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Welcome to Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church! 
This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church. The Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Church belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition, which 
express the continued commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  
Receiving Holy Communion in this Church is to adhere and commit to the One True Church, the Orthodox Church.
Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your name(s) to the Ushers and introduce yourself 
to Father Saba at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.

Welcome! Ahlan wa Sahlan! ���� � ����!!أهلا و سهلا

OFFICE HOurS:
Monday–Friday: 8:30 am–5:00 pm

Saturday: By Appointment

Sunday: Closed

WEEKLy SErVICES SCHEduLE:
Saturdays:  Great Vespers as announced
Sundays:  9:15am Orthros (Matins) and
10:20am Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
Confession by Appointment

BrOTHErHOOd OF THE nOBLE JOSEPH:
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, PASTOR

V. Rev. Fr. Gabriel Coronel, ASSISTANT PRIEST

Dn. George Nassief
Dn. John Zayed
Dn. Moses Bynum
Sdn. Mazen Khalifeh
Sdn. Raymond Antypas
Sdn. Youssef Selim
Sdn. Mazen Rihani
Protopsaltis Jameel Haddad, CHANTER

Chadi Karam, CHANTER / BYZANTINE CHOIR DIRECTOR

Matthew Ablan, CHANTER

Faraj Shahrstan, CHANTER

Trevor Lenhart, CHOIR DIRECTOR

Ryan McMahon, HEAD USHER

All Choir Members, Ushers, & Acolytes

CHurCH OFFICE:
Veronica Egan, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

Samar Rihani, ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY

Holly Goljic, GRAPHIC DESIGNER

1220 South 60th Court
Cicero, Illinois  60804
PHONE: (708) 656-2927
FAX: (708) 656-1166
EMAIL: Office@StGeorgeChi.org
WEBSITE: www.StGeorgeChi.org

2026 ParISH COunCIL:
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, PRESIDING OFFICER
Karen Nawas, CHAIRLADY
Eddy Shaheen, VICE-CHAIRMAN
Victor Imreibe, SECRETARY
Amir Rihani, TREASURER
George Conopeotis, FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Elias Akkari, MEMBER
Fares Bannourah, MEMBER
Sandra Barbari, MEMBER
Maher Eseed, MEMBER
Jeries Kahoush, MEMBER
Michael Moukheiber, MEMBER
Suhail Qumri, MEMBER
Mina Rantisi, MEMBER
Joseph Rihani, MEMBER
Alexandra Zanayed, MEMBER

EX-OFFICIO MEMBErS:
Abeer Kari, ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN
Nina Ghanayem, YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP (YAF)
Angelina Imseeh, TEEN SOYO
Darlene N. Haddad, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE
Eli Haig, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE
Mansour Rayan, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE / 

HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER

EX-OFFICIO nOn-VOTInG MEMBErS:
V. Rev. Fr. Gabriel Coronel, CLERGY
Dn. George Nassief, CLERGY
Dn. John Zayed, CLERGY
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Jeries Kahoush, ANTIOCHIAN MEN (A-MEN)

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church

كّنيســة القديــس جاورجيوس الانطاكّية الارثوذكّســية
The Most Reverend Metropolitan SABASABA, PrimatePrimate

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
The Right Reverend Archimandrite Jeremy DavisJeremy Davis, Archiepiscopal VicarArchiepiscopal Vicar

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
The Very Reverend Father Fouad SabaFouad Saba, PastorPastor

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26
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Glory to Thee, who has shown us the Light. Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will among men.
We praise thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy 
great glory.
O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty; 
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and 
the Holy Spirit.
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on 
us, thou that takest away the sins of the world.
Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.
For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, O 
Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father. Amen.
Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise Thy 
Name forever; yea, forever and ever.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without 
sin.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers, and 
praised and glorified be Thy Name forever. Amen.
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we do put 
our hope in thee.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. 
(thrice) 
Lord, Thou hast been our refuge in all generations. 
I said: Be merciful unto me; heal my soul, for I 
have sinned against Thee.
Lord, I have fled unto Thee: teach me to do Thy 
will, for Thou art my God.
For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light 
shall we see light.
O continue Thy lovingkindness unto them that 
know Thee.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us. (thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit.
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us.

THE GREAT DOXOLOGY
ْـدُُ للهِِ فــي الــعَلَاءِِ،  ِـرََ النــور، المََ�ج ْـدُُ ل�َـكََ يــا مُُظ�ه المََ�ج

ضِِ اـسََّللامُُ، وـفـي النـّـاسِِ المََسـرَّّة وعـلـى الأْرْ
ِـنْْ  ْـكُُرُُكََ م� ّـدُكََُ، نََ�ش جُُْدُُ ل�َـكََ نُمََُجِّّج ّ�بَِّحُُكََ نُبُــارِِكُُكََ، نَس� نُس�

دِِْك أـجـلِِ عظـيـمِِ جََلالِِ مََـج
بُُّّرَّ المََل�ــكُُ، الس�مَاويُُّ، الإلــهُُ، الآبُُ الضا�بِـطُُ  أيُّهُــا الــ
الــكُُلّّ. أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإ�بنُُْ الوََحيــدُُ، يا يَسَــوعُُ المََســيحُُ، 

وـيـا أيُّـُهـا اـرّّلوحُُ القُــدُسُ
لَََ اللهِِ يا ابــنََ الآبِِ، يــا رافِِعََ  أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإلــهُُ، يــا حََم�

يـا رافِِعََ خََطاـيـا العالَمَ ـْمْنـا، ـ حََْرْ خطيـئـةِِ العاـ�لـمِِ ا
الآبِِ  ييمــنِِ  عََــنْْ  الجال�ـِسُُ  أيُّهُــا  تَضَََرُُّعََنــا  ْلَْ  تَقَبـ�

ـْمْـنا حََْرْ وا
ــدَكَََ الــرََّبُُّ  دُُّوُسٌٌ، أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ ــدَكَََ �قـ َكََ أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ لأنـ�

ـدِِْ اللهِِ الآبِِ، آمــني يَـَـسوعُُ المََــيسحُُ، ــفي مََـجْ
دَِِ،  ــى الأ�ب ــمََكََ إل ــ�بِِّحُُ اسْْ ــارِِكُُكََ، وأُسََُ َـومٍٍ أُبُ ــي كُُ�لِِّ ي� ف

دَ دَِِ الأـب لـى أـب وإـ
فَظَََ في هذا اليَوَمِِ بِِغيِِر خََطةٍٍئي. ْلْنا يا رََبُُّ أنْْ نُْحْ أ�هِِّ

ــدٌٌ  ــبَّحٌٌَ ومُُمََجََّ ــا، وََمُُسََ ــهََ آبائِِن ــا رََبُُّ إل ْـتََ ي ــارََكٌٌ أن� مُُب
ني دِِب، آمـ لـى الأـ مُُْكََ إـ اسـْ

مََتُكََُ علَْيْنا، كََمِِثْلِِْ ا�تِِّكالِِنا عََكيل. لِِتَكَُُنْْ يا رََبُُّ رََْحْ
ني حُُقوقَكَ. )ثلاثاًً( مُُبارََكٌٌ أْنْتََ يا رََبُُّ عََ�لِِّْمْ

تُُْ  ْـتََ لنــا فــي يجــلٍٍ ويجــلٍٍ، أنــا ل�ق يــا رََبُُّ مََجْلْــأًً كُُن�
تُُْ  ــد خََطِِئ� ــي ق ْـفِِ نَفَســي لأنَّنَ ــي وا�ش ن حََْرْْمْ ــا رََبُُّ ا ي

إلـكي
ـلَََ رضــاكََ،  م�ْعْ نــي أنْْ أ يــا رََبُُّ إليــكََ لجــأتُُ فَعََ�لِِّْمْ

هـي وََُ إلـ نـتََ هـ َـكََ أـ لأـن
لأنََّ مِِنْْ قِِبَلَِِكََ عنََْيْ اليحاةِِ، وبِِنورِِكََ عناينُُ النور.

