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Welcome to Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church! 
This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church. The Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Church belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition, which 
express the continued commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  
Receiving Holy Communion in this Church is to adhere and commit to the One True Church, the Orthodox Church.
Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your name(s) to the Ushers and introduce yourself 
to Father Saba at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.

Welcome! Ahlan wa Sahlan! ���� � ����!!أهِلا و سھلا

OFFICE HOurS:
Monday–Friday: 8:30 am–5:00 pm

Saturday: By Appointment

Sunday: Closed

WEEKLy SErVICES SCHEduLE:
Saturdays:  Great Vespers as announced
Sundays:  9:15am Orthros (Matins) and
10:20am Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
Confession by Appointment

BrOTHErHOOd OF THE nOBLE JOSEPH:
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, PASTOR

V. Rev. Fr. Gabriel Coronel, ASSISTANT PRIEST

Dn. George Nassief
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Sdn. Mazen Khalifeh
Sdn. Raymond Antypas
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Protopsaltis Jameel Haddad, CHANTER

Chadi Karam, CHANTER / BYZANTINE CHOIR DIRECTOR

Matthew Ablan, CHANTER

Faraj Shahrstan, CHANTER

Trevor Lenhart, CHOIR DIRECTOR

Ryan McMahon, HEAD USHER

All Choir Members, Ushers, & Acolytes

CHurCH OFFICE:
Veronica Egan, OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

Samar Rihani, ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY

Holly Goljic, GRAPHIC DESIGNER

1220 South 60th Court
Cicero, Illinois  60804
PHONE: (708) 656-2927
FAX: (708) 656-1166
EMAIL: Office@StGeorgeChi.org
WEBSITE: www.StGeorgeChi.org
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Maher Eseed, MEMBER
Jeries Kahoush, MEMBER
Michael Moukheiber, MEMBER
Karen Nawas, MEMBER
Suhail Qumri, MEMBER
Joseph Rihani, MEMBER
Steve Saba, MEMBER
Eddy Shaheen, MEMBER

EX-OFFICIO MEMBErS:
Abeer Kari, ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN
Nina Ghanayem, YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP (YAF)
Angelina Imseeh, TEEN SOYO
Darlene N. Haddad, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE
Eli Haig, ARCHDIOCESE TRUSTEE
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The Most Reverend Metropolitan SABASABA, PrimatePrimate
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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26
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Glory to Thee, who has shown us the Light. Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will among men.
We praise thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy 
great glory.
O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty; 
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and 
the Holy Spirit.
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on 
us, thou that takest away the sins of the world.
Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.
For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, O 
Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father. Amen.
Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise Thy 
Name forever; yea, forever and ever.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without 
sin.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers, and 
praised and glorified be Thy Name forever. Amen.
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we do put 
our hope in thee.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. 
(thrice) 
Lord, Thou hast been our refuge in all generations. 
I said: Be merciful unto me; heal my soul, for I 
have sinned against Thee.
Lord, I have fled unto Thee: teach me to do Thy 
will, for Thou art my God.
For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light 
shall we see light.
O continue Thy lovingkindness unto them that 
know Thee.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us. (thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit.
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us.

THE GREAT DOXOLOGY
ْـدُُ للهِِ فــي الــعَلَاءِِ،  ِـرََ النــور، المََ�ج ْـدُُ ل�َـكََ يــا مُُظ�ه المََ�ج

ضِِ اـسََّللامُُ، وـفـي النـّـاسِِ المََسـرَّّة وعـلـى الأْرْ
ِـنْْ  ْـكُُرُُكََ م� ّـدُكََُ، نََ�ش جُُْدُُ ل�َـكََ نُمََُجِّّج ّ�بَِّحُُكََ نُبُــارِِكُُكََ، نَس� نُس�

دِِْك أـجـلِِ عظـيـمِِ جََلالِِ مََـج
بُُّّرَّ المََل�ــكُُ، الس�مَاويُُّ، الإلــهُُ، الآبُُ الضا�بِـطُُ  أيُّهُــا الــ
الــكُُلّّ. أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإ�بنُُْ الوََحيــدُُ، يا يَسَــوعُُ المََســيحُُ، 

وـيـا أيُّـُهـا اـرّّلوحُُ القُــدُسُ
لَََ اللهِِ يا ابــنََ الآبِِ، يــا رافِِعََ  أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإلــهُُ، يــا حََم�

يـا رافِِعََ خََطاـيـا العالَمَ ـْمْنـا، ـ حََْرْ خطيـئـةِِ العاـ�لـمِِ ا
الآبِِ  ييمــنِِ  عََــنْْ  الجال�ـِسُُ  أيُّهُــا  تَضَََرُُّعََنــا  ْلَْ  تَقَبـ�

ـْمْـنا حََْرْ وا
ــدَكَََ الــرََّبُُّ  دُُّوُسٌٌ، أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ ــدَكَََ �قـ َكََ أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ لأنـ�

ـدِِْ اللهِِ الآبِِ، آمــني يَـَـسوعُُ المََــيسحُُ، ــفي مََـجْ
دَِِ،  ــى الأ�ب ــمََكََ إل ــ�بِِّحُُ اسْْ ــارِِكُُكََ، وأُسََُ َـومٍٍ أُبُ ــي كُُ�لِِّ ي� ف

دَ دَِِ الأـب لـى أـب وإـ
فَظَََ في هذا اليَوَمِِ بِِغيِِر خََطةٍٍئي. ْلْنا يا رََبُُّ أنْْ نُْحْ أ�هِِّ

ــدٌٌ  ــبَّحٌٌَ ومُُمََجََّ ــا، وََمُُسََ ــهََ آبائِِن ــا رََبُُّ إل ْـتََ ي ــارََكٌٌ أن� مُُب
ني دِِب، آمـ لـى الأـ مُُْكََ إـ اسـْ

مََتُكََُ علَْيْنا، كََمِِثْلِِْ ا�تِِّكالِِنا عََكيل. لِِتَكَُُنْْ يا رََبُُّ رََْحْ
ني حُُقوقَكَ. )ثلاثاًً( مُُبارََكٌٌ أْنْتََ يا رََبُُّ عََ�لِِّْمْ

تُُْ  ْـتََ لنــا فــي يجــلٍٍ ويجــلٍٍ، أنــا ل�ق يــا رََبُُّ مََجْلْــأًً كُُن�
تُُْ  ــد خََطِِئ� ــي ق ْـفِِ نَفَســي لأنَّنَ ــي وا�ش ن حََْرْْمْ ــا رََبُُّ ا ي

إلـكي
ـلَََ رضــاكََ،  م�ْعْ نــي أنْْ أ يــا رََبُُّ إليــكََ لجــأتُُ فَعََ�لِِّْمْ

هـي وََُ إلـ نـتََ هـ َـكََ أـ لأـن
لأنََّ مِِنْْ قِِبَلَِِكََ عنََْيْ اليحاةِِ، وبِِنورِِكََ عناينُُ النور.

مََتَكَََ على الذين يرِِعفونَكَََ. فاسُُبْطْ رََْحْ
�قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ القــويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يمــوتُُ 

نــا. )ثلاثــاًً( ارحََْمْ
دُُ لِِلآبِِ والإنِِب والرّّوحِِ القُدُُسُِِ. المََْجْ

رِِْهْ الداهِِرينََ، آنيم. الآنََ وكُُلََّ أوانٍٍ وإلى دَ
نا. قُدُّوّسٌٌ الذي لا يَمَوتُُ ارحََْمْ

َـويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يَمَــوتُُ  �قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الق�
ـْمْنـا حََْرْ ا
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TODAY’S LITURGY INSERTS

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE GOSPEL BOOK
كََْرْْعْ لِِْلْمََسحِيِ، مََلِِكِِنا وإلهِِنا. خََ�لِِّصْْنا يا  جُُْسْْدْ ونَ هََلُمُّّوا لِِنَ

انََْبْ الله، يا مََنْْ قامََ مِِنْْ بَيَْْنِِ لأاموات، لِِنُرََُ�تِِّلََ لَكَََ. هََلِِلوييا

Come, let us worship, and fall down before Christ. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the Who art risen from the 
deaddead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

TROPARION OF SAINTS ATHANASIUS AND CYRIL (TONE 3)
القَوَيم،  الإيمان�  سََبل�ي  في  أَبعْفْالِِكُُما  تُْ�لَأْْ�مُا   تَلََأْ
ظافِِرََنِِْيْ  تُْوْمُا  فَغََدَََ فاسِِدٍٍ،  تَم�يلْعْ  كُُلََّ  تُمُا  ودََحََْضْ
نَْْيْتُمُا الجََيمعََ بالتَْقْوى، وزََيَّْنْتُمُا  حامِِلَنِِْيْ الغَنَائِِمََ، وأغْ
المََسحََي  تَجَِِدا  أنْْ  ْلّْ�هِّتُمُا  فأُ عََظيمََةًً،  زينَةًًَ  الكََنسََيةََ 

مََة. الرََّْحْ عََظمََي  الجََيمعََ  الواهِِبََ  الإلهََ، 

Shining forth with works of Orthodoxy, * ye 
quenched every false belief and teaching * and 
became trophy-bearers and conquerors. * And 
since ye made all things rich with true piety, * 
greatly adorning the Church with magnificence, * 
Athanasius and wise Cyril, ye justly found Christ 
God, * Who through your prayers doth grant Great 
Mercy unto all.

