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Welcome to Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church! 
This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church. The Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Church belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition, which 
express the continued commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  
Receiving Holy Communion in this Church is to adhere and commit to the One True Church, the Orthodox Church.
Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your name(s) to the Ushers and introduce yourself 
to Father Saba at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.

Welcome! Ahlan wa Sahlan! ���� � ����!!أهِلا و سهلا
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Glory to Thee, who has shown us the Light. Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will among men.
We praise thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy 
great glory.
O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty; 
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and 
the Holy Spirit.
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on 
us, thou that takest away the sins of the world.
Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.
For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, O 
Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father. Amen.
Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise Thy 
Name forever; yea, forever and ever.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without 
sin.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers, and 
praised and glorified be Thy Name forever. Amen.
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we do put 
our hope in thee.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. 
(thrice) 
Lord, Thou hast been our refuge in all generations. 
I said: Be merciful unto me; heal my soul, for I 
have sinned against Thee.
Lord, I have fled unto Thee: teach me to do Thy 
will, for Thou art my God.
For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light 
shall we see light.
O continue Thy lovingkindness unto them that 
know Thee.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us. (thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit.
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 
mercy on us.

THE GREAT DOXOLOGY
ْـدُُ للهِِ فــي الــعَلَاءِِ،  ِـرََ النــور، المََ�ج ْـدُُ ل�َـكََ يــا مُُظ�ه المََ�ج

ضِِ اـسََّللامُُ، وـفـي النـّـاسِِ المََسـرَّّة وعـلـى الأْرْ
ِـنْْ  ْـكُُرُُكََ م� ّـدُكََُ، نََ�ش جُُْدُُ ل�َـكََ نُمََُجِّّج ّ�بَِّحُُكََ نُبُــارِِكُُكََ، نَس� نُس�

دِِْك أـجـلِِ عظـيـمِِ جََلالِِ مََـج
بُُّّرَّ المََل�ــكُُ، الس�مَاويُُّ، الإلــهُُ، الآبُُ الضا�بِـطُُ  أيُّهُــا الــ
الــكُُلّّ. أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإ�بنُُْ الوََحيــدُُ، يا يَسَــوعُُ المََســيحُُ، 

وـيـا أيُّـُهـا اـرّّلوحُُ القُــدُسُ
لَََ اللهِِ يا ابــنََ الآبِِ، يــا رافِِعََ  أيُّهُــا الــرََّبُُّ الإلــهُُ، يــا حََم�

يـا رافِِعََ خََطاـيـا العالَمَ ـْمْنـا، ـ حََْرْ خطيـئـةِِ العاـ�لـمِِ ا
الآبِِ  ييمــنِِ  عََــنْْ  الجال�ـِسُُ  أيُّهُــا  تَضَََرُُّعََنــا  ْلَْ  تَقَبـ�

ـْمْـنا حََْرْ وا
ــدَكَََ الــرََّبُُّ  دُُّوُسٌٌ، أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ ــدَكَََ �قـ َكََ أن�ـْتََ وََْحْ لأنـ�

ـدِِْ اللهِِ الآبِِ، آمــني يَـَـسوعُُ المََــيسحُُ، ــفي مََـجْ
دَِِ،  ــى الأ�ب ــمََكََ إل ــ�بِِّحُُ اسْْ ــارِِكُُكََ، وأُسََُ َـومٍٍ أُبُ ــي كُُ�لِِّ ي� ف

دَ دَِِ الأـب لـى أـب وإـ
فَظَََ في هذا اليَوَمِِ بِِغيِِر خََطةٍٍئي. ْلْنا يا رََبُُّ أنْْ نُْحْ أ�هِِّ

ــدٌٌ  ــبَّحٌٌَ ومُُمََجََّ ــا، وََمُُسََ ــهََ آبائِِن ــا رََبُُّ إل ْـتََ ي ــارََكٌٌ أن� مُُب
ني دِِب، آمـ لـى الأـ مُُْكََ إـ اسـْ

مََتُكََُ علَْيْنا، كََمِِثْلِِْ ا�تِِّكالِِنا عََكيل. لِِتَكَُُنْْ يا رََبُُّ رََْحْ
ني حُُقوقَكَ. )ثلاثاًً( مُُبارََكٌٌ أْنْتََ يا رََبُُّ عََ�لِِّْمْ

تُُْ  ْـتََ لنــا فــي يجــلٍٍ ويجــلٍٍ، أنــا ل�ق يــا رََبُُّ مََجْلْــأًً كُُن�
تُُْ  ــد خََطِِئ� ــي ق ْـفِِ نَفَســي لأنَّنَ ــي وا�ش ن حََْرْْمْ ــا رََبُُّ ا ي

إلـكي
ـلَََ رضــاكََ،  م�ْعْ نــي أنْْ أ يــا رََبُُّ إليــكََ لجــأتُُ فَعََ�لِِّْمْ

هـي وََُ إلـ نـتََ هـ َـكََ أـ لأـن
لأنََّ مِِنْْ قِِبَلَِِكََ عنََْيْ اليحاةِِ، وبِِنورِِكََ عناينُُ النور.

مََتَكَََ على الذين يرِِعفونَكَََ. فاسُُبْطْ رََْحْ
�قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ القــويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يمــوتُُ 

نــا. )ثلاثــاًً( ارحََْمْ
دُُ لِِلآبِِ والإنِِب والرّّوحِِ القُدُُسُِِ. المََْجْ

رِِْهْ الداهِِرينََ، آنيم. الآنََ وكُُلََّ أوانٍٍ وإلى دَ
نا. قُدُّوّسٌٌ الذي لا يَمَوتُُ ارحََْمْ

َـويّّ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الــذي لا يَمَــوتُُ  �قدُّوّسٌٌ اللهُُ، �قدُّوّسٌٌ الق�
ـْمْنـا حََْرْ ا
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TODAY’S LITURGY INSERTS
FIRST ANTIPHON

مِِنْْ  يَقُْعْوُبََ  وََبَتِِْيْ  مِِصْْرََ  مِِنْْ  إِِسْْرََائِلََي  خُُرُُوجِِ  عِِدَْنَْ 
وََإِِسْْرََائِلُُي  لَهَُُ  مََدِِْقْاًسً  يَهَُُوََذََا  صََارََ   ،ٍ جََْعْمِِ�يٍّ أَ شََْعْبٍٍ 

. سََطََْلْنَتََهَُُ
خََ�لِِّصْْنا. مُُخََ�لِِّصُُ  بِِشََفاعات والِِدََةِِ الإلَهَ، يا  اللازمة: 

دُْرْنُُُّ رََجََعََ إِِلى الوََرََاء  رُُْحْ هََذََا فَهَََرََبََ وََالأُ أَصََْبْرََ البَ
حََتّىّ  دُْرْنُُُّ  أُ وََيَاَ  هََرََْبْتََ؟  حََتى  رُُْحْ  بَ يَاَ  دََهََاكََ  مََاذََا 

رََجََْعْتََ إِِلى الوََرََاء؟
خََ�لِِّصْْنا. مُُخََ�لِِّصُُ  يا  بِِشََفاعات والِِدََةِِ الإلَهَ،  اللازمة: 

دُُ لِِلآبِِ والإنِِب والرّّوحِِ القُدُُسُِِ. الآنََ وكُُلََّ أوانٍٍ  المََْجْ
رِِْهْ الداهِِرينََ، آنيم. وإلى دََ

خََ�لِِّصْْنا. مُُخََ�لِِّصُُ  بِِشََفاعات والِِدََةِِ الإلَهَ، يا  اللازمة: 

When Israel went out of Egypt, and the house 
of Jacob from among a barbarous people; Judah 
became His sanctuary; Israel His dominion.
Refrain:Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
The sea beheld and fled: Jordan turned back. 
What aileth thee, O sea, that thou fleddest? And 
thou Jordan, that thou didst turn back?
Refrain:Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages of 
ages. Amen.
Refrain:Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

SECOND ANTIPHON
إنَّهَُُ  تَضَََرُُّعِِي.  تََْوْ  صََ مََعُُ  يَْسْ الرََّبََّ  لأَنَََّ  جِِدّاًًّ  تُُْحْ  فَرَِِ

أَمَََالََ أُذُُنَُهَُُ إِِليََّ فَأَُنَُاَدِِيهِِ مََا حََيِِتْيْ.
مِِنْْ يوحََنَّاَ  تَْعْمَََدََ  نََبْاْ اللهِِ، يا مََنْْ ا اللازمة: خََ�لِِّصْْنا يا 

فِِي الأردُنُّّ، لِِنُرََُ�تِِّلََ لكََ. هََلِِلوييا.
أَرََْدْكََْتْني.  الجََحِِيمِِ  وََْهْالُُ  وََأَ تَْكْنََفََْتْني  ا تِِْوْ  المََ غََمََرََاتُُ 

تُُ بِاِسْْمِِ الرََّب. يقََ وََالأَسَََى، فَدََعَََْوْ لَقَِِتُُي ال�ضِِّ
تَْعْمَََدََ مِِنْْ يوحََنَّاَ  اللازمة:  خََ�لِِّصْْنا يا نََبْاْ اللهِِ، يا مََنْْ ا

فِِي الأردُنُّّ، لِِنُرََُ�تِِّلََ لكََ. هََلِِلوييا.
يقٌٌ، إِِلَهَُُنَاَ رََؤُُوف. الرََّبُُّ رََحمٌٌي وََصِِ�دِِّ

تَْعْمَََدََ مِِنْْ يوحََنَّاَ  اللازمة:  خََ�لِِّصْْنا يا نََبْاْ اللهِِ، يا مََنْْ ا
فِِي الأردُنُّّ، لِِنُرََُ�تِِّلََ لكََ. هََلِِلوييا.