مََتَكَََ على الذين يرِِعفونَكَََ. فاسُُبْطْ رََْحْ
�قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ القــويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يمــوتُُ 

نــا. )ثلاثــاًً( ارحََْمْ
دُُ لِِلآبِِ والإنِِب والرّّوحِِ القُدُُسُِِ. المََْجْ

رِِْهْ الداهِِرينََ، آنيم. الآنََ وكُُلََّ أوانٍٍ وإلى دَ
نا. قُدُّوّسٌٌ الذي لا يَمَوتُُ ارحََْمْ

َـويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يَمَــوتُُ  �قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الق�
ـْمْنـا حََْرْ ا
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TODAY’S LITURGY INSERTS

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE GOSPEL BOOK
كََْرْْعْ لِِْلْمََسحِيِ، مََلِِكِِنا وإلهِِنا. خََ�لِِّصْْنا يا  جُُْسْْدْ ونَ هََلُمُّّوا لِِنَ

انََْبْ الله، يا مََنْْ قامََ مِِنْْ بَيَْْنِِ الأموات، لِِنُرََُ�تِِّلََ لَكَََ. هََلِِلوييا

Come, let us worship, and fall down before Christ. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the Who art risen from the 
deaddead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

TROPARION OF SAINT GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN (TONE 1)
مْارََ لاهوتِِكََ الرعايََّئ غََلَبَََ أبواقََ الخُُطََباء. فَقََْدْ  إنََّ مِِزْ
نُُْسْ اللّكتم  مْعْاقِِ الروحِِ وأُضُِِفََي لكََ حُُ بَحَََثْتََْ في أ
فَتََشَََفَّْعْ إلى المسحِيِ الإله، يا أبانا رغيغوريوس، في 

فنوسِِنا. خلاصِِ 

The shepherd’s pipe of thy theology conquered 
the trumpets of the philosophers; for since thou 
didst search out the depths of the Spirit, beauty 
of speech was added to thee. But intercede with 
Christ God, O Father Gregory, that our souls be 
saved.

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST (TONE 1)
دَعَََ  تَْسْْوْ امُُْلْ قَدََّسَََ  لِِْوْدِِهِِ  بِِمََ مََنْْ  يا  الإلهُُ،  المََسيحُُ  أيُّهُا 
عْمْانََ كََما لاقََ، وأرََْدْكََنا الآنََ  ِ، وبارََكََ يَدََْيْ سِِ البَتَولِِ�يِّ
وأ�يِِّدِِ  الحُُروبِِ،  في  بِِسََلامٍٍ  رََعِِيَّتََكَََ  فَْظْ  إْحْ وخََلَّصَََنا؛ 

دَْحْكَََ مُُحِِبٌٌّ لِِبَْلْشَََر. ، بِِما أنَّكَََ وََ بَْحْتَْبْهَُُْمْ المُُلوكََ الذينََ أ

Thou Who didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb by Thy 
birth, and didst bless Simeon’s hands as was meet, 
by anticipation hast even now saved us, O Christ 
God. But grant peace in the midst of wars unto 
Thy commonwealth and strengthen the hierarchs 
whom Thou hast loved, O only Friend of man.

TROPARION OF SAINT GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR (TONE 4)
ولفُلقَُرَاءِِ  ومُُتِعِقٌٌ،  مُُحََر�ر  لسُُأملورينََ  أنَّكَََ  مبا 
والمََسََانِِيك عاضِِدٌٌ ونَاَصِِرٌٌ وللمََضََرى طببٌٌي وشََافٍٍ 
في  العظمُُي  أيها  ومُُحََارِِبٌٌ  مُُكافِِحٌٌ  المؤمِِننََي  وعنِِ 
الشُُدهاءِِ جاوريجوسُُ اللآبِِسُُ الظََفَرَ تَشَََفَّعَ إلى المسحِيِ 

الإلهِِ في خََلاصِِ نُفُُوُسِِنا.

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives,  
a help and support of the poor and needy, a 
healing physician of the sick, a contender and 
fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the 
victory clad George; intercede with Christ God for 
the salvation of our souls.

THE SYNAXARION

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 8)
ِ يا مُُتَحَََ�نِّنِ، وقَبَِِْلْتََ الدَّنََْفْ ذا الثَّلَاثَةَِِ  تََْرْ مِِنََ العُ�وِّل احََْنْدَ
يا  حََياتَنَا وقِِيامََتَنََاَ،  فَيَا  مِِنََ الآلامِِ،  تُتِْعِْقَنَا  لِِكََْيْ  الأيّاّم، 

دُُ لك. رََبُُّ المََْجْ

From the heights Thou didst descend, O 
compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the 
three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from 
passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O 
Lord, glory to Thee.

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 8)
ِ يا مُُتَحَََ�نِّنِ، وقَبَِِْلْتََ الدَّنََْفْ ذا الثَّلَاثَةَِِ  تََْرْ مِِنََ العُ�وِّل احََْنْدَ
يا  حََياتَنَا وقِِيامََتَنََاَ،  فَيَا  مِِنََ الآلامِِ،  تُتِْعِْقَنَا  لِِكََْيْ  الأيّاّم، 

دُُ لك. رََبُُّ المََْجْ

From the heights Thou didst descend, O 
compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the 
three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from 
passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O 
Lord, glory to Thee.
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EPISTLE READERS
English Arabic

Fadel KhouryFadel Khoury TodayToday Sandy EseedSandy Eseed

??? Feb 1 ???

KONTAKION FOR THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON (TONE 8)
Only at Saint George Church in Cicero

إني أنا عبدُكُِِ يا والةَدَ الإله* اكتُبُُُ لكِِ راياتِِ الغلبة يا 
جنيَّدةًًَ مُُحاةيم* وأُدقمُُ لكِِ الشُُكرََ كََمُُنقذةٍٍ نََم الشََّدادئ* 
التي لا تُحََُارََب* اعقِِتيني نم  العِِزََةََ  أنََّ لكِِ  لنك مبا 
صُُنوفِِ الدشادئ* حتى أرُُصخََ إلكِِي إفرحي يا عرواًسً 

لا عروسََ لها.

To thee the champion leader, * I thy city offer  
thanks of victory. * O Theotokos, thou who hast 
delivered me from terror.   * But as thou hast that 
power which is invincible, * From all dangers set 
me free and deliver me.  That I may cry unto thee: 
* Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

THE SYNAXARION
On January 25th in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our Father among the Saints Gregory 

the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople.

To acknowledge God’s essence in Orthodox manner:
Such is this Gregory’s legacy unto Christians.

On the twenty-fifth Gregory of divine speech died.
He was born in Nazianzus and studied in Athens with Basil the Great and Julian the Apostate. Gregory 

correctly prophesied that Julian would become an apostate and a persecutor of the Church. When he 
completed his studies, Gregory was baptized. Basil consecrated him as bishop of Sasima, and Emperor 
Theodosius the Great summoned him to fill the vacant archepiscopal throne of Constantinople. Gregory 
wrote numerous works, of which his most famous are those concerning theology. Especially known because 
of its depth is his work Homilies on the Holy Trinity. Gregory wrote against the heretic Macedonius who 
erroneously taught that the Holy Spirit is a creation of God, and against Appolinarius who erroneously 
taught that Christ did not have a human soul but that His divinity was in lieu of His soul. Gregory died in 
390 at age 80.

On this day, we also commemorate Venerable Demetrios the Sacristan; and New-martyr Auxentios of 
Constantinople. By their intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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My mouth shall speak wisdom, and 

the meditation of my heart shall be of 

understanding. Hear this, all ye people.

The Reading from the Epistle of The Reading from the Epistle of 

Saint Paul to the Hebrews (7:26-8:2)Saint Paul to the Hebrews (7:26-8:2)

Brethren, it was fitting that we should have 

such a High Priest, holy, blameless, unstained, 

separated from sinners, exalted above the 

heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, 

to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and 

then for those of the people; He did this once for 

all when He offered up Himself. Indeed, the law 

appoints men in their weakness as high priests, 

but the word of the oath, which came later than 

the law, appoints a Son Who has been made 

perfect forever. Now the point in what we are 

saying is this: we have such a High Priest, one 

Who is seated at the right hand of the throne of 

the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the sanctuary 

and the true tent which is set up not by man but 

by the Lord. For every high priest is appointed to 

offer gifts and sacrifices; hence it is necessary for 

this priest also to have something to offer.