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 7)
سْوْ،  دََ الفِِْرْ لِِّ�لِّصِّ�ِ  تََ  وفَتََْحْ تََْوْ،  المََ بِِصََبِيلِكََ  تََ  حََطََْمْ
أنْْ  رُُسُُلَكَََ  تََْرْ  وأمََ بِِي،  ال�طِِّ حامِِلاتِِ  حََْوْ  نَ وََحََوََّْلْتََ 
مانِاًحً  الإلهُُ،  المََسيحُُ  أيُّهُا  تََ  قُْمْ قَْدْ  نَّأبكَََ  رِِْكْزوا،  يَ

العُمْظْى. مََةََ  الرََّْحْ العالَمَََ 

Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst 
open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the 
sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. 
And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, 
that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the 
world the Great Mercy.

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 7)
سْوْ،  دََ الفِِْرْ لِِّ�لِّصِّ�ِ  تََ  وفَتََْحْ تََْوْ،  المََ بِِصََبِيلِكََ  تََ  حََطََْمْ
أنْْ  رُُسُُلَكَََ  تََْرْ  وأمََ بِِي،  ال�طِِّ حامِِلاتِِ  حََْوْ  نَ وََحََوََّْلْتََ 
مانِاًحً  الإلهُُ،  المََسيحُُ  أيُّهُا  تََ  قُْمْ قَْدْ  نَّأبكَََ  رِِْكْزوا،  يَ

العُمْظْى. مََةََ  الرََّْحْ العالَمَََ 

Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst 
open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the 
sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. 
And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, 
that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the 
world the Great Mercy.

TROPARION OF SAINT GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR (TONE 4)
ولفُلقَُرَاءِِ  ومُُتِعِقٌٌ،  مُُحََر�ر  لسُُأملورينََ  أنَّكَََ  مبا 
والمََسََانِِيك عاضِِدٌٌ ونَاَصِِرٌٌ وللمََضََرى طببٌٌي وشََافٍٍ 
في  العظمُُي  أيها  ومُُحََارِِبٌٌ  مُُكافِِحٌٌ  المؤمِِننََي  وعنِِ 
الشُُدهاءِِ جاوريجوسُُ اللآبِِسُُ الظََفَرَ تَشَََفَّعَ إلى المسحِيِ 

الإلهِِ في خََلاصِِ نُفُُوُسِِنا.

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives,  
a help and support of the poor and needy, a 
healing physician of the sick, a contender and 
fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the 
victory clad George; intercede with Christ God for 
the salvation of our souls.

THE SYNAXARION
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EPISTLE READERS
English Arabic

Francesca HaigFrancesca Haig TodayToday Alice SabaAlice Saba

Fadel Khoury Jan 25 Sandy Eseed

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST (TONE 1)
دَعَََ  تَْسْْوْ امُُْلْ قَدََّسَََ  لِِْوْدِِهِِ  بِِمََ مََنْْ  يا  الإلهُُ،  المََسيحُُ  أيُّهُا 
عْمْانََ كََما لاقََ، وأرََْدْكََنا الآنََ  ِ، وبارََكََ يَدََْيْ سِِ البَتَولِِ�يِّ
وأ�يِِّدِِ  الحُُروبِِ،  في  بِِسََلامٍٍ  رََعِِيَّتََكَََ  فَْظْ  إْحْ وخََلَّصَََنا؛ 

دَْحْكَََ مُُحِِبٌٌّ لِِبَْلْشَََر. ، بِِما أنَّكَََ وََ بَْحْتَْبْهَُُْمْ المُُلوكََ الذينََ أ

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst 
sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst 
bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save 
us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them 
whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the 
Lover of mankind.

KONTAKION FOR THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON (TONE 8)
Only at Saint George Church in Cicero

إني أنا عبدُكُِِ يا والةَدَ الإله* اكتُبُُُ لكِِ راياتِِ الغلبة يا 
جنيَّدةًًَ مُُحاةيم* وأُدقمُُ لكِِ الشُُكرََ كََمُُنقذةٍٍ نََم الشََّدادئ* 
التي لا تُحََُارََب* اعقِِتيني نم  العِِزََةََ  أنََّ لكِِ  لنك مبا 
صُُنوفِِ الدشادئ* حتى أرُُصخََ إلكِِي إفرحي يا عرواًسً 

لا عروسََ لها.

To thee the champion leader, * I thy city offer  
thanks of victory. * O Theotokos, thou who hast 
delivered me from terror.   * But as thou hast that 
power which is invincible, * From all dangers set 
me free and deliver me.  That I may cry unto thee: 
* Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

THE SYNAXARION
On January 18th in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our Fathers among the Saints Athanasius 

and Cyril, Patriarchs of Alexandria.

Athanasius hath died, yet I call him living, for the righteous live, though by death they be taken.
Today the memorial of the exile of Cyril, but not his ever-memorable death, creation keepeth.

On the eighteenth buried they Athanasius’ dead body.
These wise teachers of truth and defenders of Christ’s Church share a joint Feast in recognition of their 

dogmatic writings which affirm the truth of the Orthodox Faith, correctly interpret the Holy Scripture, and 
censure the delusions of the heretics.  Athanasius took part in the First Ecumenical Council when he was 
still a deacon.  He surpassed everyone there in his zeal to uphold the teaching that Christ is consubstantial 
(homoousios) with the Father, and not merely a creature, as the Arians proclaimed.  This radiant beacon of 
Orthodoxy spent most of his life in exile from his See, because of the plotting of his enemies.  He returned 
to his flock as he was approaching the end of his life.  Like an evening star, he illumined the Orthodox 
faithful with his words for a little while, and then reposed in 373.  Cyril was the nephew of Patriarch 
Theophilus of Alexandria, who educated him from his youth.  He succeeded to his uncle’s position in 412, 
but was deposed through the intrigues of the Nestorian heretics.  He later resumed his See, however.  Cyril 
presided at the Third Ecumenical Council in 431, which censured the Nestorian blasphemy against the 
Most Holy Theotokos.  His wise words demonstrated the error of their false doctrine.  Cyril departed to the 
Lord in 444.

On this day, we also commemorate the Martyr Theodoula of Anazarbus and her companions; and 
Maximos, the Serbian ruler. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers.

For Thou are justified in all that Thou hast done 

for us.

The Reading from the Epistle of The Reading from the Epistle of 

Saint Paul to the Hebrews (13:7-16)Saint Paul to the Hebrews (13:7-16)

Brethren, remember your leaders, those who 

spoke to you the Word of God; consider the 

outcome of their life, and imitate their faith.  

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and forever. Do not be led away by diverse and 

strange teachings; for it is well that the heart 

be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which 

have not benefited their adherents. We have an 

altar from which those who serve the tent have 

no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals 

whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by 

the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned 

outside the camp. So Jesus also suffered outside 

the gate in order to sanctify the people through 

His own blood. Therefore, let us go forth to Him 

outside the camp and bear the abuse He endured. 

For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the 

city, which is to come. Through Him then let us 

continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His 

Name. Do not neglect to do good and to share 

what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God.

مُُبارََكٌٌ أنتََ يا ربُُّ إلهََ آبائنا.