الجمدُُ للآبِِ والإنِِب والروحِِ القسد، الآنََ ولََّك أوانٍٍ 
والى دهرِِ الدآهرينََ. آنيم.
يا كََلِِةَمَ اللهِِ الإنََب الوحدَيَ…

I am filled with love, for the Lord will hear the 
voice of my supplication. For He hath inclined His 
ear unto me, and in my days will I call upon Him.
Refrain:Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized 
by John in the Jordan; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
The pangs of death have encompassed me; the 
perils of hades have found me. Tribulation and 
sorrow have I found, and I called upon the name 
of the Lord.
Refrain:Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized 
by John in the Jordan; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
Merciful is the Lord, and righteous; and our God 
hath mercy.
Refrain:Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized 
by John in the Jordan; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages of 
ages. Amen.
O, only begotten Son and Word of God…
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ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE GOSPEL BOOK
كََْرْْعْ لِِْلْمََسحِيِ، مََلِِكِِنا وإلهِِنا. خََ�لِِّصْْنا يا  جُُْسْْدْ ونَ هََلُمُّّوا لِِنَ

انََْبْ الله، يا مََنْْ قامََ مِِنْْ بَيَْْنِِ الأموات، لِِنُرََُ�تِِّلََ لَكَََ. هََلِِلوييا

Come, let us worship, and fall down before Christ. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the Who art risen from the 
deaddead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

THIRD ANTIPHON
مََتَهَُُ.  رََْحْ الأَبََدَِِ  إِِلى  لأَنَََّ  صََالِِحٌٌ،  لأَنََّهَُُ  الرََّبََّ  مََدُوُا  إِِْحْ
الأَبََدَِِ  إِِلى  وََإِِنََّ  صََالِِحٌٌ،  إِِنَّهَُُ  إسْْرََائِلََي  بَتُُْيْ  لِِيَقَْلْ 
مََتَهَُُ. لِِيَقَُْلْ بَتُُْيْ هََرُُونََ إِِنَّهَُُ صََالِِحٌٌ، وََإِِنََّ إِِلى الأَبََدَِِ  رََْحْ
وََإِِنََّ  صََالِِحٌٌ،  إِِنَّهَُُ  جََمِِاًعيً   ِ الرََّ�بِّ خََائِِفُوُ  لِِيَقَُْلْ  مََتَهَُُ.  رََْحْ

مََتَهَُُ. رََْحْ الأَبََدَِِ  إِِلى 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for 
His mercy endureth forever. Let the house of 
Israel now confess that He is good; for His mercy 
endureth forever. Let the house of Aaron confess 
that He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. 
Let them now who fear the Lord confess that He 
is good; for His mercy endureth forever.

TROPARION OF THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY (TONE 1)
السُُّجودُُ  ظََهََرََ  دُْرْنُّّ،  الأ رِِْهْ  نَ في  رََبُُّ  يا  تِْعِْمادِِكََ  با
اًيً  مُُسََ�مِِّ بالهّشَّادََة،  أتاكََ  الآبِِ  تََْوْ  صََ فإنََّ  لِِثْلْالوث، 
يؤ�يِِّدُُ  حََمامََة،  بِِهََئَْيْةَِِ  والرّّوحُُ  بواًبً،  مََْحْ ا�  اْبْن إيّاّكََ 
أيُّهُا  العالَمَ،  وأنارََ  ظََهََرََ  مََنْْ  فَيَا  الكََلِِمََة،  حََققَيةَََ 

لَكَ. دُُ  المََْجْ الإلهُُ  المََسيحُُ 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, 
worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for 
the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, 
calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in 
the likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His 
word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and 
enlightened the world, glory to Thee.

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION (TONE 6)
امُُْلْوََقَّرَِِ،  قَرِِْبْكََ  على  ظََهََروا  المََلاكِِئيَّةَِِ  القُوُّّاتِِ  إنََّ 
يَْرْمَََ وََقَفََْتْ عِِدَْنَْ القَرِِْبْ  والحُُرّّاسََ صاروا كالأمواتِِ، ومََ
تُجََُرََّْبْ  ولَْمْ  الجََمََيح  فَسَََبَْيْتََ  الطاهِِرََ،  جََسََدَكَََ  طالِِبَةًًَ 
اليحاة. فيا مََنْْ قامََ مِِنْْ  مِِهْنْا، وصادَْفْتََ البتولََ مانِاًحً 

دُُ لَكَََ. نِِيب الأمواتِِ، يا ربُُّ المََْجْ

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy 
sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy 
revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep 
guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades 
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst 
meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O 
Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory 
to Thee.

TROPARION OF THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY (TONE 1)
السُُّجودُُ  ظََهََرََ  دُْرْنُّّ،  الأ رِِْهْ  نَ في  رََبُُّ  يا  تِْعِْمادِِكََ  با
اًيً  مُُسََ�مِِّ بالهّشَّادََة،  أتاكََ  الآبِِ  تََْوْ  صََ فإنََّ  لِِثْلْالوث، 
يؤ�يِِّدُُ  حََمامََة،  بِِهََئَْيْةَِِ  والرّّوحُُ  بواًبً،  مََْحْ ا�  اْبْن إيّاّكََ 
أيُّهُا  العالَمَ،  وأنارََ  ظََهََرََ  مََنْْ  فَيَا  الكََلِِمََة،  حََققَيةَََ 

لَكَ. دُُ  المََْجْ الإلهُُ  المََسيحُُ 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, 
worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for 
the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, 
calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in 
the likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His 
word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and 
enlightened the world, glory to Thee.
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EPISTLE READERS
English Arabic

Tamara Issam MaatoukTamara Issam Maatouk TodayToday Sally EsberSally Esber

Francesca Haig Jan 18 Alice Saba

Fadel Khoury Jan 25 Sandy Eseed

KONTAKION OF THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY (TONE 4)
تَسَََمََ  اْرْ يا ربُُّ، وضِِياؤكََ  مََْوْ  اليَ لِِْلْدُينا، ذا  تََْرْ  قَْدْ ظََهََ

بحََي عََنْْ مََرِِْعْفَةٍٍَ قانََيلئ:  سِِْرْنََيل لكََ التَّْسْ نُُْحْ المُُ علَْيْنا نَ

جِِْئْتََ وبِِْنْتََ يا نوراًً لا يُنْدْى مِِْنْهُُ.

On this day Thou hast appeared * unto the whole 
world, * and Thy light, O Sovereign Lord, * is 
signed on us who sing Thy praise * and chant 
with knowledge: Thou hast now come, * Thou 
hast appeared, O Thou Light unapproachable.

KONTAKION FOR THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON (TONE 8)
Only at Saint George Church in Cicero

إني أنا عبدُكُِِ يا والةَدَ الإله* اكتُبُُُ لكِِ راياتِِ الغلبة يا 
جنيَّدةًًَ مُُحاةيم* وأُدقمُُ لكِِ الشُُكرََ كََمُُنقذةٍٍ نََم الشََّدادئ* 
التي لا تُحََُارََب* اعقِِتيني نم  العِِزََةََ  أنََّ لكِِ  لنك مبا 
صُُنوفِِ الدشادئ* حتى أرُُصخََ إلكِِي إفرحي يا عرواًسً 

لا عروسََ لها.