مْهْ. مََةِِ وقَلَبي يَهَُُذُُّ بالفَ فَمَي يَتََكَََلَّمَُُ بالحِِْكْ

إسمََعوا هذا يا شُُعوب.

فَصَلٌٌ مِِنْْ رِِسالَةَِِ القِِدّّيسِِ بولُسََُ 

الرََسولِِ إلى العِِبْْرانيين )7:26-8:2(

لُُْ  ةٍٍَ مِِثـ� َا رََئِيِــسُُ كََهََنـ� ــوة، كََانََ يَلَِِيــقُُ بِِنـ� يــا إْخْ

ــنِِ  ــلََ عََ دَِِ اْنْفَصَََ سٍٍَ، �ق ــرّّ وََلاََ دَن� دُُّوُسٌٌ بِِلاََ شََ ــذَاَ، �ق ه

نََِ الس�َـمََاوََاتِِ ال�ــذِِي لَي�سََْ ل�ــهُُ  ل�ْعْــى م� َـاةِِ وََصََــارََ أَ اْلْخُُط�

مََ ذَبََاَئِِحََ  مٍٍْوَْ مِِثْلََْ رُُؤََس�َـاءِِ اكََْلْهََن�َـةِِ أَنَْْ يُقَُ�دِِّ ِـرََارٌٌ كُُلََّ ي� ط�ْضْ ا

هِِِ ث�مََُّ ع�َـنْْ خََطََاي�َـا ال�شبِِْعَْ، لأَن�َـهُُ  أَوَََّلاًً ع�َـنْْ خََطََاي�َـا نَس�ْفْ

ُـوسََ  دَِةًًَ، إِِْذْ �قدََّمَََ نَس�ْفَْـهُُ.  ف�َـإِنََِّ النَّاَم� رَََّةًً وََاح� فَع�لَََ هــذَاَ م�

ةَُُ  َـا كََلِِم� ةٍٍَ. وََأَم� َـاءََ كََهََن� فٌٌْ رُُؤََس� ْمِْ ضََع� ًـا بِِ�ه يُقُِِيــمُُ أُنَُاَس�

َـى  مَََّلاًً إِِل� ًـا مُُك� ــمُُ ان�ْبْ ُـوسِِ فَتَُقُِِي دََْ النَّاَم� ِـي بَع� ــمِِ الَّت� اقَْلْسَََ

وََُ: أَنَََّ لَن�َـا رََئِيِــسََ كََهََن�ةٍٍَ  َـا رََسُُْأْ ال�ــكََلاَمَِِ فََ�ه الأََ�بدَِِ.  وََأَم�

َـةِِ ف�ِـي  شِِ اْلْعَظَََم� ْرَْ مِِث�لََْ هــذَاَ، �قْدَْ جََل�سَََ ف�ِـي يَمَِِيــنِِ ع�

ِ ال�ــذِِي  كََْنِِ احََْلْقِِق�ي�يِِّ الس�َـمََاوََاتِِ خََادِِمــاًً لِِلأََ�قدَْاَسِِ وََاْلْمََس�

َـامُُ  ةٍٍَ يُق� ــسِِ كََهََن� َـانٌٌ. لأَنَََّ كُُلََّ رََئِيِ ــرََّبُُّ لاََ إِِس�ْنْ َـهُُ ال نَصَََب�

زََْمُُ أَنَْْ يَك�ُـونََ  ِـنْْ ث�مَََّ يَل� مََ قَرَََابِيِــنََ وََذَبََاَئ�حََِ. فَم� لِِك�ْيَْ يُق��دَِِّ

ُـهُُ ـم ءٌٌْيَْ يُقَُ�دِِّ  ًـا ـش لِِـذَهاَ أَـضًْيْ

EPISTLE
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel The Reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to Saint Luke (19:1-10)according to Saint Luke (19:1-10)

At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was 

passing through. And there was a man named 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. 

And he sought to see Who Jesus was, but could 

not, on account of the crowd, because he was 

small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed 

up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, for He was 

to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the 

place, He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 

make haste and come down; for I must stay at 

your house today.” So he made haste and came 

down, and received Him joyfully. And when 

they saw it they all murmured, “He has gone in 

to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And 

Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, 

Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and 

if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it 

fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation 

has come to this house, since he also is a son of 

Abraham; for the Son of man came to seek and to 

save the lost.”

فَصَْْلٌٌ �شَـريفٌٌ مِِنْْ بِِشــارََةِِ القِِدّّيسِِ لوقا 

ِ البَشَــيرِِ والتِّ�ِلْْميــذِِ الطاهِِر )19:1-10( الإنجيلــ�يِّ

تْجْازٌٌ فــي أريحا،  فــي ذلــكََ المزــانِِ، فميــا يَسَــوعُُ مُُ

ــارينََ،  ــى العَشَََّ ــمُُهُُ زََكََّا كانََ رََيئســاًً عل ــلٍٍ اسْْ إذا بِِرََجُُ

وََُ،  ِـسُُ أنْْ ي�رَى يســوعََ مــنْْ ه� وكانََ غََنِِي�اًًّ وكانََ يَتَْلْم�

َهُُ كانََ قَيصــرََ  ـعِِْ لأنـ� ـنََِ الجََم� ــتَطَعُُي م� ْمَْ يك�ـُنْْ يَْسْ فَلـ�

دََِ إلــى جُُمََّيــزََةٍٍ لِِيَظ�ْنُْـرََهُُ،  رِِْعاًً، وصََع� ةَ فَتََق�دََّمَََ مُُس� القام�

ّـا اتَْنْهَــى يســوعُُ  تْجْــازََ هبــا. فلَم� لأن�َـهُُ كانََ مُُمِِزعــاًً أنْْ يَ

ــا  ــهُُ: ي َـرََآهُُ، فَقَــالََ ل َـهُُ ف� ف�ْرْ َـعََ طََ ــعِِ، رََف� ضِِْوْ ــى المََ إل

ك�ْمْـُثََ  َومََ يَبَْنْغَــي لــي أنْْ أ ، فاليـ� كََّزا أَسَْْــرِِْ�عِْ ان�ـزِِْْلْ

َـا رأى  َـهُُ فرِِحــاًً. فَم�ل زَََلََ وقَبَِِل� ــرََعََ ون� كِ. فَأََسَْْ ــي بَت�ْيْ ف

دََْ  لََُّ عِِن� لَََ لِِيَح� رَوا قايلئــنََ: إن�َـهُُ دَخ� ِـكََ تَذََم� الجََيمــعُُ ذل�

ِـئٍٍ.” فَوَََ�قفَََ كََّزا وقــالََ لِِيَسَــوع: هاءََن�َـذا،  لٍٍُ خاط� رََج�

والــي. وإنْْ كُُتُُْنْ  يــا ربُُّ، أُْعْطــي المََســانََيك نِِصْْــفََ أَْمْ

ــافٍٍ  عْضْ ةَََ أَ بَْرْع� ءٍٍْيْ، أَرَُُدُُّ أَ ــ ــي شََ ــاًدً ف تُُْ أَحَََ ْدَْ غََبَن� �ق

َـذا  ــخََلاصُُ لِِ�ه ــلََ ال ْدَْ حََصََ مََْوَْ �ق  ــوعُُ: الي� ــهُُ يَسَ ــالََ ل فَقَ

البَي�تِِْ لأن�َـهُُ ه�وََُ أْيْضــاًً ا�بنُُْ إرْبْاهيــم لأنََّ ا�بنََْ البََ�شرَِِ 

كَ ْدَْ هََـل ِـصََ ـمـا ـق ُـبََ ويُخََُـل� ـلْطْ مـا أَـَتـى لِِيَ إنَّـَ

GOSPEL
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YAF COFFEE 
and 

FELLOWSHIP 
SPONSORS

↳ Feb 1 – Sali Esber

↳ Feb 15 – OPEN

SCAN ME

Coffee Hour Sponsors:
Today – Dr. George and Samar 

Alamir and Family
Feb 1 – Fairouz Rayan and Family
Feb 8 – Nuha Lussi and Family
Feb 15 – OPEN
Feb 22 – OPEN
Mar 1 – OPEN
Mar 8 – OPEN
Mar 15 – OPEN
Mar 22 – OPEN
Mar 29 – OPEN

Holy Bread Offered By:
Today – Dr. George and Samar 

Alamir and Family
– Naheel, Norma and Mina 

Rantisi
– Sdn. Mazen and Amal Khalifeh 

and Family
Feb 1 – Fairouz Rayan and Family

– Issa and Hanadi Bannourah and 
Family

– Michael and Diana Moukheiber 
and Family

Feb 8 – Nuha Lussi and Family
Feb 15 – Reimoon and Jumana Imsaih 

and Family
Feb 22 – OPEN
Mar 1 – OPEN
Mar 8 – OPEN

MEMORIALS
TodayToday 3/9-Day Memorial Service for †NADA †NADA 

KHALIFEHKHALIFEH, offered by Sdn. Mazen and 
Amal Khalifeh and family.