لأنكََ عََلٌٌْدْ في كُُ�لِِّ ما نَصْعْتََ بِنَِاَ.

فَصَْْلٌٌ مِِنْْ رِِسالَةَِِ قِِلادّّيسِِ بولُسََُ 

رََلاسولِِ إلى لاعِِبْْرانيين )13:7-16(

َـةِِ  وََْةُُ، اذْك�ْرُوا مُُدَ�بِِّريك�مُُُ الذيــنََ كََلَّمَوك�ْمُْ بِِكََلِِم� يــا إِِخ�

ْمِْ   دَوا بإيمانِِ�ه ْمِْ وات�ْقْ َـةِِ تَصَََرُُّفِِ�ه ــوا فــي عاقِِب� الله. تَأََمَََّل

ــى  مََْوَْ وإل  سِِْ والي� وََُ، أَم� وََُ ه� ــحََي ه� ــوعََ المََس إنََّ يَسَ

ةٍٍَ.  ــةٍٍ غََريب� عََ ِ ــمََ مُُتَنََ�وِّ ــادوا لِِتَعَالي رْ. لا تَْنْق دَى الدَّه� م�

َـةِِ  عِِْطْم� َـةِِ لا بِِالأَ بُُْ بِِال�نِِّم�ْعْ َـتََ القَل� ــنُُ أَنَْْ يُثَُب� سُُْحْ َـهُُ يَ فَإَن�

ــاًً، لا  ــا مََبَْذْحَ ــا. إنََّ لَنَ ه ــنََ تَعَاطََْوْ عِِِ الذي ْمَْ يَتَْنْف� ــي ل� الت

ْـهُُ.  ــوا مِِن� ــكِِنََ أَنَْْ يَْأْكُُل ُـونََ المََْسْ ــنََ يَخَْْدُم� ــْلْطانََ لِِلَّذَي سُُ

َـةِِ  ــنِِ الخََطئ�ي ــا عََ ــلُُ بِِدَمَِِه ــي يُْدْخََ ــاتِِ الت نَََّ الحََيَوَان �لِأَ

ســامُُها  ْـرََقُُ أَْجْ َـةِِ، تُح� دَِِ رََيئــسِِ الكََهََن� دْاسِِ بِِي� إلــى الأََ�ق

ــارِِجََ  مَََ خ ــاًً تَأََل� ــوعُُ أَْيْض ِـكََ يَسَ َـةِِ. فَلَِِذل� ــارِِجََ المََحََل� خ

رُُْْجْ إذَنَْْ إليــهِِ،  هِِِ. فَنَْلْخ� سََ ال�شْعَْبََ �بدَِمَِِ نَس�ْفْ البــابِِ لِِيُق��دَِِّ

سََْ لَنَــا  َـةِِ، حامِِيلــنََ عــارََهُُ. لأَن�َـهُُ لَي� إلــى خــارِِجِِ المََحََل�

هِِِ  ْبْ �ب �رَِِّ ةَ. فَنُْلْق� بُُُ الآتِِي� ل�ْطْ ْلَْ نَ ةٌٌَ، �ب ةٌٌَ باقِِي� ــا مََدين� هََهُُن

ـرَُُ شِِــفاهٍٍ  ــبحِيِ كُُلََّ حيــنٍٍ، وََهِِــيََ ثَم� إذَنَْْ ذَحََيبــةََ التَّْسْ

ســانََ والمؤاســاةََ، فــإنََّ  مِِْهِِ. لا تَْنْســوا الإْحْ مُُتَْعْرَِِف�ةٍٍَ لاس�

حِ ذَِِهِِ الذَّبَاـئ لََْ هـ تَـَضـي مِِـث اللهََ يَْرْ

EPISTLE
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel The Reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to Saint Luke (17:12-19)according to Saint Luke (17:12-19)

At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was 

met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and 

lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, 

have mercy on us.”  When He saw them He said 

to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”  

And as they went they were cleansed.  Then one 

of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 

back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell 

on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks.  Now 

he was a Samaritan.  Then Jesus said, “Were not 

ten cleansed?  Where are the nine?  Was no one 

found to return and give praise to God except this 

foreigner?”  And He said to him, “Rise and go your 

way; your faith has made you well.”

فَصَلٌٌ �شَـريفٌٌ مِِن بِِشــارََةِِ قِِلادّّيس 

لوقــا بَلاشَــيرِِ لاتِّ�ِلميــذِِ لاطّّاهِِر )17:12-19(

لٌٌِ إلــى قَي�رةٍٍَ  ِـكََ الزََّمــان، فميــا يَسَــوعُُ داخ� فــي ذَل�

ــدٍٍ،  نِ بَيع ــوا م� صٍٍرُ وََوََقَفَ ــالٍٍ �ب ــرََةُُ رِِج ــتَقَبَلََهَُُ عََش اس

ــمُُ ارحََمنا.  مُ قائِِيلــنََ: يــا يَسَــوعُُ المُُعَل�� وََرََفعــوا أَصَواتََ�ه

َـكُُم  ضُُْمْــوا وََأَرَََوا الكََهََن�ةَََ أَفُنس� مُ ا ّـا رََآه�مُ قــالََ لََ�ه فَلََم�

َـا  مُ، لَم� دًِاً مِِن�ه رَوا. وََإنََّ واح� وََفميــا ه�مُ مُُنطََلِِقــونََ طََ�ه

ِـدُُ اللهََ بِِصََــوتٍٍ عََظيــم  َـعََ يُمََُجِجِّ رََأى أَن�َـهُُ �قدَ �برَِِئََ، رََج�

َهُُ وََكانََ  ـهِِِ عِِنــدََ قَدََمَََيــهِِ شــاكِِرًًا لـ� وََخََــرََّ عََلــى وََج�ه

دَ  ــرََةُُ �ق ــسََ العَشَ ــالََ، أَلََيَ ــوعُُ وََق ــابََ يَسَ ســامِِرِِيًّاً، فَأََجَ

دََِ  عُُِ لِِيُمََُجِجِّ َـنْْ يَج�ر ْدَْ م� رَوا فَأََيَــنََ ال�تِّسِــعَةَُ؟ُ أَل�مَ يُوُج� طََ�ه

ْـضِِ، إيمان�ُـكََ  اللهََ إلاََّ ه�َـذا الأَنَجبَــيََّ؟ وََقــالََ ل�ــهُُ، �قمُ وام�

كَ ـقدَ خََلَّـصَ

GOSPEL FOR THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY
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Coffee Hour Sponsors:
Today – George and Meysoon 

Musa and Family
Jan 25 – Dr. George and Samar Alamir 

and Family
Feb 1 – Fairouz Rayan and Family
Feb 8 – OPEN
Feb 15 – OPEN
Feb 22 – OPEN

Holy Bread Offered By:
Today – Bechara and Natividad 

Saad and Family
Jan 25 – Dr. George and Samar Alamir 

and Family
Feb 1 – Fairouz Rayan and Family

– Issa and Hanadi Bannourah and 
Family

– Michael and Diana Moukheiber 
and Family

Feb 8 – Nuha Lussi and Family
Feb 15 – Reimoon and Jumana Imsaih 

and Family
Feb 22 – OPEN
Mar 1 – OPEN
Mar 8 – OPEN
Mar 15 – OPEN
Mar 22 – OPEN
Mar 29 – OPEN

YAF COFFEE 
and 

FELLOWSHIP 
SPONSORS

↳ Feb 1 – Sali Esber

↳ Feb 15 – OPEN

SCAN ME

MEMORIALS
Feb 1Feb 1 •	 40-Day Memorial Service for 

†SALWA SHOMALI†SALWA SHOMALI, offered by Issa 
and Hanadi Bannourah and family.

•	 5-year Memorial Service for †CAROL †CAROL 
MOUKHEIBERMOUKHEIBER, offered by Michael 
and Diane Moukheiber and family.

Feb 8Feb 8 1-Year Memorial Service for †NADIA †NADIA 
LUSSILUSSI, offered by Nuha Lussi and 
family.

Feb 15Feb 15 40-Day Memorial Service for †AMER †AMER 
IMSAIHIMSAIH, offered by Reimoon and 
Jumana Imsaih and family.

