application,

Subject Line: Applicant’s Name Scan QR Code

Please direct any questions to antonybashirscholarship@gmail.com



https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments/2023%20Midwest%20-%20Bashir%20Scholarship.docx%20%281%29.pdf

Diocese of Toledo & 1he Midwes+

Parish Life
Conference 2023

J{Avne 2.5th - July 2nd

Hosted by S+ WMary Orthodox Chiureh
Palos Heights, TL

Double Tree - Oak Brook, TL
Book your $A4 room today!

(+ Free parkingl) Click here or scan
to book your room!

Join us for a PLC iucluding divive

services, our aninal Bible Bowl
L & Oratorical, guest speakers
Click here or scan for everyone, fun evening events,
to register for the PLC! daytime activities and more!

Young Adult ; Christian Ed.
Speaker: Speaker: Speaker: Speakers: Speaker:
Fr. WMark Mother Fr. Jeremy Cyvthia Pamaskos Bob

Hagan Gabriella Davis Wolly Sabourin Snyder
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o0Oth Biennial Antiochian Archdiocese Convention

July 23-30, 2023
St. George - Phoenix, AZ
www.ac2023az.org #ac2023az

=]
2
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http://ac2023az.org

COC MNMC

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN

Saints Peter and Paul
Greek Orthodox Church

1401 Wagner Road | Glenview, IL 60025

Monday, June 5

Doors open 6 PM Dinner 7 PM

Come and learn about OCMC's missionary
efforts around the world. Hear the latest
happenings from the mission field and
how you can answer Christ's call to
"go and make disciples of all nations."

Featuring Keynote Speaker:

$40 request per person His Grace
Table reservation are for 8 people. Bishop NEOF'TOS
(Proceeds to benefit missions in Northern
Kenya as well as the work of the Orthodox of Eldoret and Northern Kenya

Christian Mission Center around the world.)

Questions? Please contact: Register online EI

MTC via phone at (317) 709-0168 or H
email at MissionTeamChicago@gmail.com or by mall
OCMC Staff at events@ocmc.org by May 31!

Please register or donate at www.ocmc.org/MTC-Dinner or via the QR code



http://www.ocmc.org/MTC-Dinner
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FATHER"SABA"onalSUMMER INIGHT

fielfa

BIBLE STUDY andfHOME BLESSINGI!

(weeknlightstopen)

INVITE YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS'

10 ReeUEst & SUmmeEr Night, pleeseceniEeiElE
ChluchOfficeR(708)I65652927 01 Office @StGearngeChi.org

37



Saint George Antiochian:
Orthodox Church

Cicero, IL

Become a MEMBER of Saint George Church

SCAN ME

SUBSCRIBE to the Email and Text Blasts

SCAN ME

DONATE Holy Bread

SCAN ME

SPONSOR Coffee Hour

SCAN ME

TITHE with Zelle/Quick Pay

SCAN ME

e ©¢ ©¢ ¢ ¢ 0 0 ¢ ©¢ ©¢ 0 0 0 © ©¢ ©¢ 0 0 © © o o o
38



Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

SaturdayvioisSouls
SaturdaysiMay2 1 andiune 382023

10:00am Liturgy followed by Memorial Service

To remember your departed loved ones on the Saturday of Souls,
please submit names of your departed loved ones to
Office@StGeorgeChi.org BY Thursday, May 25, 2023.

Father Saba will Visit these Local Cemeteries:
To add another Cemetery to the list, contact the Church Office at office@StGeorgeChi.org

MAY 27TH JUNE 3RD
Arlington Cemetery Acacia Cemetery
Assumption Cemetery All Saints Cemetery
Bethania Cemetery Elmwood Cemetery
Good Shepherd Cemetery Maryhill Catholic Cemetery
Holy Sepulcher Cemetery Mount Olive Cemetery
Queen of Heaven Cemetery Ridgewood Memorial Park. Cemetery
Wheaton Cemetery Rosehill Cemetery
Saint Adalbert Memorial Park
Town of Maine Cemetery

To meet Father Saba\at the grav! of your Iﬁ/ed one, please
cont@et the Church Office at Office@StGeorgeCi.org.




Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

SUNDAY SCHOOL RECOGNITION DAY
- i . .

o el SUNDAY, JUNE H=ie e
_ _j;/\MEDlA‘\'ELY FOLLOWING L.’LTUR’@ |

~ «tOCHIAN 0.
g @2“(}1{{0, ILL] NOOI§

d/44 0

Last Day of Sunday School and Recognition of
SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF and STUDENTS
for a Fabulous and Fruitful 2022-2023 School Year!

Celebrate the end of the journey through the New Testament!
Please come thank God for this year together and o celebrate new
friendships as well as all that was \earned!