Feb 1Feb 1 •	 40-Day Memorial Service for 
†SALWA SHOMALI†SALWA SHOMALI, offered by Issa 
and Hanadi Bannourah and family.

•	 5-year Memorial Service for †CAROL †CAROL 
MOUKHEIBERMOUKHEIBER, offered by Michael 
and Diane Moukheiber and family.

Feb 8Feb 8 1-Year Memorial Service for †NADIA †NADIA 
LUSSILUSSI, offered by Nuha Lussi and 
family.

Feb 15Feb 15 40-Day Memorial Service for †AMER †AMER 
IMSAIHIMSAIH, offered by Reimoon and 
Jumana Imsaih and family.

COMMEMORATIONS
TodayToday 17-Year Commemoration for †DR. ZAID †DR. ZAID 

ALAMIRALAMIR, offered by Dr. George and 
Samar Alamir and family.

CONDOLENCES
The clergy and parishioners of Saint George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church of Cicero offer 
their sincerest condolences to:
Siham, Ibrahim, Khalil, Hiyam, Sdn. Mazen, 
Haifa, and Sabah Khalifeh and their families 
on the falling asleep of their beloved mother, 
†NADA KHALIFEH†NADA KHALIFEH, this past week in Jordan at 
the age of 102.  Also, to the entire Khalifeh and 
Haddad families.  †Nada was the sister of the 
late †Nicola Haddad and Jameel Haddad.

Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TodayToday •	 Pre-Communion Prayers

•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pg. 13)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 16)
•	 Induction of 2026 Parish Council
•	 Coffee Hour

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy

Mon, Jan 26Mon, Jan 26 •	 Parish Council Leadership Meeting
•	 The Order-Cicero Chapter Officers’ Zoom Meeting

10:00 am
5:00 pm

Tue, Jan 27Tue, Jan 27 West Campus Ministry (see pg. 27) 6:30 pm
Fri, Jan 30Fri, Jan 30 Deanery Meeting and Clergy Retreat (see pg. 24) 3:00 pm
Sat, Jan 31Sat, Jan 31 •	 Deanery Leadership Retreat (see pg. 24)

•	 Deanery Picnic Committee Meeting
•	 Deanery SOYO Retreat hosted by Saint Mary’s Church, Palos 

Heights, IL (see pgs. 24-25)

9:00 am
3:00 pm
5:00 pm 

Sun, Feb 1Sun, Feb 1 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers
•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pg. 13)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 16)
•	 Coffee Hour
•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship (see pg. 18)
•	 Altar Leadership Meeting
•	 Golf Classic Executive Committee Meeting

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy
After Liturgy

12:30 pm
Mon, Feb 2Mon, Feb 2 Antiochian Men (A-Men) Officers’ Monthly Zoom Meeting 9:00 pm
Tue, Feb 3Tue, Feb 3 West Campus Ministry (see pg. 27) 6:30 pm
Wed, Feb 4Wed, Feb 4 Sunday School Teachers’ Zoom Training 8:00 pm
Sat, Feb 7Sat, Feb 7 •	 Great Vespers Service

•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Social Outing (see pg. 19)
5:00 pm
7:00 pm

Sun, Feb 8Sun, Feb 8 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers
•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pg. 13)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 16)
•	 Coffee Hour

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
Mon, Feb 9Mon, Feb 9 •	 Parish Council Officers’ Meeting

•	 Sunday School Officers’ Zoom Meeting
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Tue, Feb 10Tue, Feb 10 Parish Council Monthly Meeting 7:00 pm
Fri, Feb 13Fri, Feb 13 •	 Paraklesis Service in Spanish (see pg. 26)

•	 Bible Study in Spanish (see pg. 26)
6:30 pm

After Service
Sat, Feb 14Sat, Feb 14 •	 Great Vespers Service

•	 Pre-Lenten Hafli hosted by Antiochian Men (A-Men) (see pg. 23)
5:00 pm

After Vespers
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Divine Education: The Old Testament
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Divine revelation in Christianity is founded on God’s own initiative to reveal Himself. God revealed Himself fully in Jesus Christ: 
“Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9); “No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6); “I and the Father 
are one” (John 10:30). Yet this divine self-revelation required preparing human beings to become capable of receiving it. God patiently 
endured centuries of human frailty until He formed a faithful remnant—people who, through the spiritual maturity they attained, were 
able to respond to His transcendent truth. This spiritual growth came about through a direct, gradual, and formative divine education, 
beginning with Abraham and culminating in John the Baptist. God’s salvific plan required that He Himself take the initiative, drawing 
near to humanity step by step and revealing, at each stage of human spiritual development, something new about Himself.

After the fall of the first humans from Paradise, humanity lost the path back and became incapable of walking it. Yet the image of God 
within humanity, though distorted by the fall, continued to long for its original source and archetype. Humanity imagined its god to 
be found in the forces that frightened it or sustained its life, and so it worshiped the sun, the wind, the rain, and the like. Christianity 
understands the rise of pagan religions as the expression of humanity’s longing for its origin—an origin it no longer recognized. When a 
child is thirsty, he puts whatever is available into his mouth, thinking it will quench his thirst—whether water or alcohol, because cannot 
tell the difference. Only when he tastes does he realize his mistake. This is what happened to humanity. For this reason, no people before 
Christ existed without some form of religion.

We may liken the relationship between God and humanity after the fall of our first parents to two persons separated by many translucent 
silk curtains. God chose to remove these curtains one by one, to protect the eyes of His beloved—humanity—from the blinding 
brilliance of His light. This is what we call God’s salvific dispensation in the Old Testament. Thus, He began with Abraham, and the 
process continued until John the Baptist. Then “when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman” (Gal. 
4:4). Jesus Christ was born, and “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). Humanity’s spiritual hardness compelled 
God to educate it anew, until it reached a level capable of receiving God as He truly is.

Was it by chance that God chose, on the one hand, a backward and uncivilized people? Certainly not. Had He revealed Himself to a 
highly civilized people, others would have regarded Him as the product of human thought. And was it coincidence, on the other hand, 
that Christ came at the heart of a civilized world, already prepared by philosophy that had reached the acknowledgment of one God? 
Many historians agree that the Roman Empire had attained a spiritual stage in which the true but unknown God, in the eyes of many at 
the time, lay hidden behind idols fashioned by human hands and minds. Consequently, esoteric religions reached their peak just before 
and during the time of Christ’s incarnation. Christ came at the most opportune moment, when humanity was spiritually mature and 
yearning for the true God. This is what is meant by the “fullness of time.”

What did God do in practice? He chose a backward people, distant from civilization, and through them revealed Himself to all humanity. 
“The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth—not 
because you were more numerous than any other people, for you were the fewest of all” (Deut. 7:6–7). Some translations even say, “the 
most insignificant.” Why? So that the power might be shown to belong not to human beings but to God. Some believe that God is a 
human invention. Our divine revelation teaches the opposite: human beings are God’s creation, and He is the One who revealed Himself 
to them and led them toward His true image.