To thee the champion leader, * I thy city offer  
thanks of victory. * O Theotokos, thou who hast 
delivered me from terror.   * But as thou hast that 
power which is invincible, * From all dangers set 
me free and deliver me.  That I may cry unto thee: 
* Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

TROPARION FOR SAINT THEODOSIOS (TONE 8)
تََ،  رََْعْ أْمْ دُمُُُوعِِكََ  بِِمََجاري  المُُثْمِِْرََةِِ  رِِيغ  يَّةَِِ  لِِبَْلْ�رِِّ
عْتْأبابِِكََ  تََْرْ  أْثْمََ مْعْاقِِ  الأ مِِنََ  التي  وبالتَنََهَُُّداتِِ 
مُُتَلَأْلِِْاًئً  لِِْلْمََكْسْونَةَِِ  كََْوْباًً  كََ تََْرْ  فَصَِِ ضِِفٍٍْعْ،  مِِئَةَِِ  إلى 
إلى  فَتََشَََفَّْعْ  ثيوذويسوس،  البارََّ  أبانا  يا  بالعَجَائِِبِِ، 

نُفُوسََنا. يُخََُ�لِِّصََ  أنْْ  الإلهِِ  المََسحِيِ 

The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile 
with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep 
sighing thou hast given fruit through thy struggles 
a hundredfold. Accordingly, thou hast become 
a star for the universe, sparkling with miracles. 
Therefore, O righteous Father Theodosios, 
intercede with Christ God to save our souls.

TROPARION OF SAINT GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR (TONE 4)
ولفُلقَُرَاءِِ  ومُُتِعِقٌٌ،  مُُحََر�ر  لسُُأملورينََ  أنَّكَََ  مبا 
والمََسََانِِيك عاضِِدٌٌ ونَاَصِِرٌٌ وللمََضََرى طببٌٌي وشََافٍٍ 
في  العظمُُي  أيها  ومُُحََارِِبٌٌ  مُُكافِِحٌٌ  المؤمِِننََي  وعنِِ 
الشُُدهاءِِ جاوريجوسُُ اللآبِِسُُ الظََفَرَ تَشَََفَّعَ إلى المسحِيِ 

الإلهِِ في خََلاصِِ نُفُُوُسِِنا.

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives,  
a help and support of the poor and needy, a 
healing physician of the sick, a contender and 
fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the 
victory clad George; intercede with Christ God for 
the salvation of our souls.
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Fadel Khoury Jan 25 Sandy Eseed

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 

His saint.

What shall we render to the Lord for all that He 

hath rendered unto us?

The Reading from the Epistle of The Reading from the Epistle of 

Saint Paul to the Hebrews (13:7-16)Saint Paul to the Hebrews (13:7-16)

Brethren, remember your leaders, those who 

spoke to you the Word of God; consider the 

outcome of their life, and imitate their faith.  

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and forever. Do not be led away by diverse and 

strange teachings; for it is well that the heart 

be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which 

have not benefited their adherents. We have an 

altar from which those who serve the tent have 

no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals 

whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by 

the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned 

outside the camp. So Jesus also suffered outside 

the gate in order to sanctify the people through 

His own blood. Therefore, let us go forth to Him 

outside the camp and bear the abuse He endured. 

For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the 

city, which is to come. Through Him then let us 

continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His 

Name. Do not neglect to do good and to share 

what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God.

ِ موتُُ أرباره. ِ ال�بِّر ركيمٌٌ نََيب يدّ�يِّ

مباذا كنافئُُ البََّر عن �لِّكِ ما أعطانا.

فَصَْْلٌٌ مِِنْْ رِِسالَةَِِ القِِدّّيسِِ بولُسََُ 

الرََسولِِ إلى العِِبْْرانيين )13:7-16(

َـةِِ  وََْةُُ، اك�ْذْرُوا مُُدَ�بِِّريك�مُُُ الذيــنََ كََلَّمَوك�ْمُْ بِِكََلِِم� يــا إِِخ�

ْمِْ   دَوا بإيمانِِ�ه ْمِْ وات�ْقْ َـةِِ تَصَََرُُّفِِ�ه ــوا فــي عاقِِب� الله. تَأََمَََّل

ــى  مََْوَْ وإل  سِِْ والي� وََُ، أَم� وََُ ه� ــحََي ه� ــوعََ المََس إنََّ يَسَ

ةٍٍَ.  ــةٍٍ غََريب� عََ ِ ــمََ مُُتَنََ�وِّ ــادوا لِِتَعَالي رْ. لا تَْنْق دَى الدَّه� م�

َـةِِ  عِِْطْم� َـةِِ لا بِِالأَ بُُْ بِِال�نِِّم�ْعْ َـتََ القَل� ــنُُ أَنَْْ يُثَُب� سُُْحْ َـهُُ يَ فَإَن�

ــاًً، لا  ــا مََبَْذْحَ ــا. إنََّ لَنَ ه ــنََ تَعَاطََْوْ عِِِ الذي ْمَْ يَتَْنْف� ــي ل� الت

ْـهُُ.  ــوا مِِن� ــكِِنََ أَنَْْ يَْأْكُُل ُـونََ المََْسْ دُم� ــنََ يَْخْ ــْلْطانََ لِِلَّذَي سُُ

َـةِِ  ــنِِ الخََطئ�ي ــا عََ ــلُُ بِِدَمَِِه ــي يُْدْخََ ــاتِِ الت نَََّ الحََيَوَان �لِأَ

ســامُُها  ْـرََقُُ أَْجْ َـةِِ، تُح� دَِِ رََيئــسِِ الكََهََن� دْاسِِ بِِي� إلــى الأََ�ق

ــارِِجََ  مَََ خ ــاًً تَأََل� ــوعُُ أَْيْض ِـكََ يَسَ َـةِِ. فَلَِِذل� ــارِِجََ المََحََل� خ

رُُْْجْ إذَنَْْ إليــهِِ،  هِِِ. فَنَْلْخ� سََ ال�شبََْعَْ �بدَِمَِِ نَس�ْفْ البــابِِ لِِيُق��دَِِّ

سََْ لَنَــا  َـةِِ، حامِِيلــنََ عــارََهُُ. لأَن�َـهُُ لَي� إلــى خــارِِجِِ المََحََل�

هِِِ  ْبْ �ب �رَِِّ ةَ. فَنُْلْق� بُُُ الآتِِي� ل�ْطْ ْلَْ نَ ةٌٌَ، �ب ةٌٌَ باقِِي� ــا مََدين� هََهُُن

ـرَُُ شِِــفاهٍٍ  ــبحِيِ كُُلََّ حيــنٍٍ، وََهِِــيََ ثَم� إذَنَْْ ذَحََيبــةََ التَّْسْ

ســانََ والمؤاســاةََ، فــإنََّ  مِِْهِِ. لا تَْنْســوا الإْحْ مُُتَْعْرَِِف�ةٍٍَ لاس�

حِ ذَِِهِِ الذَّبَاـئ لََْ هـ تَـَضـي مِِـث اللهََ يَْرْ

EPISTLE
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The reading from the Holy Gospel The reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to Saint Matthew (4:12-17)according to Saint Matthew (4:12-17)

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had 

been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and 

leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum 

by the sea, in the territory of Zebulon and 

Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet 

Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulon and 

the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the 

Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who 

sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for 

those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

light has dawned.” From that time Jesus began 

to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

Heaven is at hand.”

صفلٌٌ شــريفٌٌ مِِنْْ بِِشــارََةِِ القِِدّّيسِِ مََتّىّ 

ِ البَشَــيرِِ والتِِلْْميــذِِ الطاهِِر )4:12-17( الإنْْجيل��يِِّ

َـا  ــوعُُ أنََّ يوحََن� ــمِِعََ يس َـا سََ ــانِِ، لَم� ــكََ المز ــي ذل ف

لِِْمََ، اصََْنْــرََفََ إلــى اليلجــلِِ. وت�َـرََكََ الناصِِــرََةََ،  ْدَْ أُس� �ق

ــاطِِئِِ  ــى ش ــي عل ــومََ الت ــي ْفْكرََناح ــكََنََ ف ــاءََ فَسَََ وج

ــلََ  ــا يق مََِّ م ــمََ. لِِيَت� ــونََ ونَتْفْالي ــومِِ زََبول ــي تُخُ ــرِِ ف البَْحْ

ضُُْرْ  وأَ زُُبُوُلــونََ  ضُُْرْ  أَ القائــلِِ:   ِ النَّب�ـ�يِِّ ــعِِياءََ  أَبْشْ

َـمِِ.  ، جََيلــلُُ الأُم� ْـرََ الأُرُدُ�نِِّ رِِْ، عََب� نَتْفْاليــمََ، طََريــقُُ البَح�

َـةِِ أَصََْبْــرََ نــوراًً عََظميــاًً،  ِـسُُ فــي الظُُّم�ْلْ بُُْعَْ الجال� ال�ش

ْمِْ  ْـرََقََ عََلَْيْ�ه ــهِِ أََ�ش تِِْوَْ وظِِلال�  والجالِِس�ُـونََ فــي بُع�ْقَْـةِِ الم�

ُـوا،  ــولُُ: تو�ب رِِْزُُ ويق ــوعُُ يَك� دََأَََ يَسَ ذٍٍِ ات�ْبْ ُـورٌٌ. ومُُذُْنْئ� ن�

مَاوات كـوتُُ الـسَّ َـرََبََ مََلَـَ دَِِ اـتْقْ فَقَـ

GOSPEL FOR THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY

THE SYNAXARION
On January 11th in the Holy Orthodox Church, we continue to celebrate the Theophany (Epiphany) of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and we commemorate our righteous Father Theodosius the Cenobiarch, the instructor of 
the wilderness.