CONDOLENCES
The clergy and parishioners of Saint George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church of Cicero offer 
their sincerest condolences to:
Ribhi and Norma Zayed and Wajeeh and Mine 
Faqa on the falling asleep of their sister, 
†RUWAIDA FAQ†RUWAIDA FAQAA, last week in Nazareth, 
Palestine.

Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!

BIRTHDAYS
Happy 80th Birthday to IBRAHIM ZAYEDIBRAHIM ZAYED last 
week!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TodayToday •	 Pre-Communion Prayers

•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pg. 13)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 14)
•	 The Order-Cicero Chapter Induction of 2026 Officers
•	 Coffee Hour
•	 Annual General Assembly Meeting (see pgs. 34-35)

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy

12:30 pm
Mon, Jan 19Mon, Jan 19 Antiochian Women (AW) Officers’ Meeting 6:30 pm
Tue, Jan 20Tue, Jan 20 •	 Election of Parish Council Officers Zoom Meeting

•	 West Campus Ministry (see pg. 29)
•	 Antiochian Men (A-Men) Officers’ Meeting

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
9:00 pm

Fri, Jan 23Fri, Jan 23 Marriage Ministry Couples’ Dinner – A Night in Italy (see pg. 24) 7:30 pm
Sat, Jan 24Sat, Jan 24 •	 Great Vespers Service

•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Movie Night (see pg. 18)
5:00 pm

After Vespers
Sun, Jan 25Sun, Jan 25 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers

•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pg. 13)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 14)
•	 Induction of 2026 Parish Council
•	 Coffee Hour

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy

Tue, Jan 27Tue, Jan 27 West Campus Ministry (see pg. 29) 6:30 pm
Fri, Jan 30Fri, Jan 30 Deanery Meeting and Clergy Retreat (see pg. 22) 3:00 pm
Sat, Jan 31Sat, Jan 31 •	 Deanery Leadership Retreat (see pg. 22)

•	 Deanery Picnic Committee Meeting
•	 Deanery SOYO Retreat hosted by Saint Mary’s Church, Palos 

Heights, IL (see pgs. 22-23)

9:00 am
3:00 pm
5:00 pm 

Sun, Feb 1Sun, Feb 1 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers
•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pg. 13)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 14)
•	 Coffee Hour
•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship (see pg. 17)
•	 Altar Leadership Meeting

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy
After Liturgy

Mon, Feb 2Mon, Feb 2 Antiochian Men (A-Men) Officers’ Monthly Zoom Meeting 9:00 pm
Tue, Feb 3Tue, Feb 3 West Campus Ministry (see pg. 29) 6:30 pm
Wed, Feb 4Wed, Feb 4 Sunday School Teachers’ Zoom Training 8:00 pm
Sat, Feb 7Sat, Feb 7 Great Vespers Service

Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Social Outing (see pg. 19)
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
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“Bethany Houses” for Our Time
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

I was compelled to travel earlier than planned, before the meeting of the Holy Antiochian Synod in October of last year (2025), to 
Lebanon in order to attend to several personal matters—medical and legal—and to bring them to a close. During that time, I was given 
the opportunity to stay for a period in a retreat house belonging to one of our monasteries there. From it, I would go out to attend to the 
matters that had brought me, and then return.

That period granted me something I deeply needed: inner calm, through intensified prayer, reading, and walking in nature. I have long 
emphasized the importance of spiritual retreats. Although my retreat was in a sense forced and mixed with necessary obligations, I 
nonetheless experienced its benefit, both spiritually and physically.

The Orthodox tradition is well acquainted with frequenting monasteries. Traditionally, spiritual retreats in the Orthodox world consist 
of spending a few days in a monastery, during which the believer follows the monastery’s daily cycle of prayers. In addition, the elder 
or abbess assigns a personal rule that includes spiritual reading, a prayer rule, and work.

Since monasteries are unable to receive all the faithful, many parishes in recent years have turned to organizing group spiritual retreats—
whether in monasteries, parishes, or nearby suitable locations—where participants spend one or more days in an atmosphere of prayer, 
reading, spiritual conversation, and shared life. These retreats help people recover something of a return to themselves, granting inner 
peace and allowing them to taste the joy of Christian fellowship within the family of Christ.

The contemporary human being lives under mounting tension caused by the accelerating pace of daily life and its pressures. Long 
working hours, economic strain, exhausting commutes, consumerist lifestyles, and constant preoccupation with livelihood concerns—
along with many other factors—have led to exhaustion, frayed nerves, loss of inner balance, mental confusion, and depression that has 
become one of the most widespread illnesses of our age. Medical statistics indicate that sedatives are among the most commonly sold 
medications.

All of this requires that the Church not limit herself to preaching and teaching alone, but that she accompany them with renewed 
pastoral ministry and care for the human person, both collectively and individually. This need is one of the reasons behind my call to 
revive the ministry of the diaconate in our Archdiocese. At the Archdiocese Convention in 2023, I also called for the revival of prayer 
groups in parishes and spoke briefly about retreat houses.

People today need the Church’s help in organizing short or extended spiritual retreats, taking into account small groups—no more than 
twenty participants—in quiet, natural settings close to the parish, both to reduce costs and to encourage those with limited means to 
participate. Participants spend the day in common, quiet prayer. The program should include times for silence, spiritual reading, shared 
Gospel reflection, discussion around spiritual texts or sayings, as well as silent walks in nature accompanied by the Jesus Prayer.

Such a retreat should not be spiritually burdensome, financially costly, nor merely a recreational activity. The modern person, worn 
down by nervous strain, needs a period of rest—a kind of spiritual, psychological, and even physical convalescence. Secular spiritual 
organizations are already offering such programs and workshops. This is all the more reason, then, for the Church to make this ministry 
one of her top priorities—if we truly desire, and we must desire, to seek the salvation of humanity, for whose sake God became 
incarnate. Is not salvation the very mission of the Church?

We must not content ourselves with offices for administrative and spiritual appointments alone. I say repeatedly to our priests: I do 
not want you to be managers of religious enterprises; I want you to be spiritual fathers and shepherds of souls. We must nourish the 
contemporary human person and help him deepen his life and personal relationship with God. In Christ alone does one find the meaning 
and purpose of life, and through Him discover the true joy for which the heart longs. A Church whose members do not taste the joy of 
Christ, purity of life, lived love, and mutual support remains nothing more than a religious association. Christ did not come to establish 
an association—even a religious one. He did not found a religion; He offered a way of life. The Church is His Body, and His Body is 
always alive. The Church is a living, vibrant organism, overflowing with life.

When I was Metropolitan of the Archdiocese of Hauran, by God’s grace I was able to acquire a house in one of the most beautiful 
regions of Syria and transform it into a retreat house, which I named “Bethany House.” Did not Christ Himself go to Bethany, to His 
friend Lazarus and his sisters, to find rest with them? I intended it to be a place of spiritual, psychological, and restorative renewal for 
the sons and daughters of that archdiocese who were exhausted by the ongoing war. Very quickly, however, it became a destination 
sought by believers from various archdioceses. How I wish that some capable and generous faithful would take the initiative to establish 
retreat houses—“Bethany Houses”—for the people of our Archdiocese here in North America.

I dream that in the near future we will have retreat houses in many areas of the Archdiocese, places our faithful can visit to spend days 
of joy in the presence of God and one another. In this way, we encourage one another to choose the “good portion” that will not be taken 
away from us. Encourage one another to provide the Archdiocese with retreat houses—for yourselves and for your children after you.
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»بيوت عنيا« لامعاصرة
الرتموبولتي سابا )اسبر(

اضطــررت إلــى الســرف مبكــاًرً، قبــل اعنقــاد المجمــع الأنطاكــي المقــسد فــي شتــرين الأول مــن العــام الماضــي )2025(،  إلــى لبنــان 
لتماعبــة عبــض الأمــور الشــةيصخ، علــى الديعصيــن الحصــي والقانونــي وإهناهئــا. وهكــذا تســنّتّ لــي الصرفــة لأن أقضــي فتــرة فــي 
منســك يتبــع لأحــد أديترنــا هنــاك. كنــت أنطلــق منــه لتماعبــة مــا أيتــت مــن ألجــه وأعــود إليــه تاليــاًً. منتحنــي لتــك التفــرة عبضــاًً ممــا كنــت 