Did all of them come to know Him? No. And can someone with poor eyesight perceive the delicate beauty of nature? The sight required 
to know God is spiritual sight. You know God to the extent that you are pure, humble, and loving. God delights in dwelling in pure 
hearts, and such hearts can taste His sweetness and delight in it.

God first revealed Himself through His actions. Thus the earliest community came to know Him and spoke of Him as “the God of 
our fathers,” “the God who delivered us from slavery,” “who drowned Pharaoh and his chariots,” “the God who fed us with manna in 
the wilderness,” “who brought water from the rock,” “who healed us from the bite of serpents,” and so forth. Then, through the Law, 
He began to raise them from the savage law of vengeance—“Sevenfold vengeance shall be taken on Cain, but on Lamech seventy-
sevenfold” (Gen. 4:24)—to the law of justice, “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” (Deut. 19:21), and finally to the law of mercy: 
“Learn to do good; seek justice; rescue the oppressed; defend the orphan; plead for the widow” (Isa. 1:17). He moved them from a 
law written on stone to a law engraved on hearts, from the circumcision of the flesh to the circumcision of the heart. He refined them 
through exile and dispersion, so that they came to understand that He is not bound to a single temple or a single land. After the exile, 
they recognized that God is the God of all nations and that “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof” (Psalm 23:1).

It was a long and patient journey, in which God truly manifested His “long-suffering.” This practical revelation bore fruit in the “faithful 
remnant”—those who had matured spiritually to receive His full revelation, disclosed in the incarnation of His Word, Jesus Christ. 
Among them were the Virgin Mary, John the Baptist, Simeon the Elder, Anna the Prophetess, John the Evangelist, and many others.

Jesus Christ is the center of Holy Scripture. In the Old Testament, there is an expectation of Him that unfolds gradually. In the New 
Testament. this expectation reaches its fulfillment in His complete manifestation: “that which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes… and our hands have touched” (1 John 1:1). If we remove Him from our Scriptures, we strip ourselves of the traces of 
Jesus Christ revealed throughout His long plan of salvation and dispensation, and hand them over to others. Does fidelity in love mean 
discarding the traces of the beloved? The challenge is not met by casting our heritage aside, but by preserving it and revealing its true 
meaning.
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التربية الإلهية :العهد القديم
الرتموبولتي سابا )اسبر(

يقــوم الوحــي الإلهــي فــي المســيّحيةّ علــى مبــادرةٍٍ مــن الله، فمادهــا شكــهف عــن ذاتــه. لقــد شكــف الله ذاتــه للبشــر شبــلك كامــل فــي يســوع المســحي 
م“ــن رآنــي رأى الآ”ب)يــو14/9(، م“ــا مــن أحــد يتأــي إلــى الآب إلا بي”)يــو14/6(، “أنــا والآب واحــد “) يــو ١٠: ٣٠(. لكــن هــذا الشكــف 
الإلهــي اتقضــى ئيهتــة شبــر قادريــن علــى اتقبالــه. هــذا ب�صَـرََ الله عيلــه رقونــاًً، حت�ّـى هي�أّ بقيــةًً أيمنــة لــه، وقــادرةًً، بالســمو الروحــي التــي لبغتــه، 
علــى الجتــاوب مــع حقيقتــه عتالــى. ق�حتقّ هــذا الســمو الروحــي عبــر يبرتــة إلي�هةّ دتريي�جةّ وتنموي�ةّ مباشــرة، اتبــداءًً ربإباهيــم وصــولاًً إلــى يوحنــا 
اًًّ كاشــاًفً لــه، فــي لك تطــور روحــي لبغــه  المعمــدان. اتقضــى يبدتــر الله الخلاصــي أن يخأــذ المبــادرة بنفســه. فبــدأ يتقــرّّب مــن الإنســان دتريي�ج

الإـنسـان، ـاًئيشً ـدجاًديً ـنع ذاـهت

ــه، وإن شتــوّّهت  ــي في ــن صــورة الله الت ــى ســلوهكا. لك ــادراًً عل ــاد ق ــا ع ــه، وم ــق إلي ــدروس، أضــاع الطري ــن الف ــد ســقوط الإنســان الأوّّل م عب
ــح  ــد الشــسم والري ــه، فعب نّ حيات ــه، أو تؤمِّّم ــي فيخت ــوى الت ــي الق ــا. ظــنّّ الإنســان أنّّ إلهــه ف ــا وثماله ــى أهلص ــت حتــنّّ إل ــا بقي بالســقوط، إلا أنّهّ
والمطر...إلــخ. عتــزو المســةيحي شنــوء الأديــان الوثني�ةّ، إلــى حنيــن الإنســان إلــى ألصــه، الــذي بــات لا يرعفــه. عنمدــا يعطــش الطفــل يضــع فــي 
ّـا يظن�هّ يرويــه، مــاءًً كان أم حكــولاًً! هــو لا يي�مزّ! يعــفر خطــأ فتلعــه عنمدــا يــذوق، خطــأًً، مــا قــد ظن�هّ مــاءًً. هــذا مــا حــدث  فمــه مــا س�يترّ لــه م�م

ـعم الإـنسـان. ولذـكل، ـمـا وُُـدج ـبٌٌعش ـقلب الـمحيس ـمل يـنك ـهل ـدني

ــن الأوليــن، شبــنيصخ ديعبيــن عــن عبضمهــا، صفتــل، يبنمهــا، مجموعــة كبيــرة مــن  ــا شتــبهي الحــال يبــن الله والبشــر، عبــد ســقوط الدّجيّ يكمنن
الســتارئ الرحيي�رةّ الشــفّاّفة. ارتــأى الله أن ينزعهــا ســتارةًً ســتارةًً، حفاظــاًً علــى عينــيّّ حمبوبــه، الإنســان، مــن ســطوع نــوره. هــذا مــا دنعــوه يبدتــر 
الله الخلاصــي فــي الهعــد القديــم. وهكــذا بــدأ ربإباهيــم، ومــن ثــمّّ تتالــت الي�لمعةّ حت�ّـى يوحن�ّـا المعمــدان. آنــذاك “حــلّّ مــءل المزــان فأرســل الله ابنــه 
اًًّ اضطــرّّت الله إلــى تيبرتــه مــن  ــد يســوع المســحي “والملكــة صــار يبننا”)يــو1/14(. قســوة الإنســان روحي� مولــواًدً مــن امــرأة” )غلا4/4(. فوُُل

ـدجدي، لـكـي يبـلـغ إـلـى ـمتسوىًً يـتسطعي فـهي تقبـلّ الله عـلـى حقيقـهت

أتــراه عبثــاًً اتخــار، مــن هجــة أولــى، مجموعــة لّختمفّــة؟ باليكأتــد لا. لأن�هّ لــو شكــف ذاتــه لشــبع ضّّحتمــر لاعتبــهر البشــر تنــاج فكــر شبــير؛ 
ومــن هجــة ثاينــة، أتــراه دصفــة أتــى فــي لقــب عالــم ضّّحتمــر، كان قــد رعــاه باللفســةف، التــي ولصــت إلــى الإقــرار إبلــه واحــد؟ يُمجــع ثكــرة مــن 
المؤريخــن علــى أنّّ الإمبراطوري�ةّ الروماي�نةّ لبغــت مســتوى روحي�اًًّ، بــات فيــه الإلــه الحقيقــي يغــر العمــروف، بنظــر الريثكيــن آنــذاك، يتخبــئ 
دّ المســحي وخلالــه!  وراء أصنــام الآلهــة اللخموقــة أبيــيد البشــر وفركهــم. ولذلــك لبغــت نســبة الأديــان الســرّّايّنةّ حدّهّــا الأعلــى قبــل مزــن س�جت

ـجـاء الـمحيس ـفـي الـزنم الأفـلض ـنم حـثي ـنضـج البـيّرشةّ روحـياًًّ وهّّلتـفهـا إـلـى الإـهل الـقّّح. ـهـذا ـهـو المقـصـود ـبءلم الـزمـان

مــاذا فعــل الله عي�لماًّ؟ً اتخــار فئــةًً لّختمفّــةًً يعبــةًدً عــن الحضــارة، لشكيــف ذاتــه، عبرهــا، لــلّّك البشــر. “اتخاركــم لــه مــن يبــن يمجــع الشــعوب التــي 
علــى وجــه الأرض لا لأنّكّــم أثكــر مــن يمجــع الشــعوب فتنأــم ألّقهّا”)تــث 7/7(. وفــي عبــض المجرتــات “للّعكّــم أحقرهــا”. لمــاذا؟ لكيــون فضــل 
القــوّّة لا للبشــر بــل لله. يتعقــد البعــض أنّّ الله صنعيــة البشــر. يبنمــا الكعــس هــو اليحصــح فــي وََحينــا الإلهــي؛ البشــر هــم صنعيــة الله، وهــو مــن 

عرّّفـمه بنـفهس وقاـدمه إـلـى صورـهت الـقّّح.