Theodosius was the leader of monks’ common life;
And his departure from this life was monks’ common loss.

On the eleventh the Cenobiarch left this ruinous life.
Theodosios the Great lived in Palestine. The founder and organizer of cenobitic (communal) monasticism, 

as a young man he visited Simeon Stylites, who blessed him and predicted for him great spiritual glory. 
Once Theodosios founded his monastery, many monks of different nationalities and languages quickly 
gathered around him. He built churches for each language group, but on a day when they were to receive 
Communion, all the brethren gathered in the great church. Together with Saint Sabbas, he defended 
Palestine from the heresy of the Monophysites. God endowed Theodosios with the gifts of wonderworking, 
to heal the sick, to be present and help from a distance, to tame wild beasts, among other gifts. Theodosios 
entered peacefully into rest in the Lord in the year 529, at the age of 105.

On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable Theodosios of Philotheou monastery on Athos; and 
Venerable Agapios of Apamea in Syria. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon 
us. Amen.
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Coffee Hour Sponsors:
Today – Nicola and Janette 

Kahoush and Family
Jan 18 – OPEN
Jan 25 – Dr. George and 

Samar Alamir and 
Family

Holy Bread Offered By:
Today – Reimoon and Jumana 

Imsaih and Family
– Nicola and Janette Kahoush 

and Family
 – Adel Alfakhori and Family
– The Children of †Jalileh 

Fakhouri and their Families
– George and Meysoon Musa 

and Family
– Sdn. Youssef and Mary Selim 

and Family
– George and Ibtisam Imreibe 

and Family
Jan 18 – Bechara and 

Natividad Saad and 
Family

YAF COFFEE 
and 

FELLOWSHIP 
SPONSORS

↳ Jan 18 – OPEN

↳ Feb 1 – OPEN

SCAN ME

CONDOLENCES
The clergy and parishioners of Saint George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church of Cicero offer 
their sincerest condolences to:
•	 Reimoon and Jumana Imsaih and Osama, 

Siham (Dr. Khalid Jumean), and Stephanie 
Imsaih, on the falling asleep of their son 
and brother, †AMER REIMOON IMSAIH†AMER REIMOON IMSAIH, 
this past week at the age of 33.  Also, to his 
aunt, Hanan (Mourice) Mseih, and to the 
entire Imsaih and Abualzulouf families.

•	 Lucy (Kahoush) Saati and family on the 
falling asleep of her husband, †CASTRO †CASTRO 
SAATISAATI, at the age of 63 in California last 
week.  Also, to Nicola and Janette Kahoush, 
Daoud and Hania Kahoush, Jeries and 
Kathy Kahoush, and their families.

Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!

COMMEMORATIONS
TodayToday •	 Commemoration for †CASTRO †CASTRO 

SAATISAATI, offered by Nicola and Janette  
Kahoush and family.

•	 40-Day Commemoration for 
†SHEILIA ALFAKHORI†SHEILIA ALFAKHORI, offered by 
Adel Alfakhori and family.

•	 4-Year Commemoration for †JALILEH †JALILEH 
FAKHOURIFAKHOURI, offered by her children 
and their families.

•	 38-Year Commemoration for †PHILIP †PHILIP 
FARHAN MUSAFARHAN MUSA, offered by George 
and Meysoon Musa and family.

•	 Commemorations for 
†ARCHIMANDRITE CHARLES SELIM†ARCHIMANDRITE CHARLES SELIM 
and †SAMIR SELIM†SAMIR SELIM, offered by Sdn. 
Youssef and Mary Selim and family.

MEMORIALS
TodayToday 3/9-Day Memorial Service for †AMER †AMER 

IMSAIHIMSAIH, offered by Reimoon and 
Jumana Imsaih and family.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TodayToday •	 Pre-Communion Prayers

•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pg. 14)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 20)
•	 Coffee Hour

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
Mon, Jan 12Mon, Jan 12 Sunday School Officers’ Meeting 6:00 pm
Tue, Jan 13Tue, Jan 13 Parish Council Monthly Meeting 7:00 pm
Fri, Jan 16Fri, Jan 16 Paraklesis Service and Bible Study in Spanish (see pg. 30) 6:30 pm
Sat, Jan 17Sat, Jan 17 •	 Marriage Ministry Officers’ Coordinator’s Meeting

•	 Great Vespers Service
•	 Feed My Starving Children sponsored by Teen SOYO (see pg. 19)

9:00 am
5:00 pm
6:45 pm

Sun, Jan 18Sun, Jan 18 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers
•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pg. 14)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 20)
•	 Coffee Hour
•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship (see pg. 16)
•	 Annual General Assembly Meeting (see pg. 29)

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy

12:30 pm
Mon, Jan 19Mon, Jan 19 Antiochian Women (AW) Officers’ Meeting 6:30 pm
Tue, Jan 20Tue, Jan 20 West Campus Ministry (see pg. 24) 6:30 pm
Fri, Jan 23Fri, Jan 23 Marriage Ministry Couples’ Dinner – A Night in Italy (see pg. 22) 7:30 pm
Sat, Jan 24Sat, Jan 24 •	 Great Vespers Service

•	 Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Movie Night (see pg. 17)
5:00 pm

After Vespers
Sun, Jan 25Sun, Jan 25 •	 Pre-Communion Prayers

•	 Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy
•	 Choir Rehearsal
•	 Sunday School Classes (see pg. 14)
•	 God’s Little Lights (see pg. 20)
•	 Induction of 2026 Parish Council
•	 Coffee Hour

9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am

After Communion
After Communion

After Liturgy
After Liturgy

Tue, Jan 27Tue, Jan 27 West Campus Ministry (see pg. 24) 6:30 pm
Fri, Jan 30Fri, Jan 30 Deanery Meeting and Clergy Retreat 3:00 pm
Sat, Jan 31Sat, Jan 31 •	 Deanery Leadership Retreat

•	 Great Vespers Service
•	 Deanery SOYO Retreat hosted by Saint Mary’s Church, Palos 

Heights, IL

9:00 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm 
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“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
– Joshua 4:15

Become a 
Saint George Church Member

THE 2026 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

COMING SOON!
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In Suffering
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