أحتاـهج ـنم ـدهوء داخـلـي ـبسـبب ثكتـفي اـصللاة والمطالـةع والـريس ـفـي الطبـيةع
كنــت ولا أزال أشــدد علــى أهيمــة اللخــوات الروحيــة. وعلــى الغرــم مــن أن لخوتــي كانــت قســرية وشمــوةب تمباعبــة مــا اضطــررت إلــى 

الـمجـيء ـنم أجـهل، إلا أـننـي لـمتس فاـتدئهـا حـتـى عـلـى عصـدي ـنشـاطي الروـحـي والـجيدس
يعــفر التــراث الأرثوكذســي التــددر علــى الأديــرة. واللخــوات الروحيــة تقديليــاًً، مكــا تُمُــارس فــي العالــم الأرثوكذســي، هــي قضــاء 
بضعــة أيــام فــي الديــر. يتبــع المؤمــن خلالهــا نربامــج الديــر مــن حيــث دورة اللصــوات اليويمــة. بالإضافــة إلــى ذلــك يعطيــه الشــيخ 

)رئـسي( أو الـةخيش )رـيئةسالدير( نرباـماًجً ـاًيصخشً يتضـنم ـرقاءة روحـةي وقاـنـون صلاة ـةيصخش وعـلم
ولأن الأديــرة يغــر قــادرة علــى اســتقبال يمجــع المؤمنيــن، لجــتأ ثكــرة مــن الرعايــا فــي الســنوات الأيخــرة إلــى تنظيــم لخــوات روحيــة 
مجاعيــة، فــي الأديــرة أو الرعايــا أو منطقــة رقيبــة مناســبة، حيــث يقضــي الشمــكرتون هنــاراًً أو أثكــر فــي جــو مــن الــصلاة والقــراءة 
ــذات، ممــا يمنهحــم  ــى ال ــوات فــي اســعتادة شــاًئيً مــن العــودة إل ــاة الشمــةكرت. تســاعدهم هــذه اللخ ــار اليح ــة واتخب والأحاديــث الروحي

ـدهواًءً دالخـاًيً، ويذيقـمه ـحرف الـةكرش الـمةيحيس ـفـي عائـةل الـمحيس
ييعــش الإنســان العماصــر توتــاًرً تــدزاد حتدــه مــن جــراء تســارع إيقــاع اليحــاة اليويمــة وضغوطهــا. إلــى ذلــك المعــل الطويــل والضغــط 
ــى عوامــل أخــرى  ــة إل ــرة، بالإضاف ــاة الاســهتلاكي والاشنــغال مهبــوم عماشــةي كتماث ــة ومنــط اليح الاصتقــايد والمــواصلات الرمهق
يثكــرة، أدى إلــى إرهــاق الإنســان العماصــر ولتــف أعصابــه ورخوجــه مــن ذاتــه وشتــويش ذهنــه وإصاتبــه بالكآبــة، التــي غــتد أثكــر 

أمــراض الصعــر اشتنــاراًً. يفتــد الإحصــاءات الطبيــة أن الأدويــة الئدهمــة هــي الأثكــر مبعيــاًً!!
هــذا لكــه يحّّتــم علــى الكنيســة أالّا فتكتــي بالوعــظ واليلعتــم، وأن رتفقمهــا تبنشــطي المدخــة الرعويــة والاهمتــام بالإنســان علــى اليعصــد 
العــام والشــصخي فــي آن. تُعُــد هــذه الحاجــة أحــد أســباب دعوتــي إلــى إحيــاء مدخــة المشوســةي فــي الأشربــةي. وكنــت قــد دعــوت فــي 

مؤمتــر الأشربــةي فــي العــام 2023 إـلـى إحـيـاء مجاـعـات صلاة ـفـي الرعاـيـا، وـذترك ـاًئيشً ـنع بـيـوت الخـلـوات الروحـةي
يتحــاج إنســان اليــوم إلــى مســاعدة الكنيســة فــي تنظيــم لخــوات روحيــة يصقــرة أو طويلــة خأتــذ يعبــن الاعتبــار اشــرتاك عــدد لا يجتــاوز 
ــاًً للنفقــات وشتــاًعيجً لــذوي الخدــل الحمــدود علــى الاشــرتاك فهيــا.  الشعــرين، فــي منطقــة طبيعيــة هائدــة ورقيبــة مــن الرعيــة، فيفخت
يقضــي الشمــكرتون اليــوم فــي صلاة هائدــة يشــكرت اليمجــع فهيــا، وينظــم البنرامــج يحبــث يعطــي الشمــنيكرت أوقاتــاًً لمصلــت والقــراءة 
الروحيــة، ومأتــلٍٍ إليجنــي شمــكرت وحــوار حــول صنــوص أو أقــوال روحيــة بالإضافــة إلــى مســري فــي الطبعيــة صامــت ربفقــه صلاة 

يـسـوع
لا كتــون هــذه اللخــوة ضاغطــة روحيــاًً، ولا فلكمــة ماديــاًً، ولا شنــاطاًً جمــرّّد رتفهيــي. فإنســان الصعــر الرمهــق عصبيــاًً حباجــة إلــى 
قضــاء فتــرة نقاهــة أو اســمجتام روحــي عصبــي فنســي وحتــى جســيد. باتــت هئيــات روحاينــة لا دينيــة تنظــم هكــذا حلقــات او دورات 
لذلــك فالأولــى بالكنيســة أن عجتــل هــذه المدخــة مــن أولــى أولوياهتــا، إن شــئنا، ويجــب أن شنــاء، أن نســعى إلــى خلاص البشــر الــذي 

ـجتدس الله ـنم أـلجمه. ألـسي اـخللاص رـسـالة الكنـيةس أساـاًس؟ً
يجــب أالّا فتكنــي كمباتــب لرملاعجــات الروحيــة والإداريــة. أقــول لهكنتنــا دومــاًً لا أريكدــم رجــال أعمــال دينيــة، رنيــد آبــاءًً روحييــن، 
ورعــاة فنــوس. عيلنــا تغذيــة الإنســان العماصــر ومســاعهتد علــى يمعتــق حياتــه وعلاتقــه الشــةيصخ بــالله. بالمســحي فقــط يجــد عمنــى 
ــرية  ــاء الس ــحي ونق ــحر المس ــا ف ــذوق أعضاؤه ــي لا ي ــة الت ــه. الكنيس ــو إلي ــذي يصب ــي ال ــحر الحقيق ــه يشتكــف الف ــا، وب ــه وغايهت حيات
واتخبــار الحمبــة والعتاضــد تبقــى يعمجــة دينيــة لا يغــر، والمســحي لــم يــتأ إلــى أرضنــا ليؤســس يعمجــة ولــو دينيــة. هــو لــم يؤســس 

ديـاًنً، ـلب طريـةق حـيـاة. الكنـيةس ـجهدس، وـجهدس ـحـي عـلـى اـدلوام. الكنـيةس كـيـان ـحـي وحـيـوي يـمـور بالحـيـاة
عنمدــا كنــت مطرانــاًً لأشربــةي حــوران، اســتطتع بنمعــة الله أن أتقنــي تيبــاًً فــي أحــد أمجــل مناطــق ســوريا، وحولتــه إلــى يبــت للخلــوة، 
وســهتيم يب“ــت عنيــا”. ألــم يكــن المســحي يذهــب إلــى يبــت عنيــا، إلــى دصيقــه لعــازر وأيتخــه لتريــاح عندهــم؟ أرتدــه مــكان اســمجتام 
روحــي عصبــي رتفهيــي لأبنــاء الأشربــةي العتمبيــن مــن جــراء الحــبر الدائــرة فــي البلــد. لكنــه ســرعان مــا صــار مطلبــاًً لــلك المؤمنيــن 
مــن لتخمــف الأشربــيات. كــم أمتنــى لــو يبــادر عبــض المؤمنيــن المقدتريــن إلــى إحيــاء يبــوت لخــوة )يبــوت عنيــا( لأبنــاء أشربــتينا هنــا 

ـفـي أمـكريا الـمشالةي
أحلــم بــنأ يكــون لنــا فــي المســتقبل القريــب يبــوت لخــوة فــي أماكــن يثكــرة مــن الأشربــةي، يعودهــا مؤمنونــا ليقضــوا أيــام فــحر حصببــة 
الله وعبضهــم. بذلــك شنــعج عبضنــا علــى ايتخــار النيصــب الصالــح الــذي لا يُنُــعز ن�مّـا. شــعجوا عبضكــم علــى اتقنــاء الأشربــةي يبــوت 

خـلـوة لـمك ولأولاـدمك ـنم ـدعبمك
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Curriculum Update
• • • • • • • THE BEATITUDES • • • • • • •

Matthew 5:3-12
BlessedBlessed  are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.
BlessedBlessed  are those who mourn, for they shall 
be comforted.
BlessedBlessed  are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth.
BlessedBlessed  are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be filled.
BlessedBlessed  are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
BlessedBlessed  are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
BlessedBlessed  are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
BlessedBlessed  are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.
BlessedBlessed  are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil 
against you falsely for My sake.
RejoiceRejoice  and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven.