أرتاهــم عرفــوه عيمجــاً؟ً لا. وهــل يــرى مجــال قدائــق الطبعيــة مــن لا يلمــك صبــاًرً يجــاًد؟ً البصــر المطلــوب، فــي مــا يخــصّّ الله، هــو الروحــي. 
ــاًً  ــه، وتالي ــذوّّق حلاوت ــا ت ــك كمإباهن ــوب الطاهــرة، ولت ــي القل اًًّ. يســعتذب الله الســكنى ف ــاًً وب�حم اًًّ وتمواضع ــا كتــون نقي� ــدر م ــت عتــفر الله بق أن

اـعتسذاهب

ــذي غــرّّق  ــ”ة، “ال ــا مــن العبودي ــذي جّّنان ــه ال ــا”، “الإل ــه آبائن ــه بـ”إل ــى وعرّّفت ــه المجاعــة الأول ــه. فرعفت ــه أولاًً مــن خلال أفعال شكــف عــن ذات
رّ مــاءًً مــن الخصــرة”؛ “الــذي شــفانا مــن لغدــة الأفاعي”...إلــخ. ثــم  ”ةّ؛ “الــذي ف�ج اًًّ فــي البي�ر ــه الــذي أطمعنــا ن�م فرعــون وكرمباتــه”، “الإل
ّـا للامــك فســبةع وســب”نيع)كت4/24(،  بــدأ، بواســطة الشــريةع، يســمو هبــم مــن شــريةع الاتنقــام التموحــش: “لقاييــن يُنُتقــم ســبةع أضعــاف وأم�
إلــى شــريةع العــلد: “اليعــن باليعــن والســن بالســ”ن )تــث 19/21(، إلــى شــريةع الرحمــة: “لّعتمّــوا الإحســان واطلبــوا العــلد. أثيغــوا المظلــوم 
وأفصنــوا اليتيــم وحامــوا عــن الأرلمــة”)أش1/17(. نقهلــم مــن شــريةع تكموبــة علــى الجحــر إلــى شــريةع منقوشــة فــي القلــوب. رّّدهجــم مــن تخانــة 
هّ يغــر ترمبــط يهبــلك حمــدّدّ وأرض حمــددة. وعرفــوا، عبــد الســبي، أنّّ الله إلــه  الجســد إلــى تخانــة القلــب. حّّمهصــم بالغبرــة والنفــي فمهفــوا أن�

يمجــع الأمــم ولــه “الأرض ولمؤهــا” )مــز ٢٣: ١(.

كانــت رحلــة طويلــة صبــورة أظهــر فهيــا، حق�اًًّ، “طــول أناتــ”ه. وكان أن أثمــر وحيــه اللمعــي هــذا، “البقيــة الأيمنــ”ة، أي مــن نضجــوا روحي�اًًّ 
لاتقبــال وحيــه الكامــل، الــذي اشكنــف فــي س�جتدّ تملكــه، يســوع المســحي. مــن هــؤلاء رميــم العــذراء، ويوحن�ّـا المعمــدان، وســعمان الشــيخ، وحن�ةّ 

النبـيةّ، ويوحنـّـا الإيجنـلـي، وـكرث ـريغمه

يســوع المســحي حمــور التكــاب المقــدّسّ. فــي الهعــد القديــم اتنظــار لــه يكت�شفّ دتريي�جاًًّ، وفــي الهعــد الدجيــد امتكــال هــذا الاتنظــار بظهــوره الكامــل 
“الــذي ســعمناه، الــذي رأينــاه يعبوننــا، ولمســهت أيدينا”)1يــو1/1(. إن حذفنــاه مــن تكابنــا المقــدّسّ، كنــون قــد اســتغنينا عــن آثــار يســوع المســحي 
هَ الحتــدّيّ  ــا. أو هــل تفتــضر أمانــة الحــبّّ رمــي آثــار الحمبــوب؟ لا يُوُاج� ــاه لغنري ةفّ عبــر يبدتــهر الخلاصــي الطويــل الســنني، وأعطين الكتم�ش

مربــي التــراث للغيــر، بــل بالاحفتــاظ بــه، وإظهــار عماينــه الحقيقي�ةّ؟
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Curriculum Update
Lesson 16: Salt of the Earth/Love Your Enemies

Last week the students continued their lessons on the 
Sermon on the Mount. Jesus said, “you are the salt of the 
earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made 
salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot” Matthew 5:13. What 
is salt? Salt is used to make food taste better. Just like salt 
makes food taste better, we can help make someone’s life 
better. We can tell people about Jesus and do nice things 
for them to make their life better. We can add some good flavoring to their life. 
We can be good Christians by following the beatitudes and not putting ourselves 
first, but being a light in someone else’s life. Jesus came to elevate the Law of 
Moses. The majority of the audience listening were Jews who followed the Law of 
Moses. Jesus told them that He had come to fulfill the law, not destroy it.

In Matthew 5:43-45, we hear Jesus say, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you love your enemies, 
bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those 
who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven…”.  It is hard to love and pray for someone who has treated you poorly. 
To achieve this takes humility. This is exactly what Jesus is asking us to do in this 
part of the Sermon on the Mount.

Late last week we learned that the REGISTRATION 
for the Antiochian Village Camp has been moved to 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4 at 7:00pm. The office staff at 
the Village are working hard to get their new registration 
platform up and ready to go for us all. This means that 
every family will have to create a new account prior to 
February 4 to ensure that they can register their child 
for the session they choose. As soon as there is more 
information on this, we will share it with you.

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student
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UPCOMING EVENTS.. .UPCOMING EVENTS.. .
Sundays after Communion Sunday School Classes

Sundays 12:30pm – 1:00 pm CAF Projects Workdays

WED | FEB 4 AV CAMP REGISTRATION @ 7:00 PM

Sun | Mar 1 Sunday of Orthodoxy Procession

Sun | Mar 8 CAF Projects Due

Sat | Mar 14 Confession Retreat

Sun | Mar 15 Adoration of Cross Procession

Sat | Mar 28 Sacrament of Confession (grades 3-12)

Sun | Apr 5 Palm Sunday – NO CLASSES

Sun | Apr 12 Great and Holy Pascha (Easter) – NO CLASSES

Sun | May 3 Godparents’ Sunday

Sun | May 31 Recognition Sunday – LAST DAY OF CLASSES

CREATING MEMORIES

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student
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ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS

>  >  >  1ST GRADE AND OLDER  <  <  <
are invited to parti cipate!

Registration 
Deadline –> SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026

CAF  Projects
Due –> SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2026

Questions? 
NADINE YOUEL, CAF Coordinator –> SundaySchool@StGeorgeChi.org

SCAN ME

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

SSUNDAY UNDAY SSCHOOLCHOOL

for 3rd – 12th Grades

Sacrament of Confession SermonSacrament of Confession Sermon
S�����, F������� 8, 2026
Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Retreat Registration DeadlineRetreat Registration Deadline
→ SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026 ←

Retreat to Prepare for ConfessionRetreat to Prepare for Confession
S�������, M���� 14, 2026

3rd Grade and older are all welcome!
10:30 ��-1:00 ��

Sacrament of ConfessionSacrament of Confession
S�������, M���� 28, 2026

Confession and Celebratory Recepti on

Communion Recognition for Communion Recognition for 
First ConfessorsFirst Confessors

S�����, M���� 29, 2026

Questi ons? See Mrs. Marwa Bechara 
(marwashammas@gmail.com), 

Confession Coordinator

CConfession onfession PProgramrogram
SCAN ME

“Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and 
pray for one another, that you may be healed. The 
prayer of a righteous man has great power in its 
effects.” ~ James 5:16

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Immediately aft er Communion, the children’s ministry, 
“GOD’S LITTLE LIGHTS”, will take place in the cry room 

(2nd fl oor by elevator) every Sunday.