After Pascha of 2025, I went to St. Nektarios Greek Orthodox Monastery in New York for a few days of spiritual retreat, accompanied by 
Elder Ephraim of Arizona’s book “Counsels from the Holy Mountain.” At the monastery, I met a pious family from one of our parishes. 
During our conversation, the topic of pain came up, and they told me that one of our priests, in stressing that we must “rejoice in suffering,” 
had unintentionally alienated some young people from him and from the Church.
I corrected the phrase, saying: “I believe the priest meant that as Christians, pain does not prevent us from rejoicing, or we rejoice in spite of 
the sufferings we endure, not because of them.” One of the young men present responded immediately: “I accept that—and I understand it.”
From that exchange I wish to reflect briefly on the importance of precision in expression when presenting the Christian message. Often, we 
intend to convey true teaching, yet through our human, linguistic, or cultural limitations we end up saying something that contradicts our own 
intent.
The Christian faith affirms that God is not the cause of evil, yet much of our spiritual literature emphasizes accepting trials and pains as sent 
from God. How can these teachings be reconciled?
First, I must say that there is much confusion about what we mean by the “Fathers of the Church.” Not all whom we call “Fathers” are of the 
same kind. Some are called Teachers of the Church — such as St. Basil the Great and St. Athanasius — whose writings are doctrinal, written 
to explain or defend the faith. Others are spiritual guides, such as St. Paisios of Athos, St. Joseph the Hesychast, and others, whose words are 
pastoral, directed to the healing of souls.
We therefore need discernment when reading their works. When a holy father writes about doctrine or dogma—clarifying or defending the 
faith—his teaching is universal and objective. But when he offers spiritual counsel, it is personal, intended to comfort or strengthen a particular 
struggler to help that person endure a trial, whether spiritual or material.
For this reason, we cannot extract isolated sentences from any spiritual father’s counsel and use them to build doctrinal positions. Much of 
today’s confusion arises from mixing personal spiritual guidance with dogmatic teaching.
Orthodox spiritual life is characterized by dealing with each person according to his or her need, capacity, and spiritual maturity. The general 
rule is applied with wisdom and discretion, according to what the spiritual father perceives to be beneficial for that person.
Thus, the great spiritual elders show flexibility in applying general principles. But those who attempt to become “spiritual fathers through 
books” often fall — and cause others to fall — into serious errors.
We believe that the source of evil and suffering lies in the fallen state of humanity. Christ came and accomplished our salvation so that we 
might return to the paradisal condition for which we were created.
Therefore, God is not the sender of suffering, disasters, or misfortunes; these are the consequences of sin that dominate our world.
Yet we also believe that when we entrust our lives completely to God, we accept all that happens to us as His permission for our own good. 
The word “permission” means that God, being able to intervene, sometimes allows events to unfold for our benefit.
As St. Paul writes, “All things work together for good for those who love God” (Romans 8:28). In this way, we live in peace despite tribulation, 
drawing spiritual strength to face, overcome, and even benefit from our trials. Such an attitude requires great faith and near-total surrender — 
but it is the best path for confronting every kind of distress.
The Book of Proverbs says, “My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline or be weary of His reproof, for the Lord reproves the one He loves, 
as a father the son in whom he delights” (3:11-12). The word translated as “discipline” in Greek (paideia) literally means education or training 
— the upbringing of a child through command, advice, reproof, and sometimes punishment. For this reason, some modern translations render 
it as “corrects” or “reproves.” In Arabic, ta’dīb carries the same sense—refinement or correction, a gentle form of blame or chastisement 
intended for improvement.
These two verses present divine discipline as an expression of paternal love, not hard punishment. In the Christian understanding, suffering 
accepted with trust in God becomes a form of divine pedagogy, by which means He guides His children toward wisdom and righteousness.
In this positive context, Christians see the trials that befall them—and that they accept in surrender to God—as occasions to draw strength and 
inner peace. This is also what spiritual fathers do when they comfort and strengthen their spiritual children.
In the same spirit, Elder Ephraim offers words of personal consolation to his own disciples. Let us read some of his comforting counsels, 
remembering that each must be understood within the broader pastoral context in which he and other holy elders speak.
“How much a person loses when he suffers and forgets his sonship, failing to realize that he is being disciplined as a child of God.” (p. 13)
“Trials come to teach us to become bearers of hardship, trained fighters, followers of Christ who was crucified for us, brothers of all the saints 
who walked the thorny path of the Cross… the faithful, through keeping the holy commandments and enduring the trials brought by the world, 
the devil, and the flesh.” (p. 19)
“Trials come to bring us closer to God, for tribulations sadden and darken the heart, making it soft, smooth, and humble.” (p. 20)
“He who bears his sorrows with joy and understanding is freed from his sins and their punishments. A spiritual mark is created within him; 
he becomes compassionate, humble, meek… But the one who lacks true understanding of his trials falls into sadness and depression when he 
should rejoice—for he walks the road of Golgotha with the saints.” (p. 20)
“Trials of every kind purify the person who accepts them with wisdom and understanding. Every trial that befalls a Christian is a divine 
visitation for his salvation, sent by the sweet right hand of our heavenly Father, even though our nature does not like such things—just as a 
sick man does not enjoy bitter medicine.” (p. 23)
“A doctor causes pain to a sick person—through surgery, bitter medicine, even amputation—not out of malice, but for healing. Likewise, God, 
the Physician of our souls and bodies, heals us through every kind of remedy, trial, and pain, to grant us spiritual health in the highest possible 
degree.” (p. 33)
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في الألم
الرتموبولتي سابا )اسبر(

ــاب الشــيخ أفــرام الأريزونــي  ــة تك ــد الصفــح الماضــي ٢٠٢٥، ربفق ــة، عبــد عي ــوة روحي ــام فــي لخ ــر القديــس تكناريــوس فــي ينويــورك لبضعــة أي ــى دي لجــتأ إل
ةّ مــن إحــدى رعايانــا، وورد فــي حديثنــا كذــر الألــم، فخأبرونــي أن أحــد هكنتنــا، فــي شتــديده علــى  صن“ائــح مــن الجبــل المقــسد.” التقيــت فــي الديــر عبالئــة تقي�

رّ ـبعـض الـشـبيبة ـمهن وـنم الكنـيةس وـجـوب أن ـنحرف ـفـي الأـمل، ـفن
فحلصأــت العبــارة قــالاًئً: أعتقــد أنّّ صقــد الكاهــن هــو أنّنّــا مكســنييحي لا ييعقنــا الألــم عــن الفــحر، لا بــل فنــحر بـــ الغرــم مــن الآلام التــي قــد عناهينــا، ولا يقصــد أننــا 

ـنحرف بالأـمل ـبدّحّ ذاـهت. أـجـاب أـدح الـشـباب الحاضـرني فعبوـةي ـرسيةع: “أـقلُُب ـهـذه الـعبـارة وأفـمههـا.”
أنطلــق مــن هــذا الدحيــث لألكتــم لقــلاًيً فــي أهيمــة الد�قةّ فــي العتبيــر أثنــاء تقديــم البشــارة المســةيحي. يثكــاًرً مــا نقصــد ميلعتــاًً حيحصــاًً، لنّكنّــا، بســبب صقورنــا البشــير 

مـا ـرندي إيصاـهل والـلغـوي والثقاـفـي، كتنـمل ـبمـا يـضـادّ ّـ
يؤكــد الإيمــان المســحيي علــى أنّّ الله ليــس ســبب الشــرور، يبنمــا جنــد الأبد الروحــي الكنســي يشــدّدّ علــى قبــول الحمــن والآلام، باعتبارهــا سرمــةل مــن الله. فيكــف 

نوـقف بـني الميلعتـني؟ 
مهيمّ آبــاء الكنيســة مــن نــوع واحــد؛ فثّمّــة آبــاء كنيســة دنعوهــم  أقــول بــاًءدً:  ثّمّــة لغــطٌٌ وشتــويش فــي فهــم الريثكيــن لصمطلــح آبــاء الكنيســة. فيلــس يمجــع مــن س�ن
لّعم“يمــن،” كالقدّيّســني: باســيليوس الكبيــر وأثناســيوس الإســكندري وريغهمــا. وثّمّــة آبــاء كنيســة شرمــدون روحيــون كالقدّيّســني ســلوان وباييســيوس الآثوســنيي 

ويوـفس الدهوـئـي وـريغمه
تحنــاج إلــى الييمتــز عنــد قــراءة تكاباهتــم. فعنمدــا يل�عــم أبٌٌ مــا صخبــوص العقيــدة والإيمــان، لثتبيــت الإيمــان أو شــرحه أو الدفــاع عنــه أمــام هرطقــة مــا، يكــون ســياق 
اًًّ وشــالاًمً. يبنمــا يكــون الإرشــاد الروحــي شــاًيصخً، يهــدف إلــى زعتيــة التعمــرِِف أو الأتملــم وتقويتــه ومســاعهتد علــى ايتجــاز حمنتــه، أكانــت روحيــة  ميلعتــه عام�

أم مادّـّةي
مــن هنــا لا يكمننــا اتقطــاع ملكــات مــن يلعتــم هــذا الأب أو ذاك والافتكــاء هبــا لبنــاء موقــف عقائــيد إيمانــي مــن الأمــر الــذي نناشقــه. اللغــط الســادئ اليــوم هــو جيتنــة 

الخـطل ـمـا بـني الإرـشـاد الروـحـي الـصخشي، وبـني اللعتـمي الإيماـنـي أو العقاـيدئ
مّّتتيــز اليحــاة الروحيــة الأرثوكذســةي بالعتامــل مــع لّّك شــصخ حبســب حاتجــه وإكماناتــه ودقراتــه الروحيــة والجســدية. فالقانــون العــام يُطُب�قَ مكحبــة ويبدتــر علــى 
ّـا  لّّك إنســان، حبســب مــا يــرى الأب الروحــي فيــه منعفــة ذلــك الإنســان. مــن هنــا، ثّمّــة رمونــة فــي تطبيــق التويجــه الروحــي العــام عنــد الآبــاء الروحييــن الكبــار. أم�

الذـني يصبـحـون آـبـاء روحيـني ـنع طـرقي الـكبت فيقـعـون ويوـقعـون أبناـءمه الروحيـني ـفـي أـخطـاء ثكـرية.
نؤمــن أنّّ ســبب الشــرور هــي حالــة الســقوط التــي حنــن فهيــا. مكــا نؤمــن بــنّّأ المســحي أتــى وأت�مّ خلاصنــا كــي عنــود ثاينــة إلــى الحالــة الدرفوســةي التــي خُُلــق الإنســان 

لب حاـةل الخطيـةئ الـتـي ـتسـود عالـمنـا. لينـمـو فـيهـا. إنذ، باـتخصـار، لـسي الله ـرملس الآلام والصماـبئ والـكـوارث، ـ
نؤمــن أيضــاًً نّأبنّــا عنمدــا نســلّمّ حياتنــا لله لّكيّــاًً، نقبــل لّّك مــا يحــدث عمنــا علــى أن�هّ ســماح مــن الله مــن أجــل نريخــا. ملكــة س“ــما”ح عتنــي بــنّّأ الله قــادر، إن أراد 
الخدتــل، علــى أن يمنعــه.  هبــذا العمنــى جــاء فــي السرــالة إلــى رومــا لّّك“ شــئ يــؤول ليخلــر بالنســبة للذيــن يب�حّـون ”الله )رويمــة٨: ٢٨(. وهبــذه الطريقــة يعنــش 
فــي سلام بالغرــم مــن الحمــن، وهكــذا نســدمت القــوة الروحيــة لمواهتهجــا والتغلــب عهيلــا والاســفتادة منهــا. بالطبــع، يتحــاج هــذا الموقــف إلــى إيمــان عظيــم وتســميل 