During the Annual General Assembly Meeting, 
Sunday School hosts a pizza party for the students 
ages 4-12. Usually, this includes a movie as well, 
and this allows the parents to participate in the 
Annual General Assembly Meeting.

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student
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CREATING MEMORIES

UPCOMING EVENTS.. .UPCOMING EVENTS.. .
Sundays after Communion Sunday School Classes

Sundays 12:30pm – 1:00 pm CAF Projects Workdays

WED | JAN 21 AV CAMP REGISTRATION @ 7:00 PM

Sun | Mar 1 Sunday of Orthodoxy Procession

Sun | Mar 8 CAF Projects Due

Sat | Mar 14 Confession Retreat

Sun | Mar 15 Adoration of Cross Procession

Sat | Mar 28 Sacrament of Confession (grades 3-12)

Sun | Apr 5 Palm Sunday – NO CLASSES

Sun | Apr 12 Great and Holy Pascha (Easter) – NO CLASSES

Sun | May 3 Godparents’ Sunday

Sun | May 31 Recognition Sunday – LAST DAY OF CLASSES

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student
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Immediately aft er Communion, the children’s ministry, 
“GOD’S LITTLE LIGHTS”, will take place in the cry room 

(2nd fl oor by elevator) every Sunday.

This ministry serves all 3-YEAR-OLDS and 4-YEAR-OLDS 
(born aft er September 1, 2021). At least one parent, 
father or mother, must att end along with their children.  

Younger siblings are welcome with the parents.
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ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS

>  >  >  1ST GRADE AND OLDER  <  <  <
are invited to parti cipate!

Registration 
Deadline –> SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026

CAF  Projects
Due –> SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2026

Questions? 
NADINE YOUEL, CAF Coordinator –> SundaySchool@StGeorgeChi.org
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In 2025, the
Young Adult Fellowship...

Welcomed

40
new members to YAF

Made

22
trips to drop off donated items

from the Charity Center
(Located in the Church Hall next

to the Jerusalem Bookstore)

Consumed over

600
cups of coffee

Raised and donated

$300
to International Orthodox
Christian Charities (IOCC)
for the Holy Land and Gaza

Raised and donated

$578
for school supplies for

homeless children in Cicero

Raised and donated

$924
from the Lenten coin boxes for the

Food For Hungry People charity

Assembled and donated

25
"Blessing Bags" for people in need

Received

$1,568
in donations for the

26
college care packages we
assembled and mailed out

to YAF students

YA F

The Young Adult Fellowship is more than a social group, it is an
essential part of the life, growth, and stability of our Parish. Rooted
in their commitment to Christ, the young adults actively serve both

the Church and the wider community.

With over fifty young adults regularly attending Sunday services,
their leadership speaks for itself. Whether it is serving in the altar,
chanting and singing in the choir, teaching Sunday School, reading

the dismissal prayers, or organizing their beloved coffee hour.

The young adults at Saint George Church have proven to be a vital
force that strengthens our Parish for future generations to come.

2 0 2 5

The Young Adul t  Fe l lowship  at  the  Heart

of  Sa int  George  Church

The Young Adul t  Fe l lowship  a t  the  Heart
of  Sa int  George  Church

R E W I N D
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Y o u n g  A d u l t  F e l l o w s h i p

INVITING ALL YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, YOUNG MARRIED COUPLES,
AND COLLEGE STUDENTS (AGES 18+)

SAVE-THE-DATE

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL

Sat, January 24th

Sun, February 1st

Sat, February 7th

Sun, February 15th

Sat, February 21st

Sun, March 1st

Sat, January 24th

Sun, February 1st

Sat, February 7th

Sun, February 15th

Sat, February 21st

Sun, March 1st

Movie Night: Paul, Apostle of Christ

YAF Coffee Hour

Social Outing at Activate Games in Oakbrook

YAF Coffee Hour

Pre-Lenten Spiritual Retreat

YAF Coffee Hour
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MOVIE NIGHT
PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Young Adult Fellowship (YAF)

5PM Great Vespers ServiceSat | 01.24.2026

Inviting all Young Professionals, Young Married 
Couples, and College Students (ages 18+)

RSVP HERE
SCAN ME

$5/person

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Inviting all Young Professionals, Young 
Married Couples, and College Students (18+)

RSVP by Wed
02.04.2026

SCAN ME

Sat|Feb 7
$30/ticket to Activate Games

meet for food afterwards (not included)

1600 16th St, Unit 6
Oak Brook, IL 60523

at
7pm

Activate
GamesGames

Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Social 
at

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events


20

A��A��  T���� (13-18) W������!T���� (13-18) W������!

TEEN SOYO ACTIVITIESTEEN SOYO ACTIVITIES

SUN, JAN 18SUN, JAN 18 Saint George Church Annual General Assembly Saint George Church Annual General Assembly 
Meeti ng and Electi onsMeeti ng and Electi ons
All Teens invited to parti cipateAll Teens invited to parti cipate

SAT, JAN 31SAT, JAN 31 Deanery SOYO Retreat Deanery SOYO Retreat hosted by Saint Mary’s hosted by Saint Mary’s 
Anti ochian Orthodox Church, Palos Heights, ILAnti ochian Orthodox Church, Palos Heights, IL

SAT, FEB 21SAT, FEB 21 Teen SOYO Social Event @ Dave & Buster’sTeen SOYO Social Event @ Dave & Buster’s

SUN, FEB 22SUN, FEB 22 Teen SOYO – SOYO HourTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour

SUN, MAR 15SUN, MAR 15 Teen SOYO – SOYO HourTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour

SAT, MAR 21SAT, MAR 21 Teen SOYO Lenten Treat to Saint John Teen SOYO Lenten Treat to Saint John 
Chrysostomos MonasteryChrysostomos Monastery

FRI, APR 10FRI, APR 10 All-Day Vigil for Great and Holy FridayAll-Day Vigil for Great and Holy Friday

SUN, APR 19SUN, APR 19 Teen SOYO – SOYO HourTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour

Save the Save the 
Date…Date…

Teen SOYOTeen SOYO
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL
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Sat | Feb 21
5-8 ��

RSVP �� 
T��|F�� 19

SCAN ME

Buff et 
Dinner

Power 
Card ($20 value)

Unlimited 
Video 

Games

$30/
Person 

includes

Social Social 
OutingOuting

TEEN SOYOTEEN SOYO
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

9870 Berwyn Ave
Rosemont, IL 60018

Inviti ng Inviti ng ALLALL TEENS  TEENS 
(ages 13-18)(ages 13-18)

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Chicago Deanery  
Ministries Retreat with  

Fr. Chad Hatfield 

January 30th - 31st, 2026 
The Antiochian Orthodox Churches of the  
Chicago Deanery are excited to have Fr. Chad Hatfield,  
former dean of St. Vladimir Seminary. He will be speaking 
to the ministries of our churches. See the schedule below. 
Please click or scan the QR code to register. 
 

Schedule 
Friday, January 30th  
3:00pm - Clergy Retreat at St. George, Cicero 
 

Saturday, January 31st  
9am-3pm - Parish Council & Ministry Leaders Retreat  
   for all parishes at St. George, Cicero 
5pm-9pm - SOYO Retreat for all teens at  
   St. Mary, Palos Heights 
 
 

 
All Saints, Chicago   |   St. George, Cicero   
St. George, Spring Valley   |   St. Mary. Palos Heights 
Holy Transfiguration, Warrenville 
St. Katherine Mission, Niles 

Click here 
or scan the 
QR code to 

register. 

https://form.jotform.com/253565311469158
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Chicago Deanery  
SOYO RETREAT  

Fr. Chad Hatfield 

“Loyalty to Christ” 
 

January 31st, 2026                     
 

5:00pm - 9:30pm 
 

St. Mary Church 
6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 

 

All teens of the Antiochian Orthodox Churches of the  
Chicago Deanery are invited to a SOYO Retreat with  
Fr. Chad Hatfield, former dean of St. Vladimir Seminary.  
Please click or scan the QR code to register.  
 