This ministry serves all 3-YEAR-OLDS and 4-YEAR-OLDS 
(born aft er September 1, 2021). At least one parent, 
father or mother, must att end along with their children.  

Younger siblings are welcome with the parents.



17



18

Y o u n g  A d u l t  F e l l o w s h i p

INVITING ALL YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, YOUNG MARRIED COUPLES,
AND COLLEGE STUDENTS (AGES 18+)

SAVE-THE-DATE

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL

Sat, January 24th

Sun, February 1st

Sat, February 7th

Sun, February 15th

Sat, February 21st

Sun, March 1st

Sat, January 24th

Sun, February 1st

Sat, February 7th

Sun, February 15th

Sat, February 21st

Sun, March 1st

Movie Night: Paul, Apostle of Christ

YAF Coffee Hour

Social Outing at Activate Games in Oakbrook

YAF Coffee Hour

Pre-Lenten Spiritual Retreat

YAF Coffee Hour

Y o u n g  A d u l t  F e l l o w s h i p

INVITING ALL YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, YOUNG MARRIED COUPLES,
AND COLLEGE STUDENTS (AGES 18+)

SAVE-THE-DATE

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL

Sat, January 24th

Sun, February 1st

Sat, February 7th

Sun, February 15th

Sat, February 21st

Sun, March 1st

Sat, January 24th

Sun, February 1st

Sat, February 7th

Sun, February 15th

Sat, February 21st

Sun, March 1st

Movie Night: Paul, Apostle of Christ

YAF Coffee Hour

Social Outing at Activate Games in Oakbrook

YAF Coffee Hour

Pre-Lenten Spiritual Retreat

YAF Coffee Hour
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Inviting all Young Professionals, Young 
Married Couples, and College Students (18+)

RSVP by Wed
02.04.2026

SCAN ME

Sat|Feb 7
$30/ticket to Activate Games

meet for food afterwards (not included)

1600 16th St, Unit 6
Oak Brook, IL 60523

at
7pm

Activate
GamesGames

Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Social 
at

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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A��A��  T���� (13-18) W������!T���� (13-18) W������!

TEEN SOYO ACTIVITIESTEEN SOYO ACTIVITIES

SAT, JAN 31SAT, JAN 31 Deanery SOYO Retreat Deanery SOYO Retreat hosted by Saint Mary’s hosted by Saint Mary’s 
Anti ochian Orthodox Church, Palos Heights, ILAnti ochian Orthodox Church, Palos Heights, IL

SAT, FEB 21SAT, FEB 21 Teen SOYO Social Event @ Dave & Buster’sTeen SOYO Social Event @ Dave & Buster’s

SUN, FEB 22SUN, FEB 22 Teen SOYO – SOYO HourTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour

SUN, MAR 15SUN, MAR 15 Teen SOYO – SOYO HourTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour

SAT, MAR 21SAT, MAR 21 Teen SOYO Lenten Retreat to Saint John Teen SOYO Lenten Retreat to Saint John 
Chrysostomos MonasteryChrysostomos Monastery

FRI, APR 10FRI, APR 10 All-Day Vigil for Great and Holy FridayAll-Day Vigil for Great and Holy Friday

SUN, APR 19SUN, APR 19 Teen SOYO – SOYO HourTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour

Save the Save the 
Date…Date…

Teen SOYOTeen SOYO
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL
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Sat | Feb 21
5-8 ��

RSVP �� 
T��|F�� 19

SCAN ME

Buff et 
Dinner

Power 
Card ($20 value)

Unlimited 
Video 

Games

$30/
Person 

includes

Social Social 
OutingOuting

TEEN SOYOTEEN SOYO
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

9870 Berwyn Ave
Rosemont, IL 60018

Inviti ng Inviti ng ALLALL TEENS  TEENS 
(ages 13-18)(ages 13-18)

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Couples’ Lenten 
Spiritual 
Retreat

A Marriage Ministry Event

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

SAT, FEB 28 – 4:30PM
Saint George Church Hall

Vespers
Dinner

Spiritual Talk
Group Activities
Panel Discussion

Fellowship

INVITING ALL
Married ~ Engaged ~ Courting Couples

Ordering the Priorities in Marriage
DISCOVERING THE WISDOM OF THE CHURCH RSVP by

Tue|Feb 24

SCAN ME

$50/
Couple

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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A Night of Love Sahret Hob
Una Noche de Amor

سْ�رَة حبَ 

Saturday

CELEBRATING CELEBRATING 
FAMILY AND LOVEFAMILY AND LOVE

PRESENTS…
Antiochian Men (A-Men)

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

All Ages Invited! RSVP by Tue | Feb 10  SCAN ME

$60/Adults (12+ yrs) $30/Kids (6-11 yrs)
Complimentary for Kids under 6 yrs

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Chicago Deanery  
Ministries Retreat with  

Fr. Chad Hatfield 

January 30th - 31st, 2026 
The Antiochian Orthodox Churches of the  
Chicago Deanery are excited to have Fr. Chad Hatfield,  
former dean of St. Vladimir Seminary. He will be speaking 
to the ministries of our churches. See the schedule below. 
Please click or scan the QR code to register. 
 

Schedule 
Friday, January 30th  
3:00pm - Clergy Retreat at St. George, Cicero 
 

Saturday, January 31st  
9am-3pm - Parish Council & Ministry Leaders Retreat  
   for all parishes at St. George, Cicero 
5pm-9pm - SOYO Retreat for all teens at  
   St. Mary, Palos Heights 
 
 

 
All Saints, Chicago   |   St. George, Cicero   
St. George, Spring Valley   |   St. Mary. Palos Heights 
Holy Transfiguration, Warrenville 
St. Katherine Mission, Niles 

Click here 
or scan the 
QR code to 

register. 

https://form.jotform.com/253565311469158
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Chicago Deanery  
SOYO RETREAT  

Fr. Chad Hatfield 

“Loyalty to Christ” 
 

January 31st, 2026                     
 

5:00pm - 9:30pm 
 

St. Mary Church 
6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 

 

All teens of the Antiochian Orthodox Churches of the  
Chicago Deanery are invited to a SOYO Retreat with  
Fr. Chad Hatfield, former dean of St. Vladimir Seminary.  
Please click or scan the QR code to register.  
 

Schedule 
5:00 PM   Great Vespers at St. Mary     8:15 PM   Games/Activities 
6:00 PM   Dinner                                       9:00 PM   Compline 
6:45 PM   Ice breakers                              9:30 PM   Pick-up 
7:15 PM   Session  
 

All Saints, Chicago   |   St. George, Cicero   
St. George, Spring Valley   |   St. Mary. Palos Heights 
Holy Transfiguration, Warrenville 
St. Katherine Mission, Niles 

Click here 
or scan the 
QR code to 

register. 

https://form.jotform.com/253565311469158
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Súplicas a la
Madre de
Dios

Oraciones a la
Virgen María
 en tiempos de

necesidad

VIERNES 13 DE FEBRERO - 6.30 PMVIERNES 13 DE FEBRERO - 6.30 PM

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church 

1220 S. 60th Ct, Cicero, IL

ESTUDIO
BÍBLICO
Tras la

finalización
de las

Súplicas
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West Campus MinistryWest Campus Ministry2026
Winter Session

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Location: Church of the Holy NativityChurch of the Holy Nativity
275 S RICHMOND AVE, CLARENDON HILLS, IL 60514

HUMILITY
“GOD TEACHES US HUMILITY BY 
REMINDING US TO SERVE AND NOT 
TO BE SERVED.” (MARK 18:45)

PATIENCE
“WE MUST TRUST IN GOD AND HIS 
TIMING AND REMAIN FAITHFUL 
DURING CHALLENGES.” (EXODUS 
34:6)

TRUST
“TRUST MEANS RELYING ON GOD 
AND HIS WORD COMPLETELY FOR 
OUR LIVES.” (MATTHEW 6:25-34)

LESSONSLESSONSPROGRAMPROGRAM

6:30PM – 7:00PM
WELCOME
(COFFEE AND REFRESHMENTS SERVED)

7:00PM – 8:00PM
ADULT LESSON
KIDS‛ CLUB (AGES 3-8)
JOY CLUB (AGES 9-12) 
LESSON AND ACTIVITIES/GAMES
TEEN SOYO (AGES 13-18)
LESSON AND ACTIVITIES/GAMES

8:00PM – 8:20PM
LITTLE COMPLINE SERVICE

8:20PM – 9:00PM
SOCIAL TIME
(COFFEE AND REFRESHMENTS SERVED)

TUESDAYSTUESDAYS

 “Humility” “Patience” “Trust”
How to understand humility, patience, and trust from the Bible.