ـشـبه ـتـام؛ لكنـهّ أيـضـا الطـرقي الأـملث لمواـجةه الضـيقـات عـلـى أنواعـهـا
جــاء فــي ســرف الأثمــال: “الــذي يب�حهّ الــبّّر يؤبدــه، وبٍٍأك بابــنٍٍ يُسُــرّّ بــ”ه  )3: 12-11(. ملكــة “يؤبدــ”ه مكــا ورتد فــي الأصــل اليونانــي”paideia ، يفتــد عمنــى 
يبرتــة ودتريــب الولــد عــن طريــق اســمعتال الويصــة والنصــح أو التويبــخ والعقوبــة. لذلــك جــاء فــي عبــض المجرتــات الدحيثــة “يوّّخبــ”ه بــلاًدً مــن “يؤبدــه.” وقــد 

ـجـاء ـفـي ـعممج العماـنـي الجاـعم بالبرعـةي أنّّ “الـدأت”بي يـعنـي الهتذـبي، ـنـوع مُُخََـففَ ـنم الـلـوم والعقوـةب يرُاد ـهب الإصلاح
ــق  ــه الإنســان حنــو الطري ــل وســةلي لتويج ًـا، ب ــس عقا�ب ــب لي ــة. الكفــرة الأساســةي هــي أنّّ الدأتي ــه الأبوي ــب الله جكــءز مــن بّحمتّ ــان عــن دأتي ــان دحتتث ــان الآيت هات
اليحصــح. فــي الســياق الدينــي، يُنُظــر إلــى الدأتيــب الإلهــي علــى أن�هّ عتبيــر عــن ب�حمةّ الله، حيــث يقــوم تبقويــم مــن يبّحهّــم مكــا يعفــل الأب مــع ابنــه للعجيــه أثكــر 

حـكةم واـتسقاةم
ــي  ــسلام الدالخ ــوة وال ــدمتاد الق ــى اس ــاعدهم عل ــل لله، تس ــميل كام ــا تبس ــم، ويواهجوهن ــل له ــي صحت ــدادئ الت ــيحيون أنّّ الش ــرى المس ــي ي ــياق الإيجاب ــذا الس ــي ه ف

ني مه الروحيـ ةي أولاـد دشيد وـزعت سـبلي ـت فـي ـ يـون ـ بـاء الروحـ هل الآـ مـا يعفـ هـذا ـ هـا. وـ لمواـتهج
فــي هــذا الســياق أيضــا يوجــه الشــيخ أفــرام، علــى ســبلي الثمــال لا الصحــر، أولاده ويعّزّيهــم شــاًيصخً. فلنقــرأ عبضــاًً مــن إرشــاداهت العّمزّيــة هــذه، ولا نبنــي موفقــاًً 

إيمانـاًيً ـنم واـدحة منـهـا ـمبلزع ـنع الـيساق الـعـام اـلـذي يـردش ويوـهج فـهي ـهـو والثكـري ـنم الـيشوخ القدّيّـنيس
مك“ يخسر الإنسان عنمدا يأتلم وينسى نّبوّهت ولا يعي أنّهّ يُؤُدَبَ باعتباره انب ”الله )13( . 

ــلّّك القدّيّســني الذيــن ســاروا علــى طريــق  ــا، إخــوة ل ّـقات، مقايلتــن دّمرََّيبــن، أتبــاع المســحي الــذي صُُلــب مــن ألجن ةَََ م�ش ــا أن يصنــر حََمََل� “تأتــي الحمــن كــي لّعتمّن
ــم والشــيطان والجســد” )19( ــببها العال ــي يسّّ ــا المقسدــة، وبواســطة الحمــن الت ــظ الوصاي ــون فحب ــب الشــاكئ... والمؤمن اليلص

تأت“ي النحم كي قّتبرنا نم الله، لأنّّ البلايا تُنزح القبل وتُظُلُمُُُه فهلعجت ناعاًمً ألمساًً وتمواضِِاًعً” )20(.
ِـمََةٌٌ روحيــة، فيصيــر إنســااًنً رحميــاًً، تمواضعــاًً، وديعــاًً، إلــخ. مــن لا يلمــك رعمفــة  رّر مــن خطايــاه وعقوباتــه. تُل�خــق فيــه س� “مــن يمحــل أحزانــه فبــحر ورعمفــة يح�ت

حق�ةّ لحمنــه يتكــبأ ويحــنز، فــي الوقــت الــذي يجــب أن يفــحر فيــه لأن�هّ يســري فــي طريــق اللجلجــة والقدّيّســني”) 20(
“ نّتقّــي الحمــن نأبواعهــا الفلتخمــة الإنســان الــذي يقبهلــا مكحبــة ورعمفــة. أي، لّّك حمنــة يصتــب المســحيي هــي زيــارة إليهــة مــن أجــل خلاصــه أرســهتلا ييمــن أيبنــا 

الســماوي اللحــوة، ولــو أنّّ طبتعينــا لا حتــبّّ هــذه الأشــياء، مكــا أنّّ الرميــض لا يستســيغ الأدويــة المــرّّة” )23(
“يس�ّـبب الطبيــب ألمــاًً للإنســان الرميــض، وذلــك باليلمعــات والأدويــة المــرّّة والبتــر أحيانــاًً ... إلــخ، هبــدف شــفاهئ، لا دبافــع شــرّّير. هكــذا الله أيضــاًً، باعتبــاره طبيــب 

فنوســنا وأجســاندا، يشــيفنا بــلّّك أنــواع الأدويــة والحمــن والآلام، كــي يعطينــا حصــة روحيــة أبحســن وأعظــم درجــة موجــودة كممنــة” )33(
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday School ClassesSunday School Classes --------------------- --------------------- Sundays after CommunionSundays after Communion

CAF Projects WorkdaysCAF Projects Workdays -------------------- -------------------- Sundays 12:30pm – 1:00 pmSundays 12:30pm – 1:00 pm

AV CAMP REGISTRATION @ 7:00 PMAV CAMP REGISTRATION @ 7:00 PM ------------------------- -------------------------WED | JAN 21WED | JAN 21

CAF Projects Due DateCAF Projects Due Date ------------------------------------ ------------------------------------Sun | Mar 8Sun | Mar 8

Welcome to Creative Arts Festivals 2026!
The Creative Arts Festivals were instituted by 
His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP of Thrice-
Blessed Memory, as a way for the Church School 
students to express their faith. His Eminence 
Metropolitan SABA chooses the theme for each 
year. The 2026 theme is:

“You shall be to Me a royal priesthood 
and a holy nation.”  ~Exodus 19:6

The categories include:
• Art
• Photography

• Creative Writing
• Poetry

> > > — PROJECTS ARE DUE BY SUNDAY, MARCH 8TH — < < <

Creative Arts Festival classroom hours are held on Sundays from 
12:30PM – 1:00PM.  Please bring your projects and questions.

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student
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Marwa

In 2025, the Sunday School students submitted 35 
projects to the Creative Arts Festival. Awards were 
handed out at the Diocesan Parish Life Conference 
and collectively they won 22 awards for their work. 
We are hoping to submit more projects this year! 
Registration will begin soon.