Schedule 
5:00 PM   Great Vespers at St. Mary     8:15 PM   Games/Activities 
6:00 PM   Dinner                                       9:00 PM   Compline 
6:45 PM   Ice breakers                              9:30 PM   Pick-up 
7:15 PM   Session  
 

All Saints, Chicago   |   St. George, Cicero   
St. George, Spring Valley   |   St. Mary. Palos Heights 
Holy Transfiguration, Warrenville 
St. Katherine Mission, Niles 

Click here 
or scan the 
QR code to 

register. 

https://form.jotform.com/253565311469158
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A Night in Italy
A Marriage Ministry Event

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Couples’ DinnerCouples’ Dinner

Fri, Jan 23 – 7:30pm

Maggiano’s Little Italy Oak Brook | 240 Oakbrook Ctr, Oak Brook, IL 60523

MENUMENU
Dinner ~ Fellowship ~ Spiritual Talk ~ FunDinner ~ Fellowship ~ Spiritual Talk ~ Fun

$110/couple$110/couple

SCAN ME

RSVPRSVP
by Sun, Jan 18by Sun, Jan 18

INVITING ALLINVITING ALL
Married ~ Engaged ~ Courting CouplesMarried ~ Engaged ~ Courting Couples

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Couples’ Lenten 
Spiritual 
Retreat

A Marriage Ministry Event

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, 

SAT, FEB 28 – 4:30PM
Saint George Church Hall

Vespers
Dinner

Spiritual Talk
Group Activities
Panel Discussion

Fellowship

INVITING ALL
Married ~ Engaged ~ Courting Couples

SAVE THE DATE
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A Night of Love Sahret Hob
Una Noche de Amor

سْ�رَة حبَ 

Saturday

SAVE the DATE…

CELEBRATING CELEBRATING 
FAMILY AND LOVEFAMILY AND LOVE

PRESENTS…
Antiochian Men (A-Men)

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

All Ages Invited! Registration Coming Soon!
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Súplicas a la
Madre de
Dios

Oraciones a la
Virgen María
 en tiempos de

necesidad

VIERNES 13 DE FEBRERO - 6.30 PMVIERNES 13 DE FEBRERO - 6.30 PM

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church 

1220 S. 60th Ct, Cicero, IL

ESTUDIO
BÍBLICO
Tras la

finalización
de las

Súplicas
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What Time Do I Arrive to Church on Sunday?
What Am I Missing?

What ti me 
do I arrive?

What part 
did I miss? I have deprived myself of the opportunity to…

10:15 Orthros (Mati ns) Att end an enti re service (beginning at 9:15 AM).
Hear the hymns of the week and prepare for the Liturgy.

10:25 Great Doxology Begin the week properly by giving Glory to God and con-
cluding the fi nal preparati on for the Divine Liturgy.

10:30 Blessed is the 
Kingdom

Proclaim that God’s Kingdom is blessed 
and to respond, “Amen.”

10:45 Litanies and 
Prayers

Pray for peace, the Church, the sick. 
Parti cipate in the Entrance of the Holy Gospel.

10:55 Epistle, Gospel, 
Sermon

Hear the Word of God, and think of 
how it applies to my daily life.

11:10 Cherubic Hymn Parti cipate in the procession of the 
Holy Gift s among the people.

11:20 The Creed 
and Off ering

Proclaim what “I believe” and 
acknowledge the One Who is being off ered.

11:30 The Lord’s Prayer Prepare to receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ.

11:40 The Eucharist
Receive the Body and Blood of Christ from 

His table from which we hear His Gospel in the 
reading earlier in the service.

11:45 Thanksgiving 
Prayers

Give praise and thanks to God for 
the Gift  we have received from Him.

11:50 The Dismissal Commemorate Christ’s saving work, and the 
prayers and intercession of all the saints.
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West Campus MinistryWest Campus Ministry2026
Winter Session

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Location: Church of the Holy NativityChurch of the Holy Nativity
275 S RICHMOND AVE, CLARENDON HILLS, IL 60514

HUMILITY
“GOD TEACHES US HUMILITY BY 
REMINDING US TO SERVE AND NOT 
TO BE SERVED.” (MARK 18:45)

PATIENCE
“WE MUST TRUST IN GOD AND HIS 
TIMING AND REMAIN FAITHFUL 
DURING CHALLENGES.” (EXODUS 
34:6)

TRUST
“TRUST MEANS RELYING ON GOD 
AND HIS WORD COMPLETELY FOR 
OUR LIVES.” (MATTHEW 6:25-34)

LESSONSLESSONSPROGRAMPROGRAM

6:30PM – 7:00PM
WELCOME
(COFFEE AND REFRESHMENTS SERVED)

7:00PM – 8:00PM
ADULT LESSON
KIDS‛ CLUB (AGES 3-8)
JOY CLUB (AGES 9-12) 
LESSON AND ACTIVITIES/GAMES
TEEN SOYO (AGES 13-18)
LESSON AND ACTIVITIES/GAMES

8:00PM – 8:20PM
LITTLE COMPLINE SERVICE

8:20PM – 9:00PM
SOCIAL TIME
(COFFEE AND REFRESHMENTS SERVED)

TUESDAYSTUESDAYS

 “Humility” “Patience” “Trust”
How to understand humility, patience, and trust from the Bible.

Jan 20 —— Jan 27 —— Feb 3
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Wed
14 JAN

HUMILITY
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN & YAF
“GOD TEACHES US HUMILITY BY REMINDING US TO SERVE
AND NOT TO BE SERVED.”  (MARK 10:45)

Wed
21 JAN

GENEROSITY
A-MEN & TEEN SOYO
“IS GOD GENEROUS? GENEROSITY SHOWS US HOW TO
SHARE HIS BLESSINGS WITH OTHERS.”  (PROVERBS 19:17)

Wed
28 JAN

PATIENCE
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN & YAF
“WE MUST TRUST IN GOD AND HIS TIMING AND REMAIN
FAITHFUL DURING CHALLENGES.”   (EXODUS 34:6)

Wed
04 FEB

Wed
11 FEB

CHARITY
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN & YAF
“TRUE CHARITY REFLECTS THE HEART OF GOD, WHO IS
LOVE, TURNING OUR FAITH INTO ACTION.”  ( JOHN 3:16)

Wed
18 FEB

TRUST
A-MEN & TEEN SOYO 
“TRUST MEANS RELYING ON GOD AND HIS WORD
COMPLETELY FOR OUR LIVES.  (MATTHEW 6:25–34)

WWW.STKCHURCH.ORGSAINT KATHERINE THE GREAT ANTIOCHICAN ORTHODOX MISSION • 

CHASTITY
A-MEN & TEEN SOYO
“GOD TEACHES US TO BE PURE AND TO HONOR OURSELVES,
OTHERS, AND HIM IN OUR CHOICES.”  (PSALM 50:10)

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

Winter
S C H E D U L E

BY AGE GROUP
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Thurs
15 JAN

BAPTISM 
& CHRISMATION
“BAPTISM AND CHRISMATION ARE THE SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION
BRINGING PEOPLE INTO THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH.”  (MATTHEW
28:16-20)

Thurs
22 JAN

EUCHARIST
& HOLY COMMUNION
“HOLY COMMUNION UNITES US WITH CHRIST AND THE WHOLE
CHURCH THROUGH HIS BODY AND BLOOD, FOLLOWING HIS
COMMANDMENTS AND TRUE TEACHINGS.”  (MATTHEW 26:20-29)

Thurs
29 JAN

HOLY PENANCE
& CONFESSION
“THROUGH HOLY PENANCE, WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S MERCY
AND LEARN TO LIVE WITH A CLEAN HEART.”  (MATTHEW 9:13)

Thurs
05 FEB

Thurs
12 FEB

MARRIAGE
“HOLY MATRIMONY JOINS A MAN AND WOMAN IN GOD’S LOVE
AND BLESSES THEIR FAMILY LIFE TO DO HIS WILL.”
(EPHESIANS 5:20-33)

Thurs
19 FEB

HOLY ORDERS
& ORDINATION
“IS GOD CALLING? HOLY ORDERS SETS MEN APART TO SERVE
GOD AND HIS CHURCH.”  (ACTS 6:1-7)

7313 NORTH WAUKEGAN ROAD NILES, ILLINOIS 60714

HOLY UNCTION
“HOLY UNCTION / OIL BRINGS GOD’S HEALING TO THOSE
WHO ARE SICK IN BODY AND SOUL.”  ( JAMES 5:14-15)

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

ALL AGES

S A I N T  K A T H E R I N E  T H E  G R E A T
A N T I O C H I A N  O R T H O D O X

M I S S I O N
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Camp St. George
I-OWA

June 28-July 4, 2026

Registration Opens Registration Opens 
SOONSOON!!