Jan 20 —— Jan 27 —— Feb 3
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Wed
14 JAN

HUMILITY
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN & YAF
“GOD TEACHES US HUMILITY BY REMINDING US TO SERVE
AND NOT TO BE SERVED.”  (MARK 10:45)

Wed
21 JAN

GENEROSITY
A-MEN & TEEN SOYO
“IS GOD GENEROUS? GENEROSITY SHOWS US HOW TO
SHARE HIS BLESSINGS WITH OTHERS.”  (PROVERBS 19:17)

Wed
28 JAN

PATIENCE
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN & YAF
“WE MUST TRUST IN GOD AND HIS TIMING AND REMAIN
FAITHFUL DURING CHALLENGES.”   (EXODUS 34:6)

Wed
04 FEB

Wed
11 FEB

CHARITY
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN & YAF
“TRUE CHARITY REFLECTS THE HEART OF GOD, WHO IS
LOVE, TURNING OUR FAITH INTO ACTION.”  ( JOHN 3:16)

Wed
18 FEB

TRUST
A-MEN & TEEN SOYO 
“TRUST MEANS RELYING ON GOD AND HIS WORD
COMPLETELY FOR OUR LIVES.  (MATTHEW 6:25–34)

WWW.STKCHURCH.ORGSAINT KATHERINE THE GREAT ANTIOCHICAN ORTHODOX MISSION • 

CHASTITY
A-MEN & TEEN SOYO
“GOD TEACHES US TO BE PURE AND TO HONOR OURSELVES,
OTHERS, AND HIM IN OUR CHOICES.”  (PSALM 50:10)

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

Winter
S C H E D U L E

BY AGE GROUP
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Thurs
15 JAN

BAPTISM 
& CHRISMATION
“BAPTISM AND CHRISMATION ARE THE SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION
BRINGING PEOPLE INTO THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH.”  (MATTHEW
28:16-20)

Thurs
22 JAN

EUCHARIST
& HOLY COMMUNION
“HOLY COMMUNION UNITES US WITH CHRIST AND THE WHOLE
CHURCH THROUGH HIS BODY AND BLOOD, FOLLOWING HIS
COMMANDMENTS AND TRUE TEACHINGS.”  (MATTHEW 26:20-29)

Thurs
29 JAN

HOLY PENANCE
& CONFESSION
“THROUGH HOLY PENANCE, WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S MERCY
AND LEARN TO LIVE WITH A CLEAN HEART.”  (MATTHEW 9:13)

Thurs
05 FEB

Thurs
12 FEB

MARRIAGE
“HOLY MATRIMONY JOINS A MAN AND WOMAN IN GOD’S LOVE
AND BLESSES THEIR FAMILY LIFE TO DO HIS WILL.”
(EPHESIANS 5:20-33)

Thurs
19 FEB

HOLY ORDERS
& ORDINATION
“IS GOD CALLING? HOLY ORDERS SETS MEN APART TO SERVE
GOD AND HIS CHURCH.”  (ACTS 6:1-7)

7313 NORTH WAUKEGAN ROAD NILES, ILLINOIS 60714

HOLY UNCTION
“HOLY UNCTION / OIL BRINGS GOD’S HEALING TO THOSE
WHO ARE SICK IN BODY AND SOUL.”  ( JAMES 5:14-15)

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

ALL AGES

S A I N T  K A T H E R I N E  T H E  G R E A T
A N T I O C H I A N  O R T H O D O X

M I S S I O N
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Camp St. George
I-OWA

June 28-July 4, 2026

Registration Opens Registration Opens 
SOONSOON!!

SCAN ME

Pennsylvania

Sessions SELL OUT in 15 MINUTES! 
Register AT 7:00PM CST 

ON Wednesday, FEBRUARY 4th 
to secure your spot at the

Antiochian Village Summer 
Camp in Pennsylvania!Registrati on 

Opens
Wed | Feb 4

Antiochian
Village

REGISTER HERE

SCAN ME

https://avcamp.org/programs/summer-camp/
http://csgiowa.org/registration/
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NO CAMPER LEFT BEHIND!NO CAMPER LEFT BEHIND!

In 2025, 

39 CAMPERS 
from Saint George Church 

attended Camp!

SCHOLARSHIPS 
available from 

The Order of Saint Ignatius
Cicero Chapter and National!

No Camper Left Behind 
ALL Campers in need of financial 
assistance will be able to attend!

SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 

…coming in Spring 2026
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“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
– Joshua 4:15

Become a 
Saint George Church Member

THE 2026 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

COMING SOON!
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“As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.”

– Joshua 4:15

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
1220 S 60th Court • Cicero, Illinois 60804 • 708.656.2927 • www.StGeorgeChi.org • Office@StGeorgeChi.org

2024 2025 2026 Goals

# of Bapti sms 12 19 Everyone

# of Catechumens 
Converted 14 11 As many souls as possible

# of Sunday School 
Students 168 182 All Sunday School Aged 

Students

# Registered Committ ed 
Households 194 256 All who call Saint George 

Church their home

$ of Committ ed Giving 304,680 $368,807 $375,000

# of Automati c Giving 
Program 143 195 Everyone

2026 
MEMBERSHIP 

DRIVE
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Registration and Sponsorships 
COMING SOON!

SATURDAY,
JUNE 13, 2026

Golfing for a purpose

2525thth Annual Annual

GOLFGOLF CLASSICCLASSIC25 CLASSICCLASSIC

Save t
he D

ate!
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Saturday,Saturday,
September 26, 2026September 26, 2026

details to follow…details to follow…

SAVE THE SAVE THE 
DATEDATE

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church
Cicero, IL
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

SEASON OF EPIPHANYSEASON OF EPIPHANY
Traditi onally, at the feast of the Lord’s Epiphany 
(Bapti sm) on January 6th, the Great Blessing 
of the waters takes place and then is used to 
sancti fy the homes of all the faithful. In bringing 
the blessed water to the homes, and sprinkling 
it in each room, we rid our house of any evil 
infl uence, and rededicate it to God in a special 
way. 

As we were once renewed by the waters of our own bapti sm into 
Christ, so too our home, and our enti re lives, are re-dedicated and 
renewed unto Christ our God each year at this ti me.

HOME BLESSINGSHOME BLESSINGS
Please contact the Church Offi  ce at (708) 656-2927 or 
Offi  ce@StGeorgeChi.org to schedule your Home Blessing:

The following should be prepared for the Home Blessing:
• All members of family must 

be present
• Bible 
• Icon

• Lit Candle
• Burning Incense 

(Opti onal)
• Small Table (or dining room table)

The visit by Father Saba or Father Gabriel should be approximately 45 
minutes.  Several visits will be scheduled on a given day in order to 
reach and bless all families and homes this season. 

Once the Home Blessing Season is mostly over, Father Saba 
and Father Gabriel will conti nue regular Pastoral Visits, 
during which Father Saba or Father Gabriel will spend ample 
ti me with each family. SCAN ME

mailto:Office%40StGeorgeChi.org?subject=Schedule%20a%20Home%20Blessing