CREATING MEMORIES

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student
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Y o u n g  A d u l t  F e l l o w s h i p

INVITING ALL YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, YOUNG MARRIED COUPLES,
AND COLLEGE STUDENTS (AGES 18+)

SAVE-THE-DATE

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL

Sun, December 7th

Tue, December 9th

Thur, December 11th

Fri, December 12th

Sun, December 21st

Sat, December 27th

Sat. January 3rd

Sun, January 4th

Fri,  January 9th

Sun, January 18th

Sat, January 24th

Sun, December 7th

Tue, December 9th

Thur, December 11th

Fri, December 12th

Sun, December 21st

Sat, December 27th

Sat. January 3rd

Sun, January 4th

Fri,  January 9th

Sun, January 18th

Sat, January 24th

YAF Coffee Hour

West Campus Ministry

Saint Katherine the Great, Antiochian Orthodox Mission

Advent Retreat & Humanitarian Project

YAF Coffee Hour

Christmas Dinner & Gathering

YAM Deanery Social Event at Puttshack in Oak Brook

YAF Coffee Hour

YAF General Meeting & Dinner

YAF Coffee Hour

Movie Night: Paul, Apostle of Christ

Y o u n g  A d u l t  F e l l o w s h i p

INVITING ALL YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, YOUNG MARRIED COUPLES,
AND COLLEGE STUDENTS (AGES 18+)

SAVE-THE-DATE

SAINT GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, CICERO, IL

Sun, December 7th

Tue, December 9th

Thur, December 11th

Fri, December 12th

Sun, December 21st

Sat, December 27th

Sat. January 3rd

Sun, January 4th

Fri,  January 9th

Sun, January 18th

Sat, January 24th

Sun, December 7th

Tue, December 9th

Thur, December 11th

Fri, December 12th

Sun, December 21st

Sat, December 27th

Sat. January 3rd

Sun, January 4th

Fri,  January 9th

Sun, January 18th

Sat, January 24th

YAF Coffee Hour

West Campus Ministry

Saint Katherine the Great, Antiochian Orthodox Mission

Advent Retreat & Humanitarian Project

YAF Coffee Hour

Christmas Dinner & Gathering

YAM Deanery Social Event at Puttshack in Oak Brook

YAF Coffee Hour

YAF General Meeting & Dinner

YAF Coffee Hour

Movie Night: Paul, Apostle of Christ

Sun, Jan 18th	 YAF Coffee HourSun, Jan 18th	 YAF Coffee Hour

Sat, Jan 24th	 Movie Night: Sat, Jan 24th	 Movie Night: Paul, Apostle of ChristPaul, Apostle of Christ

Sun, Feb 1st	 YAF Coffee HourSun, Feb 1st	 YAF Coffee Hour

Sun, Feb 15th	 YAF Coffee HourSun, Feb 15th	 YAF Coffee Hour



17

MOVIE NIGHT
PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Young Adult Fellowship (YAF)

5PM Great Vespers ServiceSat | 01.24.2026

Inviting all Young Professionals, Young Married 
Couples, and College Students (ages 18+)

RSVP HERE
SCAN ME

$5/person

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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A��A��  T���� (13-18) W������!T���� (13-18) W������!

TEEN SOYO ACTIVITIESTEEN SOYO ACTIVITIES

SUN, JAN 18SUN, JAN 18 Saint George Church Annual General Assembly Saint George Church Annual General Assembly 
Meeti ng and Electi onsMeeti ng and Electi ons
All Teens invited to parti cipateAll Teens invited to parti cipate

SAT, JAN 31SAT, JAN 31 Deanery SOYO Retreat Deanery SOYO Retreat hosted by Saint Mary’s hosted by Saint Mary’s 
Anti ochian Orthodox Church, Palos Heights, ILAnti ochian Orthodox Church, Palos Heights, IL

SAT, FEB 21SAT, FEB 21 Teen SOYO Social Event @ Dave & Buster’sTeen SOYO Social Event @ Dave & Buster’s

SUN, FEB 22SUN, FEB 22 Teen SOYO – SOYO HourTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour

SUN, MAR 15SUN, MAR 15 Teen SOYO – SOYO HourTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour

SAT, MAR 21SAT, MAR 21 Teen SOYO Lenten Treat to Saint John Teen SOYO Lenten Treat to Saint John 
Chrysostomos MonasteryChrysostomos Monastery

FRI, APR 10FRI, APR 10 All-Day Vigil for Great and Holy FridayAll-Day Vigil for Great and Holy Friday

SUN, APR 19SUN, APR 19 Teen SOYO – SOYO HourTeen SOYO – SOYO Hour

Save the Save the 
Date…Date…

Teen SOYOTeen SOYO
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL
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SCAN ME

P����� ���� ��-���� �� ����-�� �� P����� ���� ��-���� �� ����-�� �� 
���.����.���/����-�����?��������=K1D2W2���.����.���/����-�����?��������=K1D2W2

Join Join TEEN SOYOTEEN SOYO  for an evening of helping others in need!  for an evening of helping others in need!  

ALL 5 YEARS AND OLDER ARE WELCOME!ALL 5 YEARS AND OLDER ARE WELCOME!

740 WILEY FARM COURT, SCHAUMBURG, IL 60173740 WILEY FARM COURT, SCHAUMBURG, IL 60173

“A generous person will prosper;“A generous person will prosper;
whoever refreshes others willwhoever refreshes others will
be refreshed.” be refreshed.” ~ Proverbs 11:25~ Proverbs 11:25

SAT, JAN 17SAT, JAN 17, 2026, 2026
6:45 6:45 PMPM - 9:00  - 9:00 PMPM

Teen SOYOTeen SOYO
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=K1D2W2
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Immediately aft er Communion, the children’s ministry, 
“GOD’S LITTLE LIGHTS”, will take place in the cry room 

(2nd fl oor by elevator) every Sunday.

This ministry serves all 3-YEAR-OLDS and 4-YEAR-OLDS 
(born aft er September 1, 2021). At least one parent, 
father or mother, must att end along with their children.  

Younger siblings are welcome with the parents.



21

A Night of Love Sahret Hob
Una Noche de Amor

سْ�رَة حبٍ 

Saturday

SAVE the DATE…

CELEBRATING CELEBRATING 
FAMILY AND LOVEFAMILY AND LOVE

PRESENTS…
Antiocian Men (A-Men)

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

All Ages Invited! Registration Coming Soon!
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A Night in Italy
A Marriage Ministry Event

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Couples’ DinnerCouples’ Dinner

Fri, Jan 23 – 7:30pm

Maggiano’s Little Italy Oak Brook | 240 Oakbrook Ctr, Oak Brook, IL 60523

MENUMENU
Dinner ~ Fellowship ~ Spiritual Talk ~ FunDinner ~ Fellowship ~ Spiritual Talk ~ Fun

$110/couple$110/couple

SCAN ME

RSVPRSVP
by Sun, Jan 18by Sun, Jan 18

INVITING ALLINVITING ALL
Married ~ Engaged ~ Courting CouplesMarried ~ Engaged ~ Courting Couples

http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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Couples’ Lenten 
Spiritual 
Retreat

A Marriage Ministry Event

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, 

SAT, FEB 28 – 4:30PM
Saint George Church Hall

Vespers
Dinner

Spiritual Talk
Group Activities
Panel Discussion

Fellowship

INVITING ALL
Married ~ Engaged ~ Courting Couples

SAVE THE DATE
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West Campus MinistryWest Campus Ministry2026
Winter Session

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Location: Church of the Holy NativityChurch of the Holy Nativity
275 S RICHMOND AVE, CLARENDON HILLS, IL 60514

HUMILITY
“GOD TEACHES US HUMILITY BY 
REMINDING US TO SERVE AND NOT 
TO BE SERVED.” (MARK 18:45)

PATIENCE
“WE MUST TRUST IN GOD AND HIS 
TIMING AND REMAIN FAITHFUL 
DURING CHALLENGES.” (EXODUS 
34:6)

TRUST
“TRUST MEANS RELYING ON GOD 
AND HIS WORD COMPLETELY FOR 
OUR LIVES.” (MATTHEW 6:25-34)

LESSONSLESSONSPROGRAMPROGRAM

6:30PM – 7:00PM
WELCOME
(COFFEE AND REFRESHMENTS SERVED)

7:00PM – 8:00PM
ADULT LESSON
KIDS‛ CLUB (AGES 3-8)
JOY CLUB (AGES 9-12) 
LESSON AND ACTIVITIES/GAMES
TEEN SOYO (AGES 13-18)
LESSON AND ACTIVITIES/GAMES

8:00PM – 8:20PM
LITTLE COMPLINE SERVICE

8:20PM – 9:00PM
SOCIAL TIME
(COFFEE AND REFRESHMENTS SERVED)

TUESDAYSTUESDAYS

 “Humility” “Patience” “Trust”
How to understand humility, patience, and trust from the Bible.

Jan 20 —— Jan 27 —— Feb 3
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Wed
14 JAN

HUMILITY
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN & YAF
 “GOD TEACHES US HUMILITY BY REMINDING US TO
SERVE AND NOT TO BE SERVED.” (MARK 10:45)

Wed
21 JAN

GENEROSITY
A-MEN & TEEN SOYO
“IS GOD GENEROUS? GENEROSITY SHOWS US HOW TO
SHARE HIS BLESSINGS WITH OTHERS.”  (PROVERBS 19:17)

Wed
28 JAN

PATIENCE
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN & YAF
“WE MUST TRUST IN GOD AND HIS TIMING AND REMAIN
FAITHFUL DURING CHALLENGES.”   (EXODUS 34:6)

Wed
04 FEB
Wed
11 FEB

CHARITY
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN & YAF
“TRUE CHARITY REFLECTS THE HEART OF GOD, WHO IS LOVE,
TURNING OUR FAITH INTO ACTION.”  (JOHN 3:16)

Wed
18 FEB

TRUST
A-MEN & TEEN SOYO 
“TRUST MEANS RELYING ON GOD AND HIS WORD
COMPLETELY FOR OUR LIVES.  (MATTHEW 6:25–34).