SCAN ME

Pennsylvania

Sessions SELL OUT in 15 MINUTES! 
Register AT 7:00PM CST 

ON Wednesday, FEBRUARY 4th 
to secure your spot at the

Antiochian Village Summer 
Camp in Pennsylvania!Registrati on 

Opens
Wed | Jan 21

Antiochian
Village

REGISTER HERE

SCAN ME

https://avcamp.org/programs/summer-camp/
http://csgiowa.org/registration/
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NO CAMPER LEFT BEHIND!NO CAMPER LEFT BEHIND!

In 2025, 

39 CAMPERS 
from Saint George Church 

attended Camp!

SCHOLARSHIPS 
available from 

The Order of Saint Ignatius
Cicero Chapter and National!

No Camper Left Behind 
ALL Campers in need of financial 
assistance will be able to attend!

SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 

…coming in Spring 2026
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Nominating Nominating 
CommitteeCommittee

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL
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The following is the report of the Nominati ng Committ ee of Saint George The following is the report of the Nominati ng Committ ee of Saint George 
Anti ochian Orthodox Church regarding the upcoming General Assembly and Anti ochian Orthodox Church regarding the upcoming General Assembly and 
Parish Council Electi ons on January 18, 2026.  The members of the Church Parish Council Electi ons on January 18, 2026.  The members of the Church 
listed below are qualifi ed, nominated, and have accepted the nominati on listed below are qualifi ed, nominated, and have accepted the nominati on 
to be elected or appointed to the Parish Council and all have received the to be elected or appointed to the Parish Council and all have received the 
blessing of Fr. Fouad Saba as well:blessing of Fr. Fouad Saba as well:

• • Elias AkkariElias Akkari

• • Sandra BarbariSandra Barbari

• • Jeries KahoushJeries Kahoush

• • Michael Moukheiber Michael Moukheiber 

• • Karen NawasKaren Nawas

• • Amir RihaniAmir Rihani

• • Joseph RihaniJoseph Rihani

• • Alexandra ZanayedAlexandra Zanayed

K K K K KK K K K K

K K K K KK K K K K
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“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26) 
 

 
1220 South 60th Court, Cicero, IL 60804 • PHONE (708) 656-2927 • FAX (708) 656-1166 • Office@StGeorgeChi.org • www.StGeorgeChi.org 

 

December 14, 2025 

Dear Members of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, 

Christ in our midst!  He is and ever shall be! 

A blessed Nativity Season to you and your families!  This is to inform you that the 2026 Annual General Assembly 
Meeting for the voting membership of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church will be held on Sunday, January 
18, 2026, following the Divine Liturgy.  The agenda is on the reverse side of this letter. 

To be recognized as a voting member of Saint George Church, a parishioner must be at least eighteen years of age 
and have fulfilled both the necessary spiritual obligations (as determined by the Pastor) and the financial obligations 
(as determined by the Financial Secretary), which require a minimum contribution of $600 per married couple or 
$300 per individual received between January 1, 2025, and December 31, 2025. Each married couple attending the 
meeting will be given two ballots — one for each spouse in attendance — while individual members, over the age 
of 18, who have met the requirements, will each receive one ballot from the Financial Secretary at the meeting. 
Only those present at the meeting may vote; no proxy votes are permitted. If you have not already met your financial 
obligation, please do so before December 31, 2025. If you are experiencing financial hardship, please see the Pastor. 
Should you have any further questions regarding these requirements, please contact a member of the Parish Council. 

The goal of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church is to have all eligible members vote. 

At this General Assembly, elections will be held for four (4) seats for a three-year term on the Parish Council.  A 
Nominating Committee has been appointed to compile a list of qualified candidates.  The members of the committee 
are Fr. Fouad Saba, Dn. George Nassief, Mr. Victor Imreibe, and Mr. Michael Moukheiber.  If you or someone you 
know is interested in running for the Parish Council and is willing to make the commitment required to fulfill this 
important obligation, please contact the Nominating Committee. 

It is important to note that pursuant to the Saint George Church Constitution, no nominations will be accepted from 
the floor during the Annual General Assembly Meeting.  All candidates’ names must be submitted to the 
Nominating Committee by Wednesday, January 7, 2026, in order for the candidate’s name to be included on the 
Ballot.  There can be no exception to this rule. 

During this General Assembly Meeting, all members will also receive a full 2025 Financial Report, the proposed 
2026 Annual Budget, and reports from the various organizations and hear about all current plans for the coming 
year.  2025 was an extremely active year in the life of Saint George Church and your attendance will add greatly to 
the discussion. 

The Church is our spiritual home.  Your involvement in the affairs of your Church is very important. May God 
bless you all as we prepare for the birth of the Savior! 

Yours in Christ, 
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba Elias Akkari 
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba Elias Akkari 
Pastor Chairman, Parish Council 
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“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
– Joshua 4:15

Become a 
Saint George Church Member

THE 2026 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

COMING SOON!
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“As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.”

– Joshua 4:15

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
1220 S 60th Court • Cicero, Illinois 60804 • 708.656.2927 • www.StGeorgeChi.org • Office@StGeorgeChi.org

2024 2025 2026 Goals

# of Bapti sms 12 19 Everyone

# of Catechumens 
Converted 14 11 As many souls as possible

# of Sunday School 
Students 168 182 All Sunday School Aged 

Students

# Registered Committ ed 
Households 194 256 All who call Saint George 

Church their home

$ of Committ ed Giving 304,680 $368,807 $375,000

# of Automati c Giving 
Program 143 195 Everyone

2026 
MEMBERSHIP 

DRIVE
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Registration and Sponsorships 
COMING SOON!

SATURDAY,
JUNE 13, 2026

Golfing for a purpose

2525thth Annual Annual

GOLFGOLF CLASSICCLASSIC25 CLASSICCLASSIC

Save t
he D

ate!
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Saturday,Saturday,
September 26, 2026September 26, 2026

details to follow…details to follow…

SAVE THE SAVE THE 
DATEDATE

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church
Cicero, IL
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

SEASON OF EPIPHANYSEASON OF EPIPHANY
Traditi onally, at the feast of the Lord’s Epiphany 
(Bapti sm) on January 6th, the Great Blessing 
of the waters takes place and then is used to 
sancti fy the homes of all the faithful. In bringing 
the blessed water to the homes, and sprinkling 
it in each room, we rid our house of any evil 
infl uence, and rededicate it to God in a special 
way. 

As we were once renewed by the waters of our own bapti sm into 
Christ, so too our home, and our enti re lives, are re-dedicated and 
renewed unto Christ our God each year at this ti me.

HOME BLESSINGSHOME BLESSINGS
Please contact the Church Offi  ce at (708) 656-2927 or 
Offi  ce@StGeorgeChi.org to schedule your Home Blessing:

The following should be prepared for the Home Blessing:
• All members of family must 

be present
• Bible 
• Icon

• Lit Candle
• Burning Incense 

(Opti onal)
• Small Table (or dining room table)

The visit by Father Saba or Father Gabriel should be approximately 45 
minutes.  Several visits will be scheduled on a given day in order to 
reach and bless all families and homes this season. 

Once the Home Blessing Season is mostly over, Father Saba 
and Father Gabriel will conti nue regular Pastoral Visits, 
during which Father Saba or Father Gabriel will spend ample 
ti me with each family. SCAN ME

mailto:Office%40StGeorgeChi.org?subject=Schedule%20a%20Home%20Blessing