Thurs
15 JAN
Thurs
22 JAN
Thurs
29 JAN
Thurs

05 FEB
Thurs

12 FEB
Thurs

19 FEB
WWW.STKCHURCH.ORGSAINT KATHERINE THE GREAT ANTIOCHICAN ORTHODOX MISSION • 

BAPTISM &
CHRISMATION
“BAPTISM AND CHRISMATION ARE THE SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION BRINGING PEOPLE INTO THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH.”
(MATTHEW 28:16-20)

EUCHARIST & 
HOLY COMMUNIION
“HOLY COMMUNION UNITES US WITH CHRIST AND THE WHOLE
CHURCH THROUGH HIS BODY AND BLOOD, FOLLOWING HIS
COMMANDMENTS AND TRUE TEACHINGS.”  (MATTHEW 26:20-29)

HOLY PENANCE &
CONFESSION
“THROUGH HOLY PENANCE, WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S MERCY AND
LEARN TO LIVE WITH A CLEAN HEART.”  (MATTHEW 9:13)

HOLY UNCTION
“HOLY UNCTION / OIL BRINGS GOD’S HEALING TO THOSE WHO ARE
SICK IN BODY AND SOUL.”  (JAMES 5:14-15)

MARRIAGE
“HOLY MATRIMONY JOINS A MAN AND WOMAN IN GOD’S LOVE
AND BLESSES THEIR FAMILY LIFE TO DO HIS WILL.”
(EPHESIANS 5:20-33)

CHASTITY
A-MEN & TEEN SOYO
“GOD TEACHES US TO BE PURE AND TO HONOR OURSELVES,
OTHERS, AND HIM IN OUR CHOICES.”  (PSALM 50:10)

HOLY ORDERS &
ORDINATION
“IS GOD CALLING? HOLY ORDERS SETS MEN APART TO SERVE
GOD AND HIS CHURCH.”  (ACTS 6:1-7)

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

SAINT KATHERINE THE GREAT
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX

MISSION

7313 NORTH
WAUKEGAN RD.
NILES, IL 60714

Winter
S C H E D U L E

ALL AGES

BY AGE GROUP



26

Camp St. George
I-OWA

June 28-July 4, 2026

Registration Opens Registration Opens 
SOONSOON!!

SCAN ME

Pennsylvania

Sessions SELL OUT in 15 MINUTES! 
Register AT 7:00PM CST 

ON Wednesday, January 21st 
to secure your spot at the

Antiochian Village Summer 
Camp in Pennsylvania!Registrati on 

Opens
Wed | Jan 21

Antiochian
Village

REGISTER HERE

SCAN ME

https://avcamp.org/programs/summer-camp/
http://csgiowa.org/registration/
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NO CAMPER LEFT BEHIND!NO CAMPER LEFT BEHIND!

In 2025, 

39 CAMPERS 
from Saint George Church 

attended Camp!

SCHOLARSHIPS 
available from 

The Order of Saint Ignatius
Cicero Chapter and National!

No Camper Left Behind 
ALL Campers in need of financial 
assistance will be able to attend!

SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 

…coming in Spring 2026
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What Time Do I Arrive to Church on Sunday?
What Am I Missing?

What ti me 
do I arrive?

What part 
did I miss? I have deprived myself of the opportunity to…

10:15 Orthros (Mati ns) Att end an enti re service (beginning at 9:15 AM).
Hear the hymns of the week and prepare for the Liturgy.

10:25 Great Doxology Begin the week properly by giving Glory to God and 
concluding the fi nal preparati on for the Divine Liturgy.

10:30 Blessed is the 
Kingdom

Proclaim that God’s Kingdom is blessed 
and to respond, “Amen.”

10:45 Litanies and 
Prayers

Pray for peace, the Church, the sick. 
Parti cipate in the Entrance of the Holy Gospel.

10:55 Epistle, Gospel, 
Sermon

Hear the Word of God, and think of 
how it applies to my daily life.

11:10 Cherubic Hymn Parti cipate in the procession of the 
Holy Gift s among the people.

11:20 The Creed 
and Off ering

Proclaim what “I believe” and 
acknowledge the One Who is being off ered.

11:30 The Lord’s Prayer Prepare to receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ.

11:40 The Eucharist
Receive the Body and Blood of Christ from 

His table from which we hear His Gospel in the 
reading earlier in the service.

11:45 Thanksgiving 
Prayers

Give praise and thanks to God for 
the Gift  we have received from Him.

11:50 The Dismissal Commemorate Christ’s saving work, and the 
prayers and intercession of all the saints.
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“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26) 
 

 
1220 South 60th Court, Cicero, IL 60804 • PHONE (708) 656-2927 • FAX (708) 656-1166 • Office@StGeorgeChi.org • www.StGeorgeChi.org 

 

December 14, 2025 

Dear Members of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, 

Christ in our midst!  He is and ever shall be! 

A blessed Nativity Season to you and your families!  This is to inform you that the 2026 Annual General Assembly 
Meeting for the voting membership of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church will be held on Sunday, January 
18, 2026, following the Divine Liturgy.  The agenda is on the reverse side of this letter. 

To be recognized as a voting member of Saint George Church, a parishioner must be at least eighteen years of age 
and have fulfilled both the necessary spiritual obligations (as determined by the Pastor) and the financial obligations 
(as determined by the Financial Secretary), which require a minimum contribution of $600 per married couple or 
$300 per individual received between January 1, 2025, and December 31, 2025. Each married couple attending the 
meeting will be given two ballots — one for each spouse in attendance — while individual members, over the age 
of 18, who have met the requirements, will each receive one ballot from the Financial Secretary at the meeting. 
Only those present at the meeting may vote; no proxy votes are permitted. If you have not already met your financial 
obligation, please do so before December 31, 2025. If you are experiencing financial hardship, please see the Pastor. 
Should you have any further questions regarding these requirements, please contact a member of the Parish Council. 

The goal of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church is to have all eligible members vote. 

At this General Assembly, elections will be held for four (4) seats for a three-year term on the Parish Council.  A 
Nominating Committee has been appointed to compile a list of qualified candidates.  The members of the committee 
are Fr. Fouad Saba, Dn. George Nassief, Mr. Victor Imreibe, and Mr. Michael Moukheiber.  If you or someone you 
know is interested in running for the Parish Council and is willing to make the commitment required to fulfill this 
important obligation, please contact the Nominating Committee. 

It is important to note that pursuant to the Saint George Church Constitution, no nominations will be accepted from 
the floor during the Annual General Assembly Meeting.  All candidates’ names must be submitted to the 
Nominating Committee by Wednesday, January 7, 2026, in order for the candidate’s name to be included on the 
Ballot.  There can be no exception to this rule. 

During this General Assembly Meeting, all members will also receive a full 2025 Financial Report, the proposed 
2026 Annual Budget, and reports from the various organizations and hear about all current plans for the coming 
year.  2025 was an extremely active year in the life of Saint George Church and your attendance will add greatly to 
the discussion. 

The Church is our spiritual home.  Your involvement in the affairs of your Church is very important. May God 
bless you all as we prepare for the birth of the Savior! 

Yours in Christ, 
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba Elias Akkari 
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba Elias Akkari 
Pastor Chairman, Parish Council 
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Registration and Sponsorships 
COMING SOON!

SATURDAY,
JUNE 13, 2026

Golfing for a purpose

2525thth Annual Annual

GOLFGOLF CLASSICCLASSIC25 CLASSICCLASSIC

Save t
he D

ate!
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, ILSaint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

SEASON OF EPIPHANYSEASON OF EPIPHANY
Traditi onally, at the feast of the Lord’s Epiphany 
(Bapti sm) on January 6th, the Great Blessing 
of the waters takes place and then is used to 
sancti fy the homes of all the faithful. In bringing 
the blessed water to the homes, and sprinkling 
it in each room, we rid our house of any evil 
infl uence, and rededicate it to God in a special 
way. 

As we were once renewed by the waters of our own bapti sm into 
Christ, so too our home, and our enti re lives, are re-dedicated and 
renewed unto Christ our God each year at this ti me.

HOME BLESSINGSHOME BLESSINGS
Please contact the Church Offi  ce at (708) 656-2927 or 
Offi  ce@StGeorgeChi.org to schedule your Home Blessing:

The following should be prepared for the Home Blessing:
• All members of family must 

be present
• Bible 
• Icon

• Lit Candle
• Burning Incense 

(Opti onal)
• Small Table (or dining room table)

The visit by Father Saba or Father Gabriel should be approximately 45 
minutes.  Several visits will be scheduled on a given day in order to 
reach and bless all families and homes this season. 

Once the Home Blessing Season is mostly over, Father Saba 
and Father Gabriel will conti nue regular Pastoral Visits, 
during which Father Saba or Father Gabriel will spend ample 
ti me with each family. SCAN ME

mailto:Office%40StGeorgeChi.org?subject=Schedule%20a%20Home%20Blessing

